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The INTRODUCTION. 
taught us, that there ars 
ſome Ways of Worſhip- 

great a Mixture of Haman Invention 
in them, that they are Vain and Un- 


| (): Bleſſed Saviour has 
ping God, which have o 
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acceptable to Him, Mark vii. 7. In vary 

(faith He) do they worſhip me, teaching 
For Doctrines the Commanaments of Men, 
This obligeth every Man, who has a 
Concern tor his Soul, to examine care- 
fully the Worſhip he offers to God, 
whether it be ſuch as God has Inſti- 
tuted ; left his Service ſhould be re- 
jected with that Cenſure in the Pro- 
phet, Who has required this at your 
Hands But more eſpecially it con- 
cerns the Paſtors of the Church, who 
have the Direction of the Publick 
Worſhip of God, to be careful in 
examining this Matter, that they 
may be able to ſatisfy their own 
Conſciences, as well as the People's 
committed to their Charge, concern- 
ing the Purity of the Worſhip which 
they praCtiſe Themſelves, and re- 
commend to Others, 


II. It has pleaſed God, in his Pro- 
vidence, to make Me an Overlicer 
over ſome Part of his Flock in this 
Kingdom; and I look upon it to be 
my Duty, to uſe my Endeayours to 
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The INTRODUCTION. 3 


* inſtruct thoſe that are committed to 
my Charge, in the Worſhip of God, 
according to the Rules He has pre- 

ſcribed; and to warn ſuch as I con- 
ceive to {werve from them, of their 
- Miſtakes. I hope it will be of Uſe 
and Satisfaction to thoſe that joyn 
with me in the Publick Worſhip of 
God, to find, on Examination, that 


s 
r 
2 Fw, 


” __ what they there practiſe, is agree- 
- = able to God's Inſtitution. And as to 
0 thoſe that think otherwiſe, I per- 
K ſuade my ſelf, that an Admonition 
n in the Spirit of Meekneſs can give 
y them no juſt Offence, but rather be 
n ot Ule to them alſo, by obliging them 
's to examine and reviſe their Ways, 
n- that they may correct their Judg- 
ch ments, it, from what I offer, they 
ts {hall fee Realon for it, E 
III. In Order to help thoſe con- 
o- cerned to make a true and impartial 
ex Judgment in theſe Matters, 1 deſire 3 
his them to conſider, 
be iſt, That it belonas only to God, to 


give Rules how He nill be worſhippea. 
u- BS This. 


* - - 7 A, - 0 . 
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Worſhip of God is either Inward or 
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1 his, I ſuppoſe, will be granted by 
all; ſince it ſcems to be a Truth na- 
turally implanted in the Minds of 
Men, and univerſally acknowledg'd 
in all Times. 

2aly, I take it for a Truth, agreed 


to by the Generality of Proteſtants, 


That the Hely Scriptures contain the 
Revelation of God's Will, concerning 
His Worſhip. 

zal), From theſe Two, we may 
reaſonably inter, that it concerns us 


to keep as cloſe as we can to thoſe + _ 


Directions which God has been plea- 
{ed to afford us in his Word, with- 
out Adding to, Omitting, or Alter- 
ing any thing that He has there laid 
down. For, ſince God has vouch- 
ſafed us a certain Direction for his 
Worſhip in the Holy Scriptures, it 
is to be ſuppos'd, that all Ways of 


_ Worſhip are diſpleaſing ro Him, that 


are not exprelly contain d, or war- 

ranted by Examples of Holy Men 

mention'd therein. 
4%, We muit obſerve, that th 


Out- ; 


Dat — 
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" 2 Outward The Inward Worlhip of 
God, conſiſts in the Inward Homage 
FF © andSubyettion of our Minds to Him. 


1 The Outward, conſiſts of ſuch Acts 
and Duties as ſerve to expreſs this 
14 _ Inward Subjection of our Souls; or 


that promote, encreaſe, contribute 

towards it. Thus, for Inſtance, Vo- 
+ cal Prayer is a Part of Outward Wor- 
; ſhip; becauſe it expreſſes the Inward 
Dependance of our Souls on God. 
Thus, Reading the Word of God, is 
a Parc of the fame; becauſe therein 
we acknowledge our Subjection to 
Him, and to His Laws, and uſe it as 
a Means to promote, and encreaſe this 
Subjection, Thus, Celebration of 
the Sacraments, is a Part of the ſame 
Worſhip; becauſe in them we nor 
only expreſs our Dependance on God 
for his Grace, but likewiſe oblige and 
ar bind our ſelves to ſerve Him. And 
r= the ſame holds in all Outward Acts 
en of Worſhip. 
5% , We mult remember, that 


he tis in theſe Outward Acts that we 
or tre more immediately concern'd as 
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Publick Worſhippers; for we cannot 
know the Inward Worſhip which 
Men pay to God in their Minds, but 
as it appears to us by theſe Outward 
Acts: And generally, when we ſpeak 
of the Publick Worſhip of God, we. 
mean this Outward ; and concerning, 
it, are the great Diſputes and Diffe- 
rences among us; all of us being a- 
greed as to the Inward, and of what 
Sort that ought to be. 


IV. Having premiſed theſe few 
Things, which, I hope, will be gran- 
ted by All; I ſhall proceed directly 
to my propoſed Undertaking ; and 


ſhall, wich the greateſt Fairneſs and 


Impartiality I can, examine and com- 
pare the Worſhip of God, which is 


| directed and warranted by wy Wert 


as well with that which is prelcrib” 
and practis'd by our Church, as with 
that which is praQtis'd by ſuch as dif- 
fer from us. 


V. Now, if we conſider the Ordi- 


nary Service of God, as preſcrib'd and 
Pour” TRIO q . prac» - 
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t practis'd in Scripture, we ſhall tind 

h the Main Subſtantial Parts of it to be 

it theſe Five, ( viz. ) 

K Praiſes, 

8. Prayers, 

8. Hearing, 

4 Bodih) Worſhip: And, 4 

t Celebration of the Holy Sacra» 
ment of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, 

4 The Method I ſhall take in Dif- 

y courſing of each of theſe, ſhall be, 

0 Firif, To ſhew what the Holy 

1 Scriptures direct concerning them 

is # particularly. wo ” Dp, 

x J Secondly, T ſhall conſider the Prac- 

h = tice of our Church, with Relation to 


f. + thoſe Directions and Examples: And, 


Thirdly, The Practice of Proteſtant 


Diſſeat ers. 


B. 4 a CHAP. 


8 Of PRAr1$SEs, 


— 


S. 
Of PRAISES. 
SECT. I. 


concerning them, 


A. Irſt then, as to the Praiſes of 
F God ; the Scriptures both of 
the Ola and New Teſtaments 
require the Uſe of the Pſalms, in Of- 
fering up Praiſes to God. We find in 
the Old Teſtament, 2 Chroz. xxix. 30. 
Hezekiah the Ring, and the Prixces, 
tommanded the Levites to ſing Praiſes to 
the Lord with the Words of David, and 
of Aſaph ;, and they ſang with Gladneſs. 
This Command of H-zek:ah proceed- 
ed from God, and was approv'd by 
Him. The ſame Way of Praifing God 
continu'd in the Jen Church *till 
our Saviour's Time: And after that, 
we have yet a more Poſitive Com- 
mand for the Uſe of them by the A- 
3 RO. poſtle, 


What the HoLY SCRIPTURES preſcribe 
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poltle, Ephe/. v. 19. Speaking to your 
ſelves in Pſalms, aud Hymns, and ſpiri- 
tual Songs. And Col. iii. 16. Let the 
Words of Chriſt dwell in you richly, in all 
Wiſdom, Teaching and Admoniſhing one 
another in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſtiri- 
tual Songs; ſinging, and making Melody, 
e with Grace in your Hearts, to the Lord. 
I think, there is no Room to doubt, 


but by the Pſalms, &c. in theſe Places, 


pf is meant the Book of Pfalms, winch 
f the Holy Ghoſt has left for this Pur- 
ts pole to the Church. ; 

te II. Tho? che Scriptures recommend 
n to us Singing of Plalms, yet in ſome 
0. Calcs they allow us to ſay them. I will 
„ not inſiſt on thoſe Places of Scripture 
2 that ſeem to veguire us to do lo, {ſuch 
d as Pal. exvili. 2. Let Iſrael uc lay, 
5. that his Mercy endareth for ever: Let the 


l- Houſe of Aaron now lay, and let them 


y = tua: jear the Lord now tay, &, be- 
dd 3} caute thele Exprefſions being Poeti- 
ill cal, may be o interpreted, as to mean 
it, fag; ho? there.is no Neceſſity of 


n- -rettraining the gencral Command of 
A- 3 /«ng or jpeaking the Prailes oi God to 
2 ( SG aging 
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a. AMS 


— 
10 


finging only. We find in Scripture ſe- 
veral Sacred Hymns; particularly of 
Hannah, the Bleſſed Virgin, Zacharias, 
and Simeon, and the Saints in Heaven, 
Rev. vii. 12. and xi. 17. which are 
laid to have been ſaid by them reſpec- 
tively ; and the Circumſtances in the, 
Story do not make it probable that 
they were ſang. From all which, we 

| may reaſonably infer, that where 
People can ſe, they are oblig'd to do 
it, in Obedience to God's Command: 
But where, through any Defect of 
Nature or Art, they cannot ſize de- 
Cently, they may be diſpens'd with 

* Saying. Only People ought not, by this 
\ Indulgence, to be encourag'd to ne- 
glect Singing altogether; or to think 


* I n 
. : 


chat God doth not require it of them, 4 
when, by a little Pains or Induſtry, 
10 they may attain to the Art of decent 
ly performing it in His Service. 
III. *Tis certain, the Word of God 


recommends to us Palms and Hymns 
in Proſe, for our Praiſing God. If we 

look into the Songs of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin, of Aacharia, or Simeon, WE on 
| n 


* diately following, that they, or the: 


Countrics, and that, therefore, they, 


2 


— 
— — 
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find them all in Proſe ; and ſuch are 
the Songs of the Bleſſed, which they 
are repreſented ſinging, in the Reve- 
lations, particularly Chap. v. 9, and. 
XV. 3. As to the Hebrew Pſalms, 'tis. 
evident that they are Poetical; but 
the Poetry of them conſiſts rather in; 
the Style and Manner of Expreſſion, 
than in any certain Meafures or Ven- 
ſes; which thoſe that have ſcarched 
molt narrowiy into them, have yet: 
been able to diſcover, fo as to ſatisfy 
an indifferent Reader. But whateverr 
Poetry there may be in them, we can- 
not find, by any of the Ancient Tran. 
lations which were made Uſe of by. 
the Church, in our Saviour's, or his. 
Apoſtles Lime, or in the Ages imme=-- 


firſt Chriſtians, did ſing any Thing in 
Verſe, but we are ſure that they ſung, 
Hymns in Proſe : So that we have no- 
certain Scriptural Warrant for the Uſe 
of Ver/e or Metre in the Praiſes of God. 

Perhaps ſome may fancy, that Verſe, 
or Aleaſure was not in Ule in thoſe! 


* 
— 1 FE LV: 


ſung 4 
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tung their Songs in Proje : But this 1s 
| . a Miſtake; Poetry and Verſes were 
then in thoſe Places where the P/alms 
were tranſlated, in great Requelt ; 
and at the higheſt Perfection, when 
the New Teſtament was penn'd, and 
yet we have no Example therein of 
their Uſe in the Praiſes of God. 

And *tis very manifeſt, that this pro- 
ceeded from Choice, not Neceſſity : For 
if the Holy Ghoſt had thought Verſe 

neceſſary for Divine Pſalms, we may 
preſume He would have inſpir'd ſome 
of the Holy Men in Scripture, when 
i Extraordinary Gifts were ſo common, 
5 either to tranſlate the Pſalms of the 
Old Teſtament into Verſe, or elle to 
compoſe ſome of the other Hymns 
that are recorded in the New, after 
that Way: But neither of theſe hav- 
ing been done, tis at leaſt a Preſum- 
ption, that we may praiſe God as ac- 
ceptably in Proſe as 11 erſe. - 
And there is one Thing further to 
be conſider'd, chat the Prophets of the 
Hleathen,who pretended io be 1nipir'd, 2? 
generally wrote their . gs Y 
# | the. 


12 
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S their tiymns to their Gods in Verſe: 
e We know not, but this may be one 
5 Reaſon, why the Holy Ghoſt thought 
F © fit, that ſuch as were inſpir'd by Him, 
n _ fhould decline that way of Recording 
d their Prophecies, or Praiſes. 

of IV. As the Scriptures preſcribe us 

3 theUſe ol Pſalms in the Praiſes of God, 

o- ſo they encourage us to offer thoſe 
Or Praiſes by way ot Reſponſes, or Anſwer- 
ſe ing . For this, we have the beſt Exam- 
LY ples that can be delir'd, even the bleſ- 
ne ſed Angels and glority*d Saints: So 
en Ja. vi. 3. Aud one cryed unto another, 
MN, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hoſts. - 
he And the Church Triumphant thro? 
to the whole Revelation, is (I think) con- 
ns ſtantly repreſented praiſing God after 
ter this Manner. So Chap. vil. 9, where 
ave _ TheMultitade, that repreſent the Peo- 
im- ple, cryd out nith a loud Voice, ver. 10. 


ace > Salvation to our God, which ſitteth upon 
the Throne, and to the Laub. And then, 


J The Angels and Elders, who repreſent 
the 3 theChkrgy, perform their Part, ver. 12. 
rd, 4 ſay ing, Amen; Bleſſng, ama (Glory, and 
and 


3 Wiaow 5 ana 1 hankſe 2 and Honour, 
her aud 
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and Power, and Might, be unto our God. 
They are repreſented the ſame way 
anſwering one another, Chap. xix. 1. 
T heard a great Voice of much People in 
Heaven, ſaying, Allelujah ; this they re- 
peat (ver.3.) Then the Twenty four El- 
ders (repreſenting, as before, the Cler- 
gy) anſwer (ver. 4.) Amen, Alleluj ab. 
Then (ver. 5.) A Voice came out of the 
Throne, ſaying, Praiſe our God. Upon 
which (ver. 6. ) the People reſume 
their Part, and anſwer, Allelujah ; for 
the Lord Omni potent reigns. I make no 
Queſtion but this is taken, by Alluſi- 
on, from the manner of the Churches 
praiſing God on Earth; and there is 
nothing in it but what is agreeable to 
St. Paul's Command, of Teaching and 
Aamoniſhing one another in Pſalms, and 
Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; which ſup- 
poles every one to have Share in them, 
either by Turns, or by bearing a Fart. 
It is obſervable, that che Palms con- 
tain many Excellent Inſtructions and 
Exhortations, as well as Praiſes and 
Prayers; and therefore St. Paul re- 

commends them to Chriſtians, f. 
their 


— 
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their mutual Inſtruction and Admo- 
Y Z nition, It was common, therefore, for 
dne to ſing, and the reſt to hearken to 
their Inſtruction and Edification, as 
appears 1 Cor. Xiv. 31. For ye may all 
propheſy one by one, that all may learn, and 
be comforted. Propheſying here (as we 
may find from the 26th Verſe of this 
Chapter) includes P/alms, as well as 


n Doctrines, Tongues, Revelations, aud In- 
C zerpretations ; and the praiſing God one 
„Hy one, or by turns, amouats to praiſ- 
9 ing Him by way of Reſpoyſes or Anſwer- 
* ing; and tho? theſe Prophets were in- 
ſpir'd, yet 'tis plain, they acted in 
8 this according to the ſettled Order 
0 of the Church, wer. 33. As in all the 
4 Churches of theSaints;and theſe inſpir'd 
4 Prophets thus praiſing God one by one, 
* is an unqueſtionable Precedent, that 


1, God approves this way in His Praiſes. 


gs This way of praiſing God by Azſwer- 
N ing one another, is the moſt Ancient 
id we find in Scripture. For thus Miriam 
d praiſed God, Exod. xv. 21. And Miriam 
2 = anſwer'd them, ſing ye to the Lord, for He 


| bath triamphed gloriouſly, &c. And the 


—_—. 
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lait Song recorded in Scripture 1s of 
the ſame Sort, Rev. xix. as is before- 
mention'd. 85 
L reckon the Songs with which the 
Women of Iſrael receiv'd Saul, 1 Sam. 
xviii. 7. to be religious, and there it is 
exprelly ſaid, that they anſwered one 4- 
not her: And Chap. xxi. 11. Did they not 
ſing one to another? &c. But whether 
theſe Songs were religious, or no, it is 
certain, that the Frame and Compoſi- 
tion of ſome Plalms are ſuch, as plainly 
diſcover that they were deſign'd to be 
ſung in Parts, and as much is owned 
buy the beſt Commentators; ſuch are 
the xxiv and cxvin® Vs. 
i It is to be obſerv'd, chat the Law 
| of Moſes neither preſcribes Palms in 


| the Praiſes of God, nor Singers, nar 

s rhe Way of Singing : Thele all, there- 

| fore, arc Parts of Nutaral Religion, and 
indeed, anciencer than the Law; as a p- 

| pears by Ex. xv. What,chcretore, we 
4 Hand in the Old Teſta ment concerning 
= theſe, is either from tlie immediate 
Preſer:ptions, aud Revelations ot God 

by his i ropheto, or from che Dictates 
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of Nature, and not any part of the Ce- 
remonial Law, And 'tis obvious, that 
natural Neceſſity will teach any con- 
ſidering Man this Way of Alternate 
Singing or Anſwering in Parts; for if 
the Songs be long, as ſome of the Pſalms 
are, no one Man's Voice can hold out 
to the End. 
V. The Holy Scriptnres recommend 
to us the Uſe of Inſtruments in the 
Praiſes of God; the Pſalmiſt frequent- 
ly uſes, and recommends them, and the 
Whole Book of Palms is concluded 
With this Advice, Pſal. cl. 3. Praiſe him 
with Timbrel, pra'ſe him with ſtringed 
Inſtruments ana Organs, & c. Thus re- 
ligious Perſons were taught to praiſe 
Cod, before the Law, Exod. xv. 20. Aud 
Miriam the Propheteſs, the Siſter of Aaron, 
tool a Timbrel in her Hand; a':d all the 
Momen went out after her with Timbrels, 


Cc. And thus the Bleſſed in Heaven 


2 arerepreſented praiſing God, Rev. v. &. 
& xiv. 2. The Writers ot the New Te- 
ſtament recommend to us the Pſalms 


which were the Hymns of the Jensb 
Church, and command us to ſing pou 
2 an 
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and ' tis obſervable, that the Word we 
render ſize, Jam- v. 13. originally im- 
plies ſinging with an Initrumext. Now it 
they had not approv'd the Jewiſh way 
of ſinging them, which was with In- 
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ſtruments, they would not have us'd 


a Word that imported it; nay, it is not 
to be doubted, but they would have 
caution'd us againſt it; but the Uſe of 
Inſtruments (as I have ſhew'd before 
in the Caſe of Miriam) being no Part 
of the Ceremonial Law, but antecedent 
to it, ought not to ceaſe, without ſome 
Command or Precept condemaing it. 

VI. Leſtly, The Scripture requires 
that we underſtand rhePraiſes we fing 
toGod; and this warrants our tranfla- 
ting them into the Vulgar Tongue: It is 
a Duty, therefore, incumbent on the 
Governours of the Church, to procure 
the Pſalms to be tranſlated for the uſe 
of the People under their Charge; and 
they may expect the Aſiſtance of God's 
Spirit when they attempt it, in Obedi- 
ence to His Command. But if, thro? 
human Frailty, any Miſtake,not con- 


trary to Faith, ſhould creep in, this 


ought 
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- ought to be no Exception againſt the 


Uſe of the Tranſlation, ſince there are 


ſuch Miſtakes both in the Syriac, Greek 


and Latiz Tranſlations, ſome of which 

are of preat Antiquity,and were us'd by 

our Saviour himfelt, and his Apoſtles. 
Tneſe are the Directions the Scrip- 


- tures give us for the Performance of 
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this firſt Part of the Worſhip of God, 
which conſiſts in Praiſes, and the Man- 
ner we find them offer'd to Him by 
His Saints. 


SECT. i 


& The Manner of Praiſing God pablickly, 


which is Preſcribd and Practisd by 
our Charch, 


TOW as to the Manner of Offering 
Praiſes 1a our Church, it is to 

be conſider'd, . 
1. That we are directed to praiſe, 


© glorify, and confeſs to God ev'ry day, 


in a certain Number of Pſalms of his 
own Appointment, out of the Ola Te, 


RF ftament; and then in ſuch Hymns as 


are recorded in the New; And to 


theſe 
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| thete are added ſuch other Hymns, ©; © 
Confeſſions of Faith, and Thankſgrv- © 
ings, as will appear by and by, to be pt 
agreeable to the general Directions 
| of Scripture. | 
| But inaſmuch as the Miſtery of the 
Holy Trinity, is more explicitly reveal'd 
to us under the Goſpel, than it was to Ji 
thoſe under the Lav; therefore, our 
Church has thought fit to require us 
with every Palm and Hymz to inter- n 
mix, Glory be to the Father, to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt; As it was in the 
Beginning, is now, and ever (hall be: To 
ſignify, that we believe, that the tame = 
God was worſhipped by them as by « 
us; the ſame Goa that is glorih'd in 0 
the P/alms, having been from the Be+ 
ginning, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoit, 7 
as well as now: So that our aſcribing 
this Glory expreſly to the Three Per- 
ſons in whoſe Name we are Baptiz d, 
ought not to be taxed as any real Ad- i 
dition tothe Pſalms, it being only us'd 
as a neceſſary Expedient to turn the 
Jewiſh Pſalms into Chriſtian Hymns, and 
to fit them for the Uſe of the Church | 
1 i EIT now, 
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now. as they were before for the Ute 
of the Synagogue; Which Practice, I 
- preſume, can give Cauſe of Exception 
to none but Socinians. 
2. Our Church orders theſe Pſalms 
to be either /urg or ſad, as the People 
1 are able to offer them; not being wil- 
ling to lay a greater Reſtraint on 
them than the Scripture has done: In 
us which (as I have already ſhewn) we 
have Examples for both theſe Ways 
„ ol Praiſing God, — 
e 3. They are propos'd to us in 
Proſe, without any other Alteration 
from the Original, than what was ne- 
y ceflary to make them intelligible in 
in our Language. 
44. The People are allow'd to bear 
their Part in them, and either to ſing 
8 or ſay them, by way of Answering: 


O 


T- 3 This 15 according to the Scripture 
d, Examples; but 'tis not impog'd, ex- 

d- cept in very tew Caſes. | 
d 5. Our Church permits the Ule of - 
he F ſome grave Mu{ice/ Inttruments, to 

ad iF regulate the Voices of thoſe that fin 


and to {tir up their Affections, which 
FA. 5 ale 
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Of PRAISES, 
are the natural Effects of Muſick, and 
ſeem more requilite in Vorthern Coun- 
tries, where generally People's Voices 
are more harſh and untuneable than 
in other Places ; but this is not im- 
pos'd in any Congregation, nor does 
any Rule of our Church require it, 
and therefore, it is at the People's 
Choice, whether they will uſe the 
Help of theſe Inſtruments or no. 


6. This then is the Care our Church 


has taken, for the Publick Performance 
of the Praiſes of God: And if we bring 
Grace in our Hearts, and an inward 
Senſe of the Majeſty of God, and of 
His Mercies towards us, when we 
come to joyn in them, which is our 


Part and Duty to do; who can fay 
that God's Praiſes thus celebrated, 
are not according to his Commands, 


and acceptable to Him? I think it 


ſufficiently plain, that they are agree- 
able to the Holy Scriptures, Which 
ought to be our Rule for this, and all 


other Parts of God's Worſhip. 


I think no more neceſſary, thereſore, 
on this Head, but with all Earneſtneſs 


4© 
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1 

d to beſeech you who are of our Com- 
1- -munion, to conſider how great and 
s important a Part theſe Praiſes are of 
n theWorſhip of God, and to apply our 
1 ſelves with all Diligence and Holy 
25 Zeal to the Performance of it; tor we 
t, never come nearer the Employment 
's of the Bleſſed, than when our Hearts 
e andMouths are fill'd with the Praiſes 


ot our God. 
h * | . 
e SECT. UL 
g The Diſſenters Manner of Praiſing Go 
r in Publick, 
e ND now as to you my Friends 
Ty and Brethren, who diJent from 


this Worſhip of ours; give me Leave 
, with all Calmneſs, to examine how 
5, you perform this great Work of Prai- 
t Ming God: And I deſire you to com- 


pare your own Practice in your Pub- 
h lick Aſſemblies, with what you find 
11 in your Bibles concerning this Duty. 


1. Your Directory determines it to 
be the Duty of Chriſtians to praiſe God 
Pellicth, by ſinging of Pſalms together 
3 1 


. 
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% 
in the Congregaton; aud that in ſinging  t 
Pſalms, the Voice ts to be tuneable and à 
gravely order d; and laſtly, that it s © 
convenient, that the Miniſter, or ſome o- t 
ther fit Perſon appointed by him, and the 1 
other Ruling Officers, do read the Pſalm, I 
Line by Line, before the ſi ging thereof; 1 
and your common Practice is to ſing e 
two or three Verſes of a Pſalm in 1: 
Metre, the Miniſter, or Clark, firſt tl! 
reading each Line, and the People fi 
ſinging it after. 

II. Before I proceed to make any h; 
Obſervations on theſe Rules andPrac- _ 
tice ; to prevent Miſtakes, I deſire I. 

ou to obterve, 

1. That I do not condemn the ſ1ing- 48 
ing of Plalms in Metre, as unlawful. | 

2. That I take it for granted, that 
the Apoltles and Primitive Chriftians 7 
did praiſe God in Proſe; and that 
Metre and Khim? are, for ought ap- 
pears, purely of human Invention. RK 

3. We mult conſider, that if we 
take the Pſalms (as ne uſe them) in 
 _P:oje, there is not a more exalted 
* Piece of Poetry in the World, nor any 

TIS 3 Thing! 
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8 thing better fitted to raiſe in ſerious 
4 and 1 People, the moſt 
„ devout Affections. Whereas, if we 
take them as they are commonly us'd 
„e in Rhime, the Force, the Vigour, the 
= Loftineſs which are fo Extraordinary 
in the Proſe Tranllation, are almoſt 
8 entirely loſt in the Verſe; and tho? 
in ſeveral have attempted to Tranſlate 
4 them into Exgliſb Verſe, yet I cannot 
le find, that any one has done Juſtice to 
the Majeſty of the Expreſſions, and 

a hardly to the Sence of them. 
III. Having premis'd theſe things, 
re Lentreat you to conſider impartially 
with me, how far this your Practice 

agrees with the Scripture Rule. 

1 ff. then, The Scriptures com- 
mand us to praiſe God in Pſalms ; 
and, undoubtedly, the firſt Chriſtians 


£ 


*us'd whole Pſalms at a time. Some- 


* 


times they joyn'd together in ſinging 


q 


them, as our Saviour and his Diſciples 


% 
1 
- i; 


; 
did. Mat. xxvi. 30. Sometimes one 
only ſung, and the reſt attended, for 
heir Edification , as appears from 
== Cor. xiv. 26. But the aforeſaid Me- 
| 3 .thod 
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thod ot ſinging the Metre Pſalms takes 


up ſo much time, that 'tis impoſſhble 
to praiſe God in whole Plalms after © 
that manner. But if we uſe the 
Pſalms in Proſe, according to the Or- | 
der of our Church, the Experience 
of good Men doth teſtify, that we 
may calily paſs through them ii a 
Month, with Seriouſneſs and Atten- ; 
tion, whether we ſing, or read them. I 
And to well-diſpoſed Minds no Part / 
of God's Service is more agreeable, _ 7 
or edifying : Whereas fome Years | 8 
would not ſerve to that purpoſe, if j: 
we ſhould uſe the new- invented way d 
of ingſogs few Verſes And I que- 8 
ſtion, whether all of them were ever tl 
yet ſung through in one Meetingß- 
place, perhaps not in all the Mectings o 
of the Kingdom; and yet it muſt be fo 
confeſs'd, that every one of them was hx 
left to the Church by the Holy Ghoſt . 
for that Uic; and #« profitable, when C 
thus us'd, for Doctrine, Reproof, Cor- H. 
rection, Iuſtructiom and Comfort Which co 
plainly proves, that the ſinging the va 
. »— Pfalms in Merre, is not the Scriptureſ ha. 
Lk. Way of uling them. 2. Lal 
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2. Let me mind you, that in the 
Time of the LATE UsuxpATION, 
Dr. Mazton, a Man of conſiderable 
Reputation among the Diſſezters, ob- 
- — ferves1n his Comment on the Epiſtle 
of St. James, chap. v. ver. 13. That ſe- 
veral ſcrupled ſinging P/alms at all; 
others objected againſt ſinging them 
in exſe; this he calls a vain Cavil, yet 
To propoſes, If the Scruple continues, that 
rt uch may ſing the Reading Pſalms, as hath 
e been us'd in Cathedrals, and vouches 
rs St. Auſtin and Athanaſius for it; which 
if zs a plain Contefſion from this conſi- 
iy derable Perſon, that this Way of 
e- Singing is lels liable to Exception, 
er than yours. 

g- > 2. I know *tis alledg'd, that we 
gs» ought to have the Pſalms in Verſe, 
for Singing, as well as we ought to 
have them in Proſe, for Reading. 
But I have ſhew'd already, that 
== Chri#, and his Diſciples, ſung their 
Hymns in Proſe; and I defire you to 
conſider, whether it be neceſſary to 
vary from theſe Precedents. We 
W Have a Command to Translate them 
=... C 2 Which 
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4 which ſuppoſes into Proſe, becauſe 
the Original is ſo but none to turn 
them into Metre, which neceſſarily 
requires Paraphraſing, changing the 
Order of the Sentences, ſometimes 
adding, and leaving out Words; and 
on that Account ſeems to give Hu- 
man Wit too great a Liberty of treat- 
ing the Word of God as Men pleaſe: 
At leaſt, we muſt acknowledge, that 
the Pſalms ſo order'd, partake of Hu- 
man Frailty, and are hardly equal to 
the beſt meer Human Compoſures. 
When, therefore, we uſe ſuch Pſalms, 


we ought io uſe them as Human 


Compoiures only, and not as God's 
Word: And thus they are us'd by 
our People in our Aſſemblies, not as 
any main ſubſtantial Part of the Wor- 
Mip of God, but rather as a volun- 


tary Entertainment of Devotion, and 


a Refreſhment to the People between 


the Parts of the Service; much leſs 
are they allow'd by us, to juſtle out 


the Plalms and Hymns appointed by 9 | 


Ged. 
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4. As to the Manner of Singing the 
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Plalms in Mere, at preſent. in Uſe, 
both with you and us in ſome Places, 
that is, the Miniſter, or Clerk's read- 
ing a Line, and the People ſiaging it af- 
ter, is a great Interruption to the Ma- 
fickt, and to the Underſtanding of the 
„ Palm, by breaking the Sence of it, 
: and. in that reſpect very inconvenient, 
: and is like uiſe a late Invention of our 
1 own, never us'd by any Foreign 
* Church, either Popiſh or Reformed, for 
o _ ought J can find, to this Day; and 
haas been taken up to ſupply the Ne- 
„ 
n 
8 


reer 


gligence and Lazineſs of People, who. 
Will not now, as formerly, be at Pains 
to get Plalms by Heart, or ſo mucli 


y * as. procure Books, or learn to. read: 
15 1 them. 

- 5 Notwithſtanding your Directory 
1- .. requires the Voice, in ſinging Pſalms, 


to be tuneable, and gravely order d; yet 


n you have not only refus'd the Uſe of 
{s laſtrumeats, (which are a Natural 
t Means to help the Voice, and make 


ir tuacable, and are us'd by moſt of 
4 the Reformed Churches ia Europe } 
but have alſo determin'd it to be Un- 
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lawful, C 3 3 
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that tho? perhaps, it may not be ſo 
proper to preſs the Uſe of Inſtruments 
in the Service of God, in theſe Parts, 
where ſo many, for want of being 
us'd to them, have entertain'd Pre- 
judices againſt them, and ſome are 
uncapable of being affected by them; 
yet the making them Unlawful, is 
againſt Nature and Scripture, and is 
on that Account a dangerous Super- 
ſtition, and Encroachment on Chri- 
ſtian Liberty. 

6. The ſame Superſtition and En- 
croachmeat it is, not only to forbear 
to Praiſe God, in ſinging, or ſaying 


Plalms and Hymns by way of Reſpox- 


ſes, or Anſwerizg, (of which I have 
giv'n ſuch Noble Precedents out of 
Scripture ) but ev'n to determine it 

to be Unlawful. | 
Laſtly, T would entreat you to con- 
ſider, That foraſmuch as 2 you 
have altogether laid aſide the Pſalms 
in Proſe, and the other Scripture 
Hymns, that are of God's immediate 
Appointment, and for the Wie of which 
| | we 


I would entreat you to coalider, 
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we have the Example ot our Saviour, 
and his Saints, inſomuch that they“ 
are no where us'd by you in the 
Praiſes ot God; but in their ſtead you- 
ha ve ſubſtituted, as is before obſer v'd, 
a few Verſes of a Pſalm of Hyman Com- 


poſure, without Scripture Example, 


or Precedent, and ſing them a Way 
that has nothing of ancient Practice, 
much leſs Scripture for it, but is pure 
ly, and immediately, an Invention of 
Men. 

IV. The Caſe, then, between our 
Church and you, in this Point, E 
think impartially ſtands thus: Our 
Church praiſes God every Day with; 
hve or ſix P/alms, be ſides other Hymns, 


of His Owa Appointment, and in His 
On Mords and Method, and yet is de- 
ſerted and condemned by you in this. 
very Point, as Teaching for Doctrines 


the Command ments of Men ; whereas: 


= you, who ouly praite Him in a Piece: 


of a*Pſalm of:a few Verſes, and in a 


4 | Method of your own finding out, per- 


ſuade your ſelves that you keep the- 
Ordinances of God pure and unmixed 
from Human Invention. C4 This, 
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his is a ching ſeriouſly to be con- 
ſider'd by you; for as it is eaſy to P. 
think what all unprejudic'd Men will 
judge of it now, ſo we may conclude ©» D 
what God will judge of it at the laſt tu 
Day. If you, in earneſt, lay theſe _ of 
things to Heart, and reflect on them, 
I perſuade my ſelf, that they will at P 
leaſt prevail with you to be modeſt in # 
your Cenſures of us your Brethren; _ Ju 
and prevent your Judging, much leſs _ © 
Condemning us, or our Manner of a! 
Praiſing God, as Unacceptable to Him. tr. 
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SECT. I. F 

What the Hol x Sckipruxks preſcribe C 
cWCCC̃oncerning it. 2 4 
1. ET us now proceed to the Se- I 
cond Main Part of the Wor- 1 

= /- 


| ſhip of God, in the Publick e, 


- — 
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* 


4 


of Chriſtians; which I oblerv'd, was 
* Prayer, or Supplication, | 
And if we conlider what Rules, 
Directions and Examples the Scri p- 
= tures afford us, for the Perlormance 
pol this Duty, we ſhail find, 
* That they direct us to offer up our 
Prayers in a Set and Preparea Form of 
 Woras, That we may more clearly 
„judge of this Matter, it will be fit to- 
; conſider the ſeveral Parts of Prayer 
diſtinctly by themſelves; ſuch as Cor. 
= fiſſion, Supplication, Interceſſion, & c. 

' 1- Confeſſion of our on Unwort his 
| eſs, and of God's Mercy, to aggravate: 
it, is commonly look'd on as the firſt: 

Part of Prayer, and praper to- intro 
duce our Sapplications. Now, in: 
ſearching the Scriptures, we ſhall 
> find expreſs Command to uſe a Sat. 
Form of Words in both theſe Sorts of, 
Confeſſion. So Deut. Xx Vi. 3. Thou ſhalt: 
20 «no the. Prieſt that ſhall. be in thoſa 
= Days, and ſay upto him, I profeſs this: 
= Day auto the Lord thy, God, that Lam. 
come unto the Gonntry which the. Lord. 
= [rare wito our Fore-fathers. i giue ps, 


Cs. 


e 


4 - 


* o 


34 Of PRAYER, Chap 2. MS 
( 


Aud thea the Offerer was to make 
his Confeſſion, ver. 5. And thou ſhalt 
ipeak, and ſay before the Lord thy God, C 
A Syrian ready to periſh was my Father, re 
& c. Here we have a Form of Confeſ- u 
ſion of the Perſon's Uzworihineſs, and p 
of God's Goodneſs and Mercy, together _4 
with a Profeſſion of Obedience, and De- h 
pendance on Him, preſcrib'd by God o 
Himſelf in Set and Prepared Words. It 

The ſame appears from Solomon's of 
preſcribing a Form of Confeſſion for fe 
the penitent H raelites, 1 Kings viiiig7. ſo 
Which Words we find accordingly th 
apply in Pjab cvi. 6. and made Part di 
of a larger Form of Copfe//zoz, to be as 
us' d in their Captivity (as Solomon de- Fe 
ſign'd them ;) which appears from vie 
the Ver. 47. of the ſame Pſalm (taken dr 
from the Form preſcrib'd by David, 
1 Chron. xvi. 35. And Daniel, in his 
Form of Confelſion in Captivity, chap. Co. 
ix. 5. uſes the fame Form of Words, th: 
From whence it appears, that they 
were not left arbitrarily to Choice, or Sa 
Diſcretion, tho? other Words might Wthi 
be joyn'd with them, when there was ma 
IIS OT Ih. Occa-i 


i... A... tte a. 
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Occaſion to enlarge, or vary the Form. 
; Many of the P/a/ms are Forms of 
„ _ Confeſſion, and were us'd, and daily 
„repeated by the Jewiſh Church „Pal. li. 
was the Form of Confeſhon David 
1 prepar'd and us'd, for his Marder and 
rAdultery: And he not only us'd it 
; © himſelf, but directed it to che Maſter 
d of his Choire, to be us'd in the Pub- 
lick Service, as appears from the Title 
's of it. Pſalm Ixxviii. is a general Con- 
r = feſſon for the whole People, ſetting» - 
7. forth at large the Mercies of God 0 
y them; and their Ingratitude, Difobe-- 
rt dience, and Rebellion: And this not 
De as a Pattern, but as a Set and Prepar'd 
e- Form, to be us'd in their Publick Ser- 
m vice. All which ſhew us, that Ad- 
en dreſſes to God in ſuch Forms, are of 
> Divine Inſtitution; and are a War- 
rant to us, that He appr oves, that our 
TA I%20/0% ſhould be made to Him in 
4. that Manner. 
ey , 2. The Second Part of Prayers is> 
or | 1 application for good Things: And in- 
ht this Caſe we have ke wie the Com- 
as mandment of God for a Form of Words... 
=  Deuts.. A 


4 — 


* 
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Deut. xxvi- 13, 15. Then thou ſhalt ſay 
before the Lord thy God, Look donn from 


bleſs thy People Iſrael, and the Land 
which thou haſt given us, as thou ſweareſt 
unto our Fathers, &c. So Hof. xii. 2. 
Take with you Words, and turn to the 
Lord your God, and ſay unto him, Take 


derneſs us'd a Set Form of Words to 
this Purpoſe, and recommended it to 
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which has this Title, A Prayer of Mo- 


Perſon, by the Inſpiration of the Holy 


not to doubt, but that Manner of Ad- 
dreſs is acceptable to God. 


Interceſhon; and tor the Uſe of a Set 


thy holy Habitation, from Heaven, and 


away all Iniquity, & c. Moſes in the Wil- 


be usd by the Church of God for 
ever; as is manifeſt from Pſalm xc. 


es, the Man of God. When ſuch a 


Ghoſt, us'd, and left to be us'd by us 
in our Sapplications, ſuch a Set and 
Prepared Form of Words, we ought 


3. The Third Part of Prayer, is | $ 
Interceſſion in the behalf of others. 
Now, Bleſſing is an eminent Sort of 


Form of Words in this, we have like- 
wite the Command of God, Nawb. 
5 Vl 23. 4 
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| * The Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee, &c. 


= & | 


vi. 23. Un this wiſe ye ſhall bleſs the 
* Chilaren of Iſrael, ſaying unto them, % 


Here we have not only a Bleſſing, but 
an earneſt Interceſſion with God for 
his People, and the Form and Words 
preſcrib'd by Himſelf, which were not 
to be us'd by mean, ignorant People, 
(who are only now ſuppos'd, by ſome, 

to need the help of Forms,) but by, 

Aaron, and his Sous the Chief Prieſts. 

From which we may be aſſur'd, That 

God approves that Manner of Ad- 
dreſs in our Bleſſings and Interceſſions 
for one another, not only from mean 
People, but from the greateſt. 

g. The Fourth Part of Prayer con- 
ſiſtech in Petitious for. averting Evil, 
commonly call'd Deprecation. And 
for this Purpole, we have ſeveral 
Forms preicrib'd by God, Joel i. 14. 
Gather the Elders, and all. the Inhabt- 
tants of the Land, into the Houſe of the 
Lord your God, and ſay unto the Lord, 
Alas for the Day ; the Day of the Lord 
is at hand, &c. We have God's Com- 
mandment tor another Form, Joel i. 


17. 


4” a 
1 : Bs © 
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4 15. Let the Prieſts, the Ministers of 
the Lord, weep between the Porch and 


FEI 4 Fw 8 


the Altar, and let then ſay, Spare thy 
People, O Lord, and give not thine He- 
ritage to Reproach, & c. From whence 
it clearly follows, that God approves 


the Uſe of a Form in this Part of 


Prayers, tho* commonly the moſt 
earneſt and importunate, and ſuch as 


ſeems leaſt to admit of being bounded 


by a Form ; ſo that we have the Ap- 
robation and Commandment of God 
or the Ule of a Set Form of Words, 
in all the Parts of Prayer. 
II. And accordingly we find holy 


Men of God, tho? full of Wiſdom, 


and of his Spirit, uſing the ſame Sec 
Form of Prayer always on the ſame 
Occaſion: Thus the Scriptures in- 
form us concerning Moſes, Numb. x. 


35. When the Ark jet forrard, Moſes 


ſaid, Riſe up, Lord, and let thine Ene- 


mies be ſcatter d; and let them that 
hate Ihee flee before Thee ; And when 
it reſted, be ſaid, Return, O Lord, un- 
to the many thouſands of Tiracl, From 
whence it appears, that God * 
* the 
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Words in our Prayers, as long as the 
Occaſion of repeating them 1s the 
ſame : For, I preſume, none will ſu- 


ſpect it was for want of Words, or of 


the S pirit of Prayer, that Moſes CON find 


 himielf to this Form. ; 


I ſhall! add further, That the whole 
Book of Pſalms is a Collection of 
Prayers of all Sorts ; and there are 


| few of them but what are moſt Ex- 


cellent Forms of Prayer, expreſs'd in 


ſuch pathetick, ſignificant, and mov- 
ing Words, that we have great Rea- 


fon to thank God tor furniſhing us 
with them, and which we can never 
hope to equal by aay of our own In- 
vention, ſuch are Pſalms iv, v, vi, vii, x, 
x, xi cc. On this Account they were 


* 


Ss. 
4 
* 


The Ule of one Set, Conſtant Form of * 


us'd by the Jews, as the conſtant Ser- 


vice and Liturgy perform'd in their 


Xx Temple,as we may gather from what 


I formerly quoted, 2 Chroz. xxix. 30. 
III. But, perhaps, ſome may thipk, 
theſe Commands and Examples of 
Set Forms of Prayer not to be a ſuffi- 
cient Warrant to Chriſtians; becauſe 
they 


A 


in ſo ple 

Goſpel. I ſhall, therefore, proceed to 
examine the Commands and Exam- 
ples of the New Teſtament, And here, 
1. I think *tis certain, that our Sa- 


viour, and his Apoſtles, pray'd by a 


Form; for they joyn'd in the Worſhip 
of the Temple and Synagogues, which 
conſiſted in Eſalms, as 1 have already 
ſhewn, and in ſome certain Forms of 
Prayers added to them, and conſtantly 
us'd in their daily Service, as we learn 
from thoſe that give an Account of 
by the Jewiſh Worſhip at 
9 hr be that * time. Now our 
— our of te Saviour and his Apoſtles 
Rabbinsz bur tbe being frequently pre- 
Author zbinks i: ſent ac their Service 
fit to conſine bim . 4 
{elf 10 Scripture. both in the T emple and 
Synagogues, tis mani- 
feſt, they approv'd the Manner of 
Addreſſing themſelves to God in a 
Set Form of Words, 
2. But our Saviour has put this 


Matter out of all Diſpute with Im- 


* 
*. 3 
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partial Men, by Preſcribing a Form 

to his Diſciples, when they deſir'd 
him to teach them to pray, as John 
)  -raught his Diſciples. For we find his 
Way of Teaching them, was not by 
> directing them to wait for the Im- 
pulſes of the Spirit, and immediate 
Inſpiration from God, of what they 
NVeere to offer up to him: We do not 
find him ſaying, When ye Pray; ſpeak 
what ſhall then come into your Minas, on 
what ſhall be given you in that Hour, 
without taking thought about what they 
| ſhould ſay; as he did in another Caſe, 
that is, when they ſhould be brought 
before Governors and Rings, for his ſake; 
" +» Mat. x. 19. But in Addreſſiag them- 
ſelves to God, he preſcrib'd them a 
* Form of Words, and commanded them 
to uſe it, Luke xi. 2. And he ſaid unto 


they pray, Oar Father, &c. A Com- 
mand for the Uſe of a Form, ſo plain, 
that *cis impoſſible to expreſs it in 

clearer Terms, | 3 


i. 
F 
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, 

them, When ye pray, ſay, Our Father, 
wvhich art in Heaven, &c. Here is an 
f expreſs Command of Chriſt to his 
Diſciples, to uſe theſe Words when 


+ 
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Tis not to be doubted, but Reli- 4% 
gious Perſons among the Jews offer'd tin 
up conſtantly Prayers to God. We 1e. 
ſee it in David, Pſal. Iv. 17. and in Da- h 
niel, chap. vi. 10. And no doubt, the 
Diſciples of our Saviour were not want: ou 
ing in this Dat), nor in Skill to perform fer 
it; ſince we find, that other devout 
Perſons of their Time had their Hours ſio 
of Prayer, as we ſee in Acts iii. 1. There to 
fore, what they deſir'd of our Saviour, gg 
was not to teach them abſolately, or in 
general, to pray, but to teach them to of 
pray, «s John a!ſo taught his Diſciples, we; 

that is, to give them a Form of Prayer 
proper to his Inſtitution, as they ſaw vs 
the Diſciples of Moſes and John had the 
proper to theirs. Upon which our me 
Saviour gave them the Lord's Prayer, M 
as a Summary of the main Points of for 
his DoGrine, and as a conſtant Badge the 
of their being his Diſciples. As if he of 
{hould have faid, Whenever you offer us, 
up to God your uſual Prayers, which bw 
Religious Cuttom has taught you, a 2 
Jews and Diſciples of Moſes, or of John, Is 
whether in Secret or Publick; add this Go 
£ always 
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43 
always to your other Prayers, for a con- 
tinual Remembrance to you, of thoſe Du- 


ties, Priviledges, and Qualifications 


which belong to you, as My Diſciples ; 
and as a Means of obtaining Grace from 
our Heavenly Father, to enable you to 


perſevere in them. The Lord's Prayer 
is, therefore, a Badge of our Profeſ- 
ſion, impos'd by Chriſt himſelf, and 


to be us'd by Us, as we would be ac- 
counted his Diſciples. i 
Neither will ſaying the Subſtance 


of it in other Words of our oma In- 


vention, anſwer the Intent of this 


Command: Since, 


1. We are ſure the Subflance: of 


the Prayer is put by Chriſt in the 


moſt appoſite, and comprehenſive 
Words that are poſſible ; and, there- 
fore, wholly to lay them aſide for o- 


thers, is plainly to decline the Choice 
of Words that Chriſt has made for 
us, and ſubſtitute leſs appoſite of our 
<< wn, to expreſs thoſe Petitions in. 
2. The more particularly any thing 
s Commanded in the Worſhip of 
Hod, we ought to be the more care- 


my 


ful 


— _ ——— 
44 Of PRAYER, Chap. 2. 


ful to obſerve it; and may be the 
more confident, that God is pleas'd 
With our Performance of it. Since, 
therefore, we are particularly com- 
manded, when we pray, to ſay, Oar 
Father, &c. whatever other Prayers 
we offer to God, this ought not to 
be. omitted. 

3. In general, we are commanded 
to offer up our Deſires to God; and 
in particular, to offer this Prayer, 
Theſe Commands agree very well 
together, and; therefore, the one 


ought not to juſtle out the other. 


To lay aſide the Prayer particularly 
commanded by Chriſt, for others t 


our own Compoſing, in purſuance 


of the general Command, 1s too ap- 


pareatly to prefer our own Invention 
to Gods Command. 


4. When we take the Liberty to 
word our own Prayers, we may for- 
get. ſome things; we may mix our 
own Frailties and Weakneſs in our 
Petitions; and this too often appears 
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both. in the Matter and Wording of 
them, The Way, therefore, to ſup- N. 
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le ply theie Defects, and to obtain Par- 
Aon for our Infirmities, is, to uſe our 
%% Lord's perfect Prayer, not only as a 
nPattern ior Prayer (as ſome will have 
„ gt) but likewiſe as a Form neceſſary 
is #0 be us'd, to correct what may be 
to mis, or defective in our own Prayers. 

5. They who lay aſide the Words 
«a of the Lord's Prayer, are in danger to 
1d Jay aſide ſome of the Subſtance of it 
r. alto; particularly the Subſtance of 
cl that Petition, Forgive us our Treſpaſ- 
ne Yes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs a- 
I, wainſt us: For many who lay aſide 
iy the Lord's Prayer, do neither in Terms 
of! nor Subſtance offer this Petition to 
ce God; nay, are ſo far from making 
p- this the Condition of their Pardon, as 
n Chriſt has taught us, that they pub- 

Aickly diſpute againſt the Form, for 


to this very reaſon: Tho? Chriſt, who 
r foreſaw the Objection which our Cor- 
ur vuptions would be apt to make, has 


ur anſwer'd it, and bound it upon us in- 
is diſpenſably as our Duty, to ask For- 
of giveneſs on theſe, and no other Terms, 
P. t. vi. 15. And, indeed, if ſuch a 
1 Sen: 
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Sentence had been pretcrib'd by our the 
Lord, to be only repeated by Chri. 
ſtians once, or oftner, every Day, ii 
would have ſeem'd but what was ne. 
ceſſary, to mind them of that pecu- 
liar, and indiſpenſable Duty of their? 
Profeſſion. We lee the Wiſdom o f 
the Ancients thought fit to reduce? Ol 
their Doctrine or Inſtructions into Pro. 

verbs, or ſhort Sentences to be got by Lo 
Heart, and kept continually in Me. the 
mory, as of great Influence for guid-! the 
ing Mens Lives and Actions; and or 


0 _ 


ſuch Sentences mult be of much greater: Ait 
Influence, when repeated in the Pre. in 


ſence of God, as theſe in our Lord ex 
Prayer are requir'd to be. 

Laſtly, This Prayer being given us © 
as a Badge of our Profiſſion, a Sum- 80 
mary ot our Duty as Chriſtians, and fel 
a Form of ſound Words; tis no more] fer 
law ful to alter it, than to lay it aſide MO” 


and it would be the ſame Preſump- * 


tion and Hazard to ſubſtitute other 
Words inſtead of Chriſt's, in this. 
Prayer, which we are oblig'd always fo 
to uſe when we Pray, as 10 _ in 
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urls the Words of our Creed; or as it 
rj. would be in a Battle, to change the 
ii Mord given by a General, or any Part 
ne. pf it, and to retain only the Signifi- 
nM ration of it. From all which, tis 
cir manifeſt, that God has requir'd Forms 


of Of Prayer to be us'd by us, both in the 
ice Old and New Teſtament. 
70. As to the Difference we find in the 
by Lord's Prayer, as deliver'd by St. Mar- 
le. them and St. Lake, tis to be obſerv'd, 
d. that our Saviour ſpake in the Syriac, 
nd or vulgar Hebrew, and the Evange- 
ter Mitts writ their Goſpels in Greek: Now 
re. in the Syriac, one and the ſame Word 
7; Rexpreſſes both thoſe different Words, 
—Zwhich the Evangeliſts uſe in the ſame 
un Petition, as Debts, and Treſpaſſes, &c. 
m. So that *cis no real, but a ſecming Dif- 
ad ference between them; all the dif- 
referent Words being the ſame in the 


iy 
% at 
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* 


je Oyiginal Language in which our Sa- 
p- viour ſpake. | | 
= IV. As we have the Command of 
od, and the Example of his Saints, 
for Offering up our Prayers to Him, 
in a det and Prepared Form of Woes 


— bu 
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ſo we have the like Example for jon. 
ing Voices, upon Occaſion, in Offering 
theſe Words. Generally *cis ſufficient, n 
that the People joyn in their Hearts |? t! 
with the Words of Publick Prayers; 
yet the Scriptures warrant alſo, o |z 
ſome Uccaſion, their joining their Voices. 

1. Thus we find the People of /. 
rael addreſſing themſelves to God, 


N 8 ES 3 2 5, N 
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Judg. xxi. 2. And the People came to ci 
the Houſe of God, and abode there "till | b. 
Even, before God; and lift up their i}: 
Voices, and wept ſore, and ſaid, O Lord C 
God of Iſrael, why is this come to paſs | | lt 


in Ifracl? &c. 1 

2. In Hymns and Pſalms (which! 
are alſo Prayers in great part, as I | i 
noted before) the People are gene- 
rally allow'd by all (as being fully 
warranted by Scripture) to joya their 
Voices. So Moſes, and the Children? 
of 1/rael ſung. unto the Lord, Exod. Þ 
XV. 1. 
3. In the New Teſtament we have Þ 
an Eminent Example of this Practice, 
Act, iv. 23. where the Apoſtles and 
their Diſciples /ift up their V. * 1 
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God with one Accord, and ſaid Lord, thou 
art God, &c. If this Prayer was im- 
t, mediately inſpir'd, as it ſeems it was; 
s then the whole Aſſembly was inſpir'd 
together, aot only to think the ſame 
n [3 Thing, but likewiſe to utter the ſame 
s. | Words; and the Spirit of God by it 
. has atteſted the Firnels and Decency 
of a whole Congregation's pronoun- 
cing the ſame Prayer together. If it 
had not been convenient, that this 
2 ihould be ſometimes practis'd in our 
4 Chriſtian Aſſemblies, God would not 
have given us this Example. If the 

6 People were always to joyn in their 

> Hearts only with our Publick Prayers, 
it would have been {o here; for the 


je ·¶ Spirit of God would not ha ve led them 
ayto do an indecent thing, or a thing 
ir unfit for Goa's Worſhip. 

en 4. St. Paul and Silas join'd alſo 
od. their Voices in their Prayers, as we 


may ſee from Acts xvi 25, And at 
VC : Mianight Paul aud Silas pray, aud 
ce, ¶ ſang Praiſes unto God, and the Priſo- 
nd ers heard them. I know it may be 
zo alledg'd, That they ſung their Pray- 
ved | 8 ers, 
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ers, which they offer'd up to God on 
this Occaſion, and on that Account p 


jm d their Voices. I confeſs che Ori- 4 
ginal javours this Inference; but if fit 
it be allow'd, that the Apoſtles ſung 2 th 
their Prayers together, it mult be al- |? ,, 


low'd, that they might likewiſe ſay 4 


* 
— 
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them together: For we find the Bſeſ- y,, 
ſed in Heaven offering not only their na 


Praiſes together, but their Prayers vic 
alſo; ſo Rev. vi. 10. They cryed with Te 
a loud Voice, ſaying, How long, O Lord, * py, 
Holy and True, dot thou not judge, and | z 2 C 
avenge our Blood, & c. From all which] gc 
*tis manifeſt, that we are warranted / Th. 
by the Examples of God's People, botli rep: 
in the Old and New Teſtament, to] in t! 
joyn our Voices, as well as our Hearts, us'd 
in ſome of our Publick Supplications / whe 
to God; and that this Practice is no not!. 
New Invention of Men. 74 
V. If we conſult the Scripture, we he b 
ſhall find, that 'tis the Prieſt's Part 
to make Publick Interceſſion for the 
People, but yet ſo, that the People 5 
ought to bear a Part by themfelves, Barn 
and anſwer in the Service, which we were 
commonly call Reſpoyſes, 1: They 
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= 
Z 13, They are commanded to do it, 
P ſal. cvi. 48. where after the Prayers 
and Praiſes, of which the Palm con- 
ſiſts, are ended, it is added, Let all 
the People ſay, Amen; Praiſe the Lord: 
And accordingly we find, 1 CHron. xvi. 
36. that the People ſaid Amen, and 
fraiſed the Lord, And this is more ſig- 
rnally obſervable in that ſolemn Ser- 
vice at the Dedication of Solomonu's 
h | Temple, where we find, firſt, the 
4, Prieſts and Levites praiſing God, 
4 2 Chron. v. 13. and ſaying, For he is 
ch good; for his Mercy endureth for ever: 
d The uſual Form of Praiſing, ſo often 
th repeated in the Palms, particularly 
to in the cxxxvith, which was probably 
75, us'd at that time. Then Solomon, 
ms who built the Temple, perform'd a- 
no nother Part of the Service, Chap.vi.3. 
he bleſſed, fr/t, the People; ſecondly, 
we] e bleſſed, and thanked God for his 
art Mercy; and, /:/tly, offer'd that Di- 
the Mine Prayer of Dedication, which we 
ple find in that Chapter: Then follow the 
ves, Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifices, which 
we vere peculiarly the Prieſt's Share of 
hey 2 the 
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the Service, Chap. 7. And God gives f. 
his Approbation of their Praiſes, Pray. 0 
ers, and Offerings, by ſending down | 7 
Fire from Heaven to conſume their , 
Sacrifices: And then, laſt of all, fol. 
lows the People's Part which they 
perform, Chap. vii- 2. They bowed then. 
ſelves with their Faces to the Ground It 
upon the Pavement, and worſhipped, ani 
praiſed the Lord, .ſaying, He is good, 
for his Mercy endureth for ever. This 
Service was order'd by the Spirit of} 
God, and plaialy ſhews us, that He“ 
approv'd of the People's having a 
Share, or Part, peculiar to themſelves}: 
in his Worſhip. | 4 
2. If it be ſaid, that this was the“ 
Way of Worſhipping God under the“ 
Law, which is now aboliſhed, and“ 
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this Practice in the Chriſtian Church 
and by admitting the People to bear 
a Part in the Publick Service, and ; 
to anſwer to the Prayers, have al 
ſur'd us, that this is no Legal 52 | 

| ung 
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—liſh'd Ceremony. This is manifeſt 
from 1 Cor. xiv. 16. Elſe when thou 
* ſhalt bleſs with the Spirit, how ſhall he 
that occupieth the Room of the Un- 
r learned, ſay, Amen, at thy gixing of 
* Thauks ? Which ſhews, that even 
the Unlearned had a Part aſſigned 
them in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. 
+> It may be added to this, what 1 
obſerv'd before, ( Chap. 1. Sed. 1. 
VN. 4.) of the Reſponſes in Praiſing 
God, and of the Worſhip deſcrib'd 
in the Revelations, where the Au- 
gels and Elders repreſenting the Cler- 
2 gy, and the Maltitude repreſenting 
the People, bear each of them their 
daiſtinct Parts; in Alluſion to what 
was done in the Chriſtian Aſſem- 
the blies. And this is a clear Proof, 
that the People bore a Part, and 
L. anſwer'd to the Bleſſings and Pray- 
ers of him that officiated, ever ſince 
the Chriſtian Worſhip was Eſta» 
= bliſhed. 
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Lures afford us for the Publick Perfor. 


mance of our Prayers to God; let us} 
now conſider the Worſhip of Our 


Church, and compare it with them, 
both as to the Words and Matter of | 
our Prayers: And, to the Comfort | 


of us who are of this Communion, it 


will clearly appear, 


1. That there is not one Thing we 


ask of God in them, which He has 


not particularly directed us to ask; 
or any thing for which we ought to! 
pray, that it is omitted. The Advan- 
tage we have towards the Proof of Þ 
this Boint, that our Prayers are fixed 
and ſtated, and may be examin'd by] 


all, that have a Mind to be ſatisfy'd 


in them. An Advantage we gain by Þ 


putting them into a Set and Prepared 
| Form 
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The Rules aud Practice of our Church, 
coucerning Prayer. 7 

| Aving thus ſeen the Directions 
and Examples, which the Scrip- - 
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| ſes to our Prayers, whereby they may 
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Form of Mords, according to the Com- 
mands of God, and the Examples of 
Holy Men; whereas 'tis impoſſible 
for ſuch as ule only ex tempore Pra yer, 
thus to jultity their Service, becauſe 
their Prayers are altogether uncertain, 
and depend on the preſent Thoughts 
of the Speaker. 

2. Our Church requires the People 
to join their Voices with the Miniſter 
in ſome of the Prayers, in which they 
are more particularly concerned, and 
which ſeem of the moſt general, and 
greateſt Moment : Such are the ge- 
neral Confeſſions of Sin, and the 
Lord's Prayer. 

3. Our Church has aſſign'd for the 
People, ſome ſhort Anſwers or Reſpon- 


be ſtirred up to Attention, and ſigni- 
fy their Concurrence with the Mini- 
iter. Thus, to every Prayer and Bleſ- 
ſiag they are oblig*d to anſwer Amen, 
as, we find, the People did in the 
Church of Corinth; and to join Una- 
nimouſly in ſome other ſhort Ejacu- 
lations, to implore God's Mercy, or 
beſcech” 
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beſecch Him to hear us. In all 
which, I have already ſhew'd, we 
have the Warrant of Scripture ; and | 
*tis plain to any one, that will be at Ty 
the Pains to conſider our Service, 
that we have takea the Rules there- I 
of from Scripture, and have not in- . 
vented a Service out of our o.] ] Di 
Heads; and then (as is too often e 
the Cuſtom of Innovators ) endea- | | 
vour'd to make the Scripture com- as 
phy with it. The firlt Reformers of | = 
= Our Church would never have re- » 
nmaim'd, and prepar'd Forms of Pray- | O0 
ers, had they not found ſuch in Scrip- 5 
ture: They would never have re- 4. , 
quir'd the People to join their Voices | 15 
in ſome Prayers, and anſwer to o- 
thers, if the Examples of Scriptutre . 
had not led them to it: They pro- 
fels'd, that their Deſign was to make 
the Word of God their Rule; and 
we {ce how exactly they conform'd 
to it in theſe Particulars. I wiſh I | 
could ſay as much for all other Ways 
of Worthip among Proteſtants. 1 
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ll 3 | 8 
ue Practice of thoſe who differ from Us, 
II. N D here I muſt entreat 
= you of my Dioceſe, who 


a Dulent from Our Worſhip, ſeriouſly 
to conſider, with me, what it is 
which you have ſubſlituted in the 
Place of theſe Things, which you 
„have entirely laid alide, tho? fo ex- 
prelly directed, and warranted by 
_ {2Scripture; and examine, whether 
4 your Way has a ſolid Foundation in 
D Goa's Word, I ſhall endeavour to 
| repreſent it with all Fairneſs and 
> Impartiality, and leave you to judge 
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re WEE God {hall direct you, and as you 5 : 
65 will anſwer it at the Laſt Day. | 3 
* And here find, that ſome of your pi 


2Vriters are of Opinion, That the Sp 
24 “ of Prayer # given to all the Chil 
garen of God in ſome meaſure, for ena- 
bling their Hearts to conctive, and 
their Tongnes to expreſs convenient De- 
Les to God; and that, therefore, 
| D 5 Forms 


5 . ® Ao 


75 


I. 


tt — — A — rw̃— — * 


Forms of Prayer are of no necellary y 
Uſe, either in Publick or Private; on | © af 
the contrary, that they ſtint the Spi- | * N 
rit, and hinder Men from ſtirring | to 
up, or uſing the Gift that God has 
given them. ſo 
2. Others of you go further, and to 
affirm, that all Forms of Prayers are Le 
unlawful to Chriſtians; and that, | Fr 
therefore, *tis a Sin to joyn in a Wor-| | 
{hip where they are us'd, or to be} 50 
reſent at it. . 
3. That the Miniſter is the Mouth 
of the Congregation, and that he only| 705 
is to ſpeak publickly to God in the be-| c 
half of the People; and that they are| + you 
not to join their Voices, but their] 4at: 
Hearts only with him. vol 
Upon theſe Principles you forſakeþ © £24 
our Worſhip, and many of you think] finc 
it is a Sin, to be ſo much as preſent] Ch: 
at our Religious Aſſemblies. It is off Tel 
great Importance, therefore, that you v1 
ſhould underſtand what the Scrip- 
tures determine in this Matter; for i 
Our Worſhip (which you thus for- U 
ſake) be plainly enjoyn'd by Scripture? 
. (| 
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(as 1think ha ve made it ſuſficiently 
n | © appear} and theſe Principles of Tour 
i» | * Worſoip, and Tour Practice purſuant 
to them, have no Found tion in Scrip— 
3 ture; I cannot ſee how you can an- 
ſer our forſaking Our Aſſemblies, 
id. to God, and your own Conlciences. 
re Let us, then, conſider each of thete 
it, | - Principles apart. | 
r IE And prf, for that Poſition of 
be | your Directory, That the Spirit of Prayer 
„ given to all the Chilaren of God in 
th ſame meaſure, for enabling their Hearts 
ly | to concei ve, and their Tongues to exprejs 
Ye | convenient Deſires to God; I entreat 
ire! you 0 conſider what Promiſe Or Foun- 
cir} dation it has in Scripture, J profeſs to 
you leriouſly, That upon the ſtricteſt 
ke © Enquiry I could make, I never could 
nk find any ſuch Promiſe mage to all the 
ent Children of Goa, in the Old or New 
of Teſtaments; neither did I ever meet 
ou with any Diſſenter, that was able to 
ip ſhew any ſuch Promiſe, to furniſh us 
il wich Words in Prayer, without the 
or- Ule of Ser and Premeditated Forms. 
ure It, then, there be zone ſuch, as we 
(o nay 
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may be well aflur'd there is not; Was 
it not too much Prelumpuion, in the 
Compilers of your Directory, to ob- 
trude this Doctrine on the World, or 
perſuade People to depend on it, and 
neglect the help of Forms, which the 
Scripture preſcribes, and recommends 


to us? Nay, as there is no Promile | 
tor ſuch extraordinary Aſſiſtance to 
tu all the Children of God to conceive | 


Prayer ; lo neither is there any Com- 
mand in Scripture, requiring us to 


worſhip, or pray to God in a conceiv'd, | 
Extemporary, or Unpremeditated | 
Prayer, or jo much as an Example | © 
in a ſettled ordinary Congregation | 
where it was practis'd.. It then you 
can ſhew none of theſe in the Hol; | 


Scriptures, neither Promiſe nor Com- 


mand, *tis a plain Cale, that this Doc- 
trine is a meer Invention of Men, and 
the Worſhip built on it a Vanih, in the 


Sence of Our Saviour, Mark vil. 7. It 


my Deſigu were only to confute an 
Adverſary, what I have already ſaid 
were lufficient; but thisSpirzt of Prayer 


is a Point of ſuch Conſequence, that I Þ 


hope] 
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hope, it will be both grateful, and 
inſtructive to the Readers of all Sorts, 
to explain it to them, and ſet it in 
as clear a Light as I can; which I 
Mall do under the following Heads. 
III. 1. Firſt, therefore, I doubt 
not but it will be granted, That who- 


| ever prajeth to God with Faith, Sin- 


cerity, Fervency, Love, Humility, 
Conformity to God's Will, Underſtand» 
ing, and Decency of Expreſſion, prays 
Acceptably to Him, and is endow'd 
with the Spirit of Prayer ; and who- 
ever prays without theſe, does want 
it. 


2. I ſuppoſe, no Man, of himſelf, 


can attain theſe Graces, that are re- 
quiſite to make our Prayers accep- 
table, and that, therefore, we mult 
have the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit 
to beget them in us. 

3. J ſuppoſe, that 'tis poſſible for 
a Man to acquire, by Natural Means 
and Ability, to expreſs himſelf de- 
cently in Prayer; tho? he cannot ſo 
acquire Faith, or any other inward 
Grace; lo that Decency of n 
tue 
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the loweſt Part of the Gift of Prayer, 
and not always a Part of it. 

4. I fay, that one Praying by a 
Form, may have all theſe Qualifica- 
tions, and, theretore, his Prayer may 
be acceptable to God, and procecd 
from his Spirit. 

This may be prov'd to the Diſſen- 
ters, 1. Prom the Aſſemblies Larger 
Catechiſm, which acknowledges it: 
For when the Queition is put, How 
is the Lord's Prayer to be us,? The 
Anſwer is, The Lord's Prayer is not on- 
ly for Direction, as a Pattern according 
to which we are to make our Prayers, but 
may be alſo us'd 2s a Prayer, ſo that it 
be done with Underſtanding, Pais hi, Re- 
verence, and other Graces neceſſary to 
the right Performance of the Daty of 
Prayer. 2. Many of the Pſalms are 
(as I obterv'd before) Forms of 
Prayer, and the Diſſeuters make no 


Scruple to turn cheſe Forms of Pray- 


ers into Metre, and then ſing them 
Line by Line after the Miniſter. As 
for Example: The Firlt Verſe of 
the vet Piam runs thus, in the Tran- 
lation they ule, Give 


n 
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Give ear unto words, O Lord, 
my meditations weigh : 
Hear my loud cry, my Ming, my God; 
for I ro thee mill pray. 


This is as much a Form of Prayer, as 
any in the Lizany; and by their uſing 
it as they do, they plainly practiſe 
Praying by a Form : And do turther 
alſo allow, That Prayers, as well as 
Praiſes, may be offer'd to God with 
ſirging ; and that they may repeat 
their Forms of Prayer after the Mini- 
ſter. With what Reaton, then, can 
it be ſaid againtt us, That a Form of 
Prayer ſuug in Verſe, and after the 
Miniſter's Reading it, is commeada- 
ble; but rhe ſame laid, or ſung in 
Proſe, is Unlawful? 

5. Extemporary conceived Pray- 
ers may Want theſe Spiritual! Quali- 


fications of Prayer, as I believe, will 


not be deny*d by thoſe that contend 
moſt for them, aud they orten are 
manif2!tiy deficient; being ſome- 
times per foi m'd without Reverence 

| or 
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64 Of PRAYER, 
or Decency of Expreſſion, and by 
ſome, even, without Underſtanding ; 
and where theſe Qualifications are 
tound, others may be wanting. The 
Scriptures obſerve, That a May may 
make long Prayers, and yet have a 
Mind diſpos'd to devour Widows 
Houſes, He may want Faith, Ha- 
mility, Fervency, and Afaance in 
God, and yet be able to Pray with- 
out a Form: And, therefore, ſuch 
Prayers are not always acceptable 

to God. = 
6. Therefore, when God promiſes 
the Spirit of Grace and Supplication: 
to his People, Aach. xii. 10. this Pro- 
miſe doth not extend to enable all 
Men who are God's Children, to 
conceive with their Hearts, and ex- 
preſs with their Mouths, conveni- 
ent Deſires, without a Form: For, 
as I ſhew'd before, every One to 
whom God gives a Heart and Dit- 
poſition to pray, has the Spirit of 
Prayer, and he who from this Prin- 
ciple offers up his Deſires to God 
in a Form, prays acceptably; _ 
18 


3 .: 


Chap. 2. 
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he that offers them without that 
Principle, tho' he do it in unpre- 


meditated and extemporary Words, 
is rejected; and, therefore, the Spi- 
rit of Prayer is the Grace, the 


Heart, the Diſpoſition and Ability 


to pray; and whether it be with, 
or without a Form, ſuch a Man's 
Prayers are acceptable to God; and 


ic is greatly ſuperſtitious to think, 


or teach otherwiſe, If God give 
us a Heart to pray, and by His 
Providence hath provided us a Form 


to expreſs our Deſires in, or ena- 


bles us to make one, *tis ſufficient, 


and we ought to be thankful. 


7. In Confirmation of this Ac- 


count of the Spirit of Prayer, we may 
further obſerve, 


1. That noWorſbip is acceptable to 


Cod, that is not offer'd to Him in Spi- 
vit and Truth, John iv. 24. and there- 
fore, the Scripture recommends to us 
Frqers in and by the Spirit; but that 
| Praying with the Spirit, does not ſignify 
_ extemporary, unpremeaitatea Prayers, or 


exclude Forms appears from 1 Cor. xiv. 
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15. 1 will pray nith the Spirit, I wil] $p 
pray with the Underſtanding , I will ſm thi 
with the Spirit, I will ſing with the U 
derſtanding alſo. Here we find Sing.  W 
ing with the Spirit, as well as Praia dr 
with it; and whoever ſings other-Þ ſo 
wiſe, doth not worſhip God as he] fe 
ought; but tho? we are oblig'd to] hi; 
ſing with the Spirit, yet we mult and!“ A 
ought, to ſing in the Congregation with þ of 
a Set Form of Words; and, therefore, be 
for the ſame Reaſon, tho? we 27 A 
with the Spirit, we may pray by a Set] P, 
ana Prepared Form of Words: Thel m 
molt ſpiritual Songs conſiſt of a Set] C. 
Form of impoſed Words, and to may to 
the moſt ſpiritual Prayers. Praying, | to! 
therefore, with the Spirit, in this Place, vi. 
is ſo far from meaning, or being anÞ 20 


an 4 


— 


Argument for the Ule of extempo-Þ 15 
rary, unpremeditated Prayers, that! H 
tis rather an Argument againſt them: of 
For either we are oblig'd by it to ſing as 
to God in Extemporary Hymns, or w! 
we are not oblig*d to pray to Him in G. 
Extemporary Prayers; ſince 'tis un- 21 


reaſonable to interpret Singing with the 
8 pirit 
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| Spirit in one Sence, and Praying with 

the Spirit in a contrary, 

2. And to confirm this further, 
Me find the moſt {piritual Perſons ad- 

dtreſſiug themſelves to God in Forms; 


7 


ſerv'd before) and ſo did our Saviour 
himſelf on the Croſs, when in his 
Agony, he repeated the Firſt Verſe 
of Pſa/. xxii. in Syriac, and, as ſome 
believe, the whole Pſalm; by which 


Act, he recommends to us Forms of 
Prayer in his dying Breath, as the 
' moſt proper Means of expreſſing our 
Condition toGod,and as moſt ſuitable 
to the Divine Majeſty ; and, there- 
fore, Praying -=--=-» in the Spirit, Eph. 
vi. 18. Praying in the Holy Ghoſt, Jude 
20. and with the Spirit, 1 Cor. xiv. 
15. ſignify Praying with Grace in our 
| Hearts, by the Aſſiſtance and Motion 
of the Holy Spirit: And a Man may 
as well pray with Grace in his Heart, 
when he prays by a Form, as fing with 
Grace in his Heart, when he ſings by 
4 Form, | 


3. We have aPromiſe, that God's 


Spirit 


Spirit will aſſiſt us with this Grace in 
our Hearts, but we have no Promile 
that He will help us to Words with: 


eth our Infirmittes ; for we know not wha: 
we ſhould Pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit it ſelf maketh Interceſſion for us 
with Groanings that cannot be atrercs: 
Thoſe Inward Motions in the Heart, 
called here Groanings, are that Grace 
in the Heart with which we ought to 
pray, and to which, the Spirit of Goa 
doth, and, indeed, only can help us; 
and to Pray with this Grace, is to Pra) 
in, and with the Spirit, whether we 
uſe Words or no; andif we do uſe 
them, whether we reduce them in- 
to a Form firſt, or pour them forth 
as they preſent themſelves to our 
Minds; but we have no Promiſe, 
that the Holy Ghoſt will always fur- 
niſh us with fit Words on all Oc- 
caſions, and, therefore, ought not to 

preſume that He will. 
4. *Tis certain, that He did furniſh 
lome with ſuch Words.; for we 2 
oth 
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out the Uſe of Forms; as will appear 
from Rom. viii. 26, The Spirit alſo helps 
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* 
4 
1 


— — „„ 


both Prayers and Hymns dictated im- 
mediately by Him, of which we have 
Examples in the Hymns of the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin, and Zacharias, and in tlie 
Song or Prayer of Simeon, and in Achs 
iv. 24. But then it is manifeſt, that 
this was an Extraordinary Gift of 
God, and a Part of Prophecy, and we 
may not depend on the Holy Ghoſt 
for this Gift, more than for any o- 
ther Extraordinary Gift, 'till it be 
made appear, that it was to conti- 
nue always in the Church, and to 
be communicated to all the Children 
of God. Praying, and Singing the 
Praiſes of God, are Duties incumbent 
on all Chriſtians ; but we are no more 
oblig'd to Extemporary Prayers, from 
any Example of Inſpir'd Men in Scrip- 
ture, than to ſing Extemporary Hymns, 
from the like Examples; to which yet 
none, I think, pretend. 

5. Tis very obſervable, that even 
thoſe who compoſed their Prayers and 
Hymns by immediate Inſpiration, did 
not generally offer them to God in 
he Congregation, till they had firſt 
| re- 
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reduced them into a form. Thus Da. F | pore 
vid firſt penn'd his Pſalms, and then ing 
deliver'd them to be ſung, 1 Chron, Þ imn 
xvi. 7: and 'tis probable, the Pro. Nutte 
phets, 1 Cor. xiv. 26. did the fame; Þ gre: 
for they are ſuppoſed, Every one io if 
have a P/alm, a Dodt rine, a Tongue, « þ #0 e. 
Revelation, &c. that is, to have them er 
ready, and reduc'd into Form, for Þ e 
the Uſe of the Church, when they Þ j#* 
That this is the | 8 
Meaning of having a Pſalm, &c, in } o 
this Place will appear very probable, Fer 
not only from the Words, which na- tur. 
turally import this, and can hardly fels 
be otherwiſe interpreted, but like- by 
wile from the Apoſtles making a Dif- Pra 
ference between what theſe Prophets Þ 19 
had prepar'd, and what was reveal'd Þ 
immediately at the Time of their Jur 
being together, ver. 30. If azy thing ſee 


be reveal'd to another that ſitteth by, let me 
the fir hold his Peace. Which ſhews I £& 
that theſe P/aims, &c. were to give ral 
Place to ſuch as were immediately He 
inſpir'd: So far were theſe inſpir'd | Go 

up 


Men irom countenancing an Extem- 
| porary, 


-: — 
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a. porary, Unpremeditated Way of ſerv- 
ning Goa, except where there was an 
„ | immediate Revelation for it, and fo 
>. | utterly void of Scripture-Proot is this 
great Principle of the D.ſſexters Wor- 
o © ſhip, That the Spirit of Prayer 13 gin 
a | to every one of the Faithful, to enable 
n | them to concetve nith the Heart, and 
r | expreſs with their Torgues, their Neceſs 
y | ſires 10 God, without a Form, 
« © 5. Ir lies, therefore, my Friends, 
1 © on your Teachers, who are of this 
, © Pcrtuaſion, to produce plain Scrip- 
ure for your Principles, or elſe to con- 
„fes, that you have laid aſide Prayers 
. © by Forms commanded by God, and 
. © prattiſed by Holy Men in Scripture, 
to make room for this Way of Pray- 
ig, of Men's own Invention. But 
further, That Place, Ecclef. v. 1, 2. 
| ſeems to me to afford a ſtrong Argu- 
ment againſt ſuch Prayers, When thou 
| goeff to the Houſe of God, —— Be not 
| raſh with thy Mouth, and let not thy 
| Heart be haſty to utter any thing before 
Cod. For God is in Heaven, and thon 
upon Earth. Therefore let thy W mY be 
ew, 
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Fw. 


be raſh 
atter any thing before Goa, if it be not 


with our Mouth, or haſty 1 


Raſbneſs to truſt the Expreſſing al 


our Deſires, to fuch uncertain, and 
unpremeditated Words, as our In. 
vention ſuggeſts unto us, when we 
come before Him, Which (as I have 
ſhew'd) the Scriptures give us 50 
Promiſe of being ſupply*d to us by 
the Spirit on ordinary Occaſions. [ 


appeal to you, whether it would not 


be look'd on as a Raſhneſs for an or- 
dinary Perſon to ſpeak to a Prince, 
or ſolema Aſſembly, concerning a 
Matter of great Moment, in Words 
unpremeditared and untorm'd, and 
we {hall hardly find any ſo raſh as 
to venture on it. King Solomon here 
ſeems to have recommended the lame 
Modeſty to Men, in their Addreſſes 
to God. 

But inaſmuch as God has not ex- 
preſly forbidden all Extemporary Pro- 
ers, ] would not be underitood by 
this to condema ali fuch, as Unlaw- 


fol. There may be ſome Men (tho 


ot 


It is hard to ſay, what it is to - 
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not very many) able to exprets 
themſelves ſignificantly and decent- 
ly, ex tempore; and there are ſome 
Occaſions that requirg it, ev'n in Pub- 


lick; and on theſe Occaſions, when a 
Man has not Time allow'd him to 


reduce his Deſires into Form, beſore 


© he offers them, he may depend on 


the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, as we 
may in all other Caſes of Neceſſi- 


ty, or, at leaſt, hope for Pardon of 
courſe to our Infirmities: But to de- 
pend on that Spirit, and negle& the 
Means God has given us to provide 
our ſelves, looks ſo like tempting 
him, that we ought, carefully, to 
avoid it : And I find Prudent, Mo- 
deſt Men are awayg,of this, and 
though they be very nous for Ex- 
temporary Prayers, yet they pray 


really as much by a Form, as if they 


had the Common- Prayer before them. 
The Secret is only this, they com- 
poſe Forms of Prayer, of ſeveral Sorts, 


digeſt them well in their Minds, 
and commit them ro Memory ; fo 


[that they can, on cccaſion, trant- 


We poic 


» 
* 308 
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. 
pole the Parts of them, change, MW 
add, or leave out, as they ſee Reaſon; is 
and thus they are, in Effect, provi- th 
ded with a Form, tho* the People WW le: 
canaot perceive it, and admire them rio 
tor their Readineſs, and Fluency. the 
It is eaſie for any Man of moderate ma 
Parts to manage the Matter thus ; lic! 
but the more ignorant and ordinary ſee 
Preachers, that know not, or are 
not capable of the Method of ir, the 
tall into very indecent and vain Re- Pr; 
petitions, and are often at a Joſs, MW is fe 
when they ſtrive to practiſe this tur, 
Way of Addreſſing to God. of 
Another Account may be given Rul 
of theſe leeming Extemporary, Pray- Apr 
ers, not muy fferent from the {Wcaſic 
former, namely, That good Men Hur 
make a Conſcience of Secret Prayer WRul 
to God, and have grown up in a Mar 
conſtant Diſcharge of this Daty, do GD 
by degrees fall into a Form even Wwhic 
with themſelves ; for how much ſo- Vorn 
ever their Prayers were ex tempore MGod 

at firſt, yet having continual Occaſign, 
of Praying to God for the fame 
| | things, 
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things, they find in Time, that there 
is but one beſt Way of expreſſing 
the ſame thing; which neceſſarily 
leads to a Form. However, the va- 
rious Ways they made uſe of before, 
E they ſettled on one, ſerve them as fo 
many Forms when they come in Pub- 
lick: And by changing of theſe, they 
ſeem to pray ex tempore. 5 
10. La#ly, Let me obſerve, That 
the Ule of Extemporary, Concei ved 
© Prayers, even in Caſes of Neceſſity, 
is founded on a general Rule of Scrip- 
ture only, which commands us to asł 
of God what we lack: Of which 
Rule our own Prudence makes the 
Application in ſuch Extemporary Oc- 
x caſions. But when we ſet up this 
n Human Application of this general 
er Rule, in Oppoſition to that particular 
a Manner of Asking, commanded by 
do G, and practis'd by Holy len, 
en which is by Set and Premeditated 
[0- {Worms in the ordinary Worſhip of 
ore God, and turn God's way out of his 
Werſhip to make room for one of our 
own: This is to diſplace a particular 
E 2 Com- 
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Command of God, on pretence of yo 
guiding our {elves by a general one; I ho 
In which we are not only more liable] 2 
to Miſtakes, but we fail of paying Þ he 
due Reſpect to God's Directions. Bu 
For general Commands ought only! 82 
to take Place in ſuch Caſes, where ple 
God has not laid down a particular pri 
Rule. tri 
And thus I have examin'd the Firſt in 
Principle of Diſſenters; That the Spirit | Cl, 
of Prayer is given to all the Children of has 
Goa, whereby they are enabled to Con. to 
cerve with the Heart, and Expreſs nith tea 
the Mouth convenient Deſires to God. Ch 
IV. I come now to ſpeak to the but 
Second; That all Forms of Prayer ar: ful, 
unlamful to Chriſtians ; and that it 54 ma 
Sin to join in « Werſhip where they ar! Te, 
as'd, or ſo much as to be preſent at it. ful, 
It there be any of you tor whom 1 Te. 
intend theſe Papers, of this Opinion, W qui 
as I tear ſome of you are, and all oi of / 
you do in your Practice, who com-. ſpir 
ply with thoſe that maintain it, and, J 
therefore, cannot acquit your ſelves can 
from Countenancing it; I defire MW wh 
: you 
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you to oblerve, That if there were 
no harm in the Opinion, or if it were. 
2 meer Speculation, we ſhould not 
be much concern'd at their Miſtake: 
But by what I have ſhew'd of the 
Seripture Authority of Forms, it is 
plain, That they, who maintain this. 
Principle, do not only teach for Docs 
trines the Commanaments of Men; but, 
in Effect, fect themſelves up above 
Chriſt, and countermand what he 
has requir'd. They not only add 
to the Goſpel a new Command, b 
teaching that to be Unlawful, which 
Chriſt has no where Condemned ; 
e but they teach that to be Unlaw- 
ful, which He has politively Com- 
© manded. Whoever, therefore, do. 
Teach Forms of Prayer to be Unlaw- 
ful, or Countenance thoſe that de 
| Teach this Doctrine of Men, cannot ac- 
quit themſelves from the Imputatioa 
| of Reſiſting the Holy Ghoſt, by whoſe In- 
| ipiration the Mord of God is penn'd. 
l can foreſee only one Thing, that 
5 can be alledg'd in Favour of thoſe; 
e who maintain this Opinion: And 
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tis, That to Pray with, or without « | tc 
Form {excepting the Lord's Prayer) is 1 
in it ſelf indifferent; and that, there. Þ® fr 
tore, the Aſſerting the Uſe of Forms, tl 
is not a Matter of ſuch Weight, as | ly 
to juſtify our Contending with our | d 
Brethren about it; and that it ſeems Þ m 
Uncharitable in Us, to inſiſt ona Þ ol 
Thing which they are fully perſuaded © en 
iS Unlawful, and we our ſelves count | lo 
Indifferent, | 
1. But in Anſwer to this, it is to1 1 
be obſerv'd, Firſt, That an Opinion, in 
which neceſſarily divides him wie! a 
believes it, from rhe Communion of tc 
all the Eſtabliſh'd Churches in the þ fo 
World, cannot be of fo little Mo-! w 
ment as the Objections would make to 
it. And ſuch is this Opinion of the F. 
Ualawſulneſs of Forms ef Prayer; tr 
ſince there neither is BD 
2 nor has been any Eſta - af 
Diſc, bliſhed Church theſe | at 
1500 Years, but has 10 
maintain'd their Lawfulneſs, and ſo 
us'd them in the Service of God; F 
aad therefore, whoever believes them it 


10 
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to be Unlawtul, in Whatever Age he 
had liv'd, he muſt have ſeparated 
from all the Eſtabliſnd Churches of 
the World at that time: And ſure- 
ly, an Opinion that neceſſarily pro- 
duces ſuch a Diviſion, mult be of 
mighty Conſequence, whether true. 
or falle, and ought to be carefully 
examin'd ; and if falſe, to be Zzea- 
louſly oppoled. Bur, 

2. I ſuppoſe it will be granted, 
That Eating Swine's Fleſh, or Drink- 
ing Wine, are as indifferent as uling, 
a Form of Prayer, and of leſs Concern 
to the Souls of Men; and that, there- 
fore, to Teach theſe to be Unlawtul, 
would be as innocent a Miſtake, as. 
to Teach the Ualawfulneſs of Forms. 
For it we compare theſe two Doc- 
trines together, and che Miſchiefs 
that each of them have, or may here= 
after produce; it is hardly conceiv- 
able, that the ſorbidding the Uſe of 


| ſome particular Meats, ſhould have 


ſo many ill Effects, as the Forbidding 
Forms of Prayer has had already. Yer 
it 15 obſervable, how St. Paal judges 
E 4 =” 
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A ee 


of that Doctrine, 1 Tim. iv. 1. In :he 
latter times (ſaith he) ſome ſhall de- 
part from the Faith, giving heed to ſe 
aucing Spirits, and Doctrines of Devils, 
Forbidding to marry, and to ab- 
#ain from Meats, which God hath crea- 
rea ta be received with Thankſgiving, 
You ſce here St. Paul counts u a De- 
parture from the Faith, and a Doc- 
trine of Devils, to forbid, as Unlaw- 
ful in it ſelf, any Sort of Meat which 
God has created for the Ule of Man: 
And it it be fo Criminal, to Teach 
any Sort of Meat to be Unclean, 
when God has not forbidden it; then 
lure, to Teach a Form of Prayer to 
be Unlawful, when God has Com- 
*manded it, muſt be a very ill Doc- 
trine. And this Conſideration alone 
ought to make thoſe who maintain 
it, or any fuch Doctrine, whereby 
they are oblig'd to condemn their 
Brethren, as practiſing Unlawful 
Things, to examine it carefully, and 
impartially by the Word of God, 
teſt they be impos'd on by ſeducing 
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The great Delign of the Devil, is 
to bring us into an entire Subjection 
to his Will. But when he deſpairs 
of this, his next Attempt is, to ſhare 
with God in our Obedience, and im- 
poſe new Commands of his Oma upon 
us, as if they were God's, and ſo to 
procure himſelf to be obe. This 
he does molt ſucceſsfully, by giving, 
them an Appearance of Religion, a 
of more than ordinary Strietneſs. "has. 
in St. Paul's Time, under Colour of 
Mortification, he forbad Meats andi 
Marriage, as Unlawful, which-God had 
allowed ; ſpeaking Lies ix Hypocriſy, and 
under Shew of Religion, And thas, 
'tis to. be fear'd, he has prevail'd on 
ſome, under Colour of greater S. 
rituality, to abſtain from Forms of” 
| Prayer, as Unlawful, which God has. 
enjoined, 

And here it is very remarkable, 

That wherever the Devil gains this 
Point with Men, and brings them to. 
believe a Thing to be forbidder by: 
| God, which He has not forbidden, 
| be ſoon brings a Super- added Corn 
E. 5, Wand 
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mand of his Uwa in Competition with 
ſome of God's, and prevail with them 
to prefer his Commands to Goa's ; 
and fo plungeth them into direct 
Diſobedience, which was his Delign 
at firſt, Thus when he had pre- 
vailed with Men to abſtain from 
Marriage, they ſoon fell not only to 
Commit Fornication, but even, in 
{ome Caſes, to Allow it, rather than 


Marriage, (as the Papiſts do.) And 


by preſuading Men to abſtain from 
Forms of Prayer, as Unlawful, he has 
deprived them, in many Places, of 
all Opportunity of Publick Worſhip ; 
and made them chooſe rather not to 
ſerve God at all in Publick, than 
witha Form ; which 4s the Caſe of 
many Thouſands now in this King- 
dom, who worſhip God Publickly 
no where. But, 

3. This Doctrine, of the Unlaw- 
fulneſs of Praying by Forms, is no ſuch 
indifferent Thing, that we may fafc- 
ly indulge Men in their own Sence 
about it; fince it is very apt to puff 
them up, and make them take falſe 

meaſures 


Cha p. 2. 


| 
| 
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meaſures in judging of their own 
Condition, and of the Influence of- 
God's Spirit upon them. 

We know that all good Men have 
the Spirit of God, and are guided and 
influenced by it 1g the whole Tenor 
of their Lives; we make no Doubt, 
but they are aſſiſted by Him in their 
Prayers, but no leſs in forgiving an 
Injury, or reſiſting a Temptauon; 
and his Influence on a good Man's 
Mind, is rather greater and more ſen- 


ſible in theſe, and other acts of Ru;7- 


gion, than in Prayer, Love, Joy, Peace, 


Long-ſuffering, Geatlenejſs, Goodutſs, 
Faith, Meekaeſs, Temperance, are tue 
Fruits of the Spirit, Gal. v. 22. And 
it is principally by theſe we ought to 
conclude that- we have that Spirit. 
But the Opinion of the Unlawlulnets 
of Forms of Prayer, on a Perſuaſion, 


that the Spirit of God enables every 


(Hild of God to conceive with the Heart, 
and expreſs wich the Mouth ſaitable- 
Deſires, entitles every one to Goa's- 
Spirit in ſome meaſure, that is able: 
to expreſs himſelf in apt and fluent: 
Words, 
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Words, tho? without the other Gra- 
ces of the Spirit; and expoſes every 
one to Deſpair, that is not able to. 
do this, as looking on himſelf to be 
deititure of the Spirit, tho? other- 
wiſe Meek, Humble, and Charita- 
ble, and endow'd with ſuch Graces. 
as are much more certain Signs of 
His Preſence. Nay, fo far are many 
deluded by this Opinion, that they 
judge themſelves, or others, Children 
of God, and in his favour, accord- 
ing as they are more, or leſs, endow'd 
with this Gift, without reſpect to 
other Qualifications. I dare appeal 
to your ſelves, whether ſome very 
immortal Perſons guilty of groſs, and 
ſcaudalous Crimes, have not been e- 
minent tor this Gift of Prayer ? And 
whether ſuch Perions are not apt to 


flatter themſelves, that they are the 


Children of God, and endow'd with 
his Spirit, notwithſtanding all their 
Wickedneſs? And it is impoſſible ei- 
ther to convince theſe Perſons of their 
Miſtake, or to comfort poor Ig nor ant 
People, deject only for want of this 

Gift, 
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Gitt, whilſt they are poſſeſsꝰd with this 
Opinion of the Unlawtulneſs of Forms. 
Which, in the 4th place, ought not 
to be countenanced, or indulg'd as an 
indifferent Thing, becauſe it has been 
a great Hindrance to ſecret Devotion: 
Every Chriſtian ought, at leaſt, twice 
a Day to addreſs himſelf to God in ſe- 
cret Prayer; but a great Part of the 


World cannot do it without a Form; 


Children and ignorant Perſons are at a 
Loſs for Words, and even other People 
are often not able to find them readily, 
eſpecially when wearied, dull, or in- 
diſpos'd, as is ſometimes the Con- 
dition of the beſt Chriſtians; this 
makes Secret Prayer, at leaſt 4 con- 
ſtant, regular Courſe of it, uneaſie to 
moſt that are abſolutely againſt all 
Uſe of Forms, and it Occaſions too 
many to neglec it, which otherwiſe 
would not: And as for Children and 
| Ionorant People amongſt thoſe of this 
- © Perſuaſion, I am well aſſur'd, many 
of ſ them never bow their Knees in 
* I fecret to God; and ſeveral of thoſe 
chat are grown up, are forc'd to ſpeak 

| . aloud, 
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aloud, or cannot pray at all; which 
is againſt the Nature of Secret Pray. 
er, and expoſes not only the Perſons 
that uſe it to the Cenſure of Hypo- 
crih, but the Duty to Contempt. Tis 
on this Account, that the Pious Cul. 
tom of Training up Toung People to 
a con tant Conrſe of Devotion, in their 
Morning and Evening Secret Prayers, 
is too univerſally laid aſide among 
you, as J have found by Experience; 
and for the Truth of the Obſervation, 
I dare appeal to all the Piſſenters. On 
the contrary, Iam well aſſur'd, that 
there cannot be a more effectual, or 
ealy Method to revive, and continue 
this regular and conſtant Ule of Secret 
Prayers, than to oblige every one to 
ſome certain Forms every Morning 
and Evening, which they may noc 
omit, whatever other Prayers they 
uſe: But this can never be done, 
whilſt the Opinion of the Unlawtul- 
neſs of Forms prevails; and, therefore, 
all good People are oblig'd to oppoſe 
it, as they would retrieve the con- 
ſtant Uſe of Secret Prayers; which 

3 ſhews 


Sect. 3 . How prattis'd by Diſſenters. $7 g 


ſhews, that this is no indifferent Mat- . 
ter, as the Objection would ſuggeſt, 1 
but of great Weight, and fit to be 
contended for. 

I will aot mention ſome other Rea- 
ſons that are of great Moment, be- 
cauſe they would but exaſperate, and 
tend to make the Duty of Prayer, 
when perform'd ex tempore, ridicu- 
lous, which ill Men might extend (as 
it too often happens) to expoſe De- 
votion in general; ſuch are the inde- 
cent Expreſſions, which ſometimes 
fall from Perſons that Pray thus: I 
will only obſerve to you, That Ex- 
temporary Prayers of ſome Preachers, 
have too often giv'n Occaſion of Of- 
fence to ſerious Perſons, even among 
your ſelves. Tis certain, that to M4 
print ſome of them as they had been 
Ipoken, as thoſe that we make uſe of ll 
are printed, would not be for the Ho- 
nour of the Holy Spirit, to whom they 
are aſcrib'd, nor much recommend 
them to ferious Men. But I eſteem it 
an ill thing, tor Men to ridicule one 
another's Devotion, Whatever it is. 
8 V. There 
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V. There remains yet the Third 
Opinion of Diſſenters, which they ad- 
vance againſt us in this Matter of 
Prayer, to be examin'd ; That the M. 
niſter is the Mouth of the Congregation, 
and that the People have nothing to do, 
but to join with him in their Hearts. An 
Opinion far from any Authority of Scrip- 
ture, which expreſly requires us, Row: 
xv. 6. with one Mind, and one Mouth, 
to glorify God. We produce this, and 
many other Places aad Examples in 
Scripture, for the People's joining 


their Voices, and bearing a Part in 


their Praiſes and Prayers; and-we are 
aſlur* there is no Scripture forbids it; 


and, therefore, when you condemn it, 
or teach it to be Unlawful, we mult 


charge it upon Joa, as an Inſtance oi 
Your Teaching for Doctrines the Com- 
mandments of Men. Which is all I 
think needful to be ſaid to this Head, 
after what I have ſhew'd before, in 
Defence of Our contrary Practice from 
Scripture; and I think, ſufficient to 
induce you ſeriouſly to conſider it. 
And thus, I preſume, I have faith- 
5 e tully 


dect. 3. How practis'd by Diſſenters. 8g 


fully examin'd the Rules and Exam- 
ples the Scriptures afford us for the 
Performance of that Part of our Pub- 
lick Worſhip that conſiſts in Pray- 
ers, and compar'd the Service of our 


Church, and the Diſſenters Way of 


Praying with them, and made it a 
pear, that our Performance of this 
Duty, both as to the Matter and Man- 
ner, is agreeable to the Commandments 

of God, and to the Examples of Holy 
| Mer recorded in Scripture : And that 
the Service the Diſſenters have ſubſti- 
tuted in the room thereof, has in many 
Particulars laid aſide God's Commands, 
and deſerted the Examples of Scrip- 
ture, and is, in the main Part thereof, 
an immediate Invention of Men, 

And I entreat you who are of this 
Perſuaſion, and adhere to theſe Prin- 
ciples of Worſhip which I have now 
mention'd, and ſhew'd to be diſa- 
greeable to Scripture, to conſider ſe- 
riouſly, whether you are not thereby 
literally guilty of that Sia with which 
Our Saviour taxeth the Jews, Mar, vii. 


7. of Feaching for Doctrines the Com- 


mandments 
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90 Of HeAxiNG, Chap, 
manaments of Men: And allo ot that 
Superſtition condemn'd by St. Paul, cl. 
ii. 21. which ſaith, Touch not, taſte not, 
handle not; that is, which teaches to 
forbear thoſe things which God has 
made Lawful) after the Dodtrines and 
Commaname nis of Men. And I beſeech 
God to enlighten your Minds to make 
a true Judgment 1n it, that you may 
deliver your Souls. 
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CHAP. Il. 
Of HEARING. 


SECT. I. 


What the HoLy Scxiprukks preſcrile 


concerning it, 


I. NE great Deſign of our 

Chriffian Aſſemblies, is 
Hearing; and that which 
is to be Heard, is the Word of God. 
I ſhall proceed in Examining this, in 
the ſame manner as I have done in 
the former Chapters; and conſider, 

Firſt, 


Sect. 1. How warranted by 5 cripturb. 91 


Firſt, What Directions the Scriptures 
afford us for the Publick Performance 
of this Duty. Second), Shall com- 
pare our Own Practice with them : 
And, Thirdly, That of the Diſſenters. 
Firſt then, God has politively Com- 
manded us to read His Word in our 
Publick Aſſemblies. So Deat. xxxi. 
10. In the Feaſt of Tabernacles, when 
4 Tſrael Js come to appear before the 
Lord thy God, in the Place where the 
Lord ſhall chooſe : Thoa ſhalt read this 
Law before all Iſrael in their Hearing, 
Gather the People together, Men, Women, 
and Chilaren, and thy Stranger that is 


within thy Gates, that they may hear, and. 


that they may learn, and fear the Lord 


your God, and objerve to do all the Words 


of this Law. And 'tis obſerv'd, Jef. 


viii. 3 5. that there was not a Word of 


all that Moſes commanded, which Joſhua 


read not before all the Congregation, 


Neither was this confin'd to their 


Solemn Aſſemblies at Jeruſalem : It 
was likewiſe a conſtant Part of their 
Sabbath Service in their Synagogues ; 
as we may learn from Adds Xiu. 14- 
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where it is obſerv'd, that PAA and 
Barnabas went into the Synagogue on th: 
Sabbath Day, and ſate down ; and after 
the Reading of the Law and the Prophets, 
the Rulers of the Synagogues ſent unts 
them, &c. and St. Paul takes Notice, 
ver. 27. that the Prophets were read ew. 
ry Sabbath-day, meaning undoubtedly 
in their Aſſemblies, And St. James, 
Acis xv. 21.) of Moſes his being real 
in the Synagogues every Sabbath-day. 
II. This Reading the Law, was the 
great, and moſt effectual Means God 
provided, for Preſerving the Know- 
ledge of Hirgfelf amongſt his People; 


aud where it was omitted, the People 


immediately funk into Idolatiy; and 
the beſt Retormation began, and was. 
carry'd on, by reftoring this Ordi- 
nance. Thus 'tis obſerv'd of Fe/1ah, 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 29. that he gather'd 
together all the Elders of Judah and 
Jeruſalem. . And all the Inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, and the Prieſts, and the 
Le vites, and all the People great ana 
ſmall, and he read in their Ears all the 
Mords of the Book of the Covenant that 

VT WAS 
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was found in the Houſe of the Lord, The 
like is obſerv*d of Ezra, Nehem. viii. 3. 
And he read therein before the Street that 
was before the Water-gate, from Morning 
until Mid-day, before the Men and the 
Women, and all that could underſtand. 
"Tis remarkable, that after the Cap- 
tivity, the Jews never fell into Idola- 
try ; and the chief Reaſon given by 
themſelves, was, the ſtrict Obſerva- 
tion of this Ordinance of God, the 
Law being conſtantly read to them 
afterwards publickly in their Syna- 
gogues; ſo powerfully doth God bleſs 
his own Ordinances, to preſerve thoſe 
that uſe them from Error and Sin, 

III. From the Practice of theSyna» 
rogue, in Reading the Law and the 
Prophets, the like Order was brought 
into the Chriſtian Church; and Read- 
ing was made a Part of the Office of 
the Chriſtian Elders, as *twas before 
of the Jewiſh, And hence it is, that 
Timothy is commanded by St. Paul, 
1 Tim. iv. 13. to give Attendance to 
Reading, as well as to Exhortation and 
Doctrine. And the inſpir'd Writings 

0 
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of the Apoſtles were read in the Chri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies, as well as the Law 
and Prophets among the Jews; accor- 
ding to St. Paul's Command, Col. jj, 
16. When this Epiſtle is read amongi# 
you, cauſe that it alſo be read inthe Church 
of the Laodiceans, and that ye likewil: 
read the Epiſtle from Laodicea. And 
it was but reaſon, ſince the Goſpel 
contain'd the Chriſtian Law, that it 
ſhould be read in the Chriſtian Aſ- 
ſemblies, as well as the Law of Meſcs 
was in the Synagogues. And that it 
was ſo read in — firſt Chriſtian A. 
ſemblies, I might ſhew by many In- 
ſtances out of the Ancient Fathers, if 
there were Occaſion. 

IV. This Publick Reading the Law 
was of ſo great Reputation, that ?:1s 
term'd Preaching it; as we may {ce 
from Acts xv. 21. For Moſes of old 
time hath in every City them that preach 
him, being read in the Synagogues ever) 
Sabbath day. The Word Preachiag has 


a peculiar Sence in the New Teſtament, 
and ſignifies properly to Declare, or 


. Prectaim the Word of God, as a He- 
| 5 rald 
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e 


rald, or Cryer proclaims the Laws or 
Orders of a King. Hence only thoſe 
that proclaim'd the Goſpel to ſuch as 
had not heard it before, or read the 
014 Teſtament to the People, are faid 
to Preach. Preaching is diſtinguiſiyd 
from Teaching and Exhortation; and 
'tis obſervable; that in the whole New 
Teſtament, tho? Reading the Scripture 
is calPd Preaching, yer Interpreting 
them, Applying them, or Exhorting 


the People from them in a Chriſtian 


Auditory, is never call'd by that Name. 
If it be objected, That St. Paul is 
ſaid to preach to the Diſciples, Acts 
xx. 7. When he only in Probability 
made a Sermon, Or Exhort ation to Be- 
levers, as is uſual now; I anſwer, 
That the Original of this Word. (Star 
&yero) is never tranſlated Preach, in 


any other Place of the New Teſtament, 


and ſhould not have been here, but 


diſcours'd, diſputed, ſpake, or reaſon'd; 


ſo it is tranſlated in Acts xvii. 2, 17, 
18, 19. & Xxix. 8, 9. Heb. xii. 5, Oc. 
for the Original Words which pro- 


perly ſignify Preaching, are xgyus 


and 


N 4 — 
— 
1 * 


„ 
* 
4 
* 
© * 
p 
+ 
* 
5 
Wu 
1 
a 
Fo 
1 
A 
*} 
2 
4 


- 
4 
„ 
N ' 
1 
— . 
2 * 9 
1 
ie 
a7 
# . * 
ſy * 
* ag? 
4 9 
4 , 
4 <. 
: + 
b&a 
+ 4 
1 41 . 
*, 
+ 
* 
1 
h 
h 
+48 
* 4 
7 
U 
0 
11 
* * 
"8 
. 
8 
bs 
i 
. $4 
4 
" f 4 
+ ls 
1123S: 
461 
4 
9 9 „* 
. , 
as 
4 
* 
1. 
* 
Fw 
19 
14 
1 
* . 
1 
1 
4 7 
2 
1 * 
+ bS 
i” ht 
: 
6. 
| 
$6 #4 
- ts 
ore *, 
$f" 1 
L's + - 
l 
* 
as? Y 
"af? 1 
i” 
C 9 " 0 
+} = 
44 * 
A , 
Thi : 
4 
4s 
45 
4. ol 
8 
* - 
hl 3 
1 f 
* 


A 


— — * ** 
2+ 


EEE DIES ax. 70 
SH 4 ob Fd Fi” - 


* 2 22 


— — 


— 1 py 
—— 2 — 


= 4 
— — x * 
— = - 


- =." Wo; — - 
— n 3 
= - 


r 5 
88 „8 
-o > 2 


= < - 1 * - SS © 
——— — Soi = . ' 
14 a 5 


- 
= 2 
n —— 


= - « 
- = if 
— EEE. 


beget Laith in the Hearts of thoſe 
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96 Of HEARING, Chap. ;, 
and weſynitv, From all which, it is 
manifeſt, that there are only two 
Ways, by which the Word of God is 
properly preached ; the firſt is, when 
it is declared to thoſe that never 
heard of it before; and the ſecond 
1s, when the very Words of the Scrip- 
ture are read publickly to the Peo- 
ple, as a Cryer doth a Proclamation, 
which he doth not word himſelf, 
but reads it in the Words, in which 
it is delivered to him. 

In ſhort, The Scriptures are Ser- 
22045 out of the Mouth of God, be- 
ing dictated by his Holy Spirit; for 
the Reading of which to the People, 
for their Conviction and Inſtruction, 
there is a peculiar Command of God; 
and where this Ordinance is duly ob- 
ſerv'd, then they are ſure of the 
Word of Life ; and 'tis impoſſibie 
they ſhould be Tgnorant of their Du- 
ty, for the Scriptures are ſufficient 10 
make them wiſe to Sal vation; and the 
Hearing them with Humility and 
Attention, is a Means ſufficient to 


that 
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that hear them; for they are profitable 
for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, 
for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, that the 
Man of may. be perfect, throughly fur- 
a ſhed to all good Works, as we lee 
1 Tim. lil. 16, 17. 

V. We find in Holy Scripture, that 
the Pablick Reading of the Word of 
God was with great Solemnity. ?Tis 
obſerv'd, Nehem. viii. 5. When Ezra 
open'd the Book, all the People ſtood up, 
and Ezra bleſſed the Lord, the great Goa; 
and all the People anſwered, Amen, Amen, 
with lifting up their Hands, and they 
bowed their Heads, and worſhipped the 
Lord nith their Faces to the Ground : 
And I find it generally agreed, that 
both the Readers and Hearers ſtood 
up whilſt the Law was read, tho? 
not when other Things were read, 
cr taught; hence it is obſery'd, Lake 


iv. 16. that Our Saviour ſtood up for to 


read; and ver. 20. after cloſing the 
Book, that He ſte down to teach : 
Hence Rev. v. God is repreſented, in 
Alluſion to the High Prieſt, with a 
Book in his right Hang, 932 
+: k the 


— 1 


98 Uf HEARING, Chap z. 
the Revelations of his Will; and 
the Lamb, as his Miniſter, takes it 
out of his Hand to declare the Con- 
tents of it; and wer. 8, When he 
had taken the Book, the four Beaſts and 
Four and twenty Elders fell down before 
the Lamb- . And they ſung a new 
Song ; The Angels joyn with them, 
wer. 11. And the whole Creation, 
ver. 13. From whence we lee, the 
Scriptures teach us to receive the 
Revelations of God's Will out of the 
Book of Life, with Adoration and 
Praiſes : And therefore we find, that 
at the reading the Law, Confeſſions 
and Praiſes of God, were intermixed 
and ſucceeded one another; Neem. 
ix. 2. And they ſtood up in their Place, 
and read in the Book of the Lord their 
God, one fourth part of the Day, and 
another fourth part they ccafeſſed, and 
worſhipped the Lord their God. 

VI. We find that the Word ci 
God is to be read in ſucha Language, 
as the People underſtand. After 
the Cap!ivity, the People being Born 
and Educated in a ftrange Land, 


their 
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their Language was chang'd, and 
they did not underſtand, at leaſt, Uni- 
verſally, the pure Hebrew in which 


the Law was firlt written; therefore 
when Ezra read in the Law, a certain J 
number of the Prieſts and Levites inter- HY 
preted the Words of the Law, as Ex- 74 
a read them to the People: Nehem, 'IY 
viii. 8. And they cauſed the People to 4 


underſtand the Law, and the People ſtood 
in their Place; ſo they read in the Book, 
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in the Law of God aiſlin&ly, and gave 48 
the Sence, and cauſed them to underſtand 4 
the reading: And this Cuſtom con- 19 
tinueth among the Jews to this Day; Fl. 
I firſt the Hebrew Text is read, and 4 
chen a Tranſlation, or Paraphraſe in iv 
a Language underitood by the Hear- 1s 5 


ers. And indeed, there may be good 
| I Reaſon for reading the Originals in 
| Wl Publick Aſſemblies, ſuch a Cuſtom 
being an effectual Means to preferve 
che knowledge of them; but they 
„ cannot be uſeful to the People without | 
r a Tranſlation. Therefore, St Pau! doth Þ'4 
a vor abſolutely forbid ſpeaking in T4 
!, £ uoknowa Tongues in the Church, 1 
r 0 but 
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but orders, 1 Cor. x1V- 27. Le! one in- 
terpret; bat if there be no Interpreter, 
let him keep Silence in the Church. 

VII. We find, that after Reading 
the Word of God, there was ſome— 
times an Exlargement, or Comment on 
{ome Part of it, and an Exhortatioy 
to the People: Thus when Our &a. 
viour had read a Portion of Scrip- 
ture, He apply'd it to the People 
in a Diſcourte to that Purpoſe. But 
it doth not appear, that this was 
conſtantly done ; _ on the contrary, 
it is rather probable that it was nor, 
For had there been a conſtant Pro- 
viſion for ſuch Enlargement, and 
Expoſition of the Law, and Exhor- | 
ration from it, there had been no 
Occaſion for the Rulers of the Syna- 
gogue, Acts xiii. 15. to ſend to Saint 
Paul and Barnabas, after the Reading 
of the Law and Prophets, that Mei- 
ſage we find there, Je Men, and Bre- 
thren, if ye have any Mord of Exhorta- 
tion for the People, ſay on. St. Paul ſup- 


poſes him who Teaches, and him whole 


Office it was to Exhort, diſtinQ 2 
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him that Ruled, and him that Min- 
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ſtred, Rom. xii-· And it doth not ap- 
pear, that every Church was furniſh'd 
with all theſe Officers. The ſame Saint 
Paul join'd Exhortation and Doctrine 
with Reading, in his Charge to Timothy, 
Tim. iv. 13. which ſhews, that they 
went together, but whether indiſpen- 
ſably or no, does not appear; tho? it is 
manifeſt, in the Practice of moſt Churches 
in the Ages after the Apoſtles, they 
were all generally exercis'd in the 
Publick Worſhip. 3 
VIII. Loft, We find that they had 
a Summary of the Principal Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, which they deliver'd to 
the People, and by which they order'd 
their own Diſcourſes, and judg'd of 
what was deliver'd by others. Thus 
St. Paul toT imothy, 2 Tim. l. 13. Hold faſt 
the Form of ſound Words which thou hat 
heard of Me; and Ch.n.2 And the things 
that thou haſt heard of me among many 
- WW Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faith 
ul Men, who ſhall be able to teach others: 
Perhaps, this may be that Proporticn 
of Faith, according to which the Pro- 
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phets are exhorted to propheſy, Row, 
12. 6. I think, 'tis not doubted, but 
this Form of ſound Words contain'd the 
main Fundamentals of Chriſtianity , 
and St. Paul tells us what thoſe were, 
Heb. vi. 1, 2. Therefore, leaving the 


Principles of the DoGrine of Chrift, let 


as go on unto Perfection; not laying again 
he Foundation of Repentance from dead 
Works, and Faith towards God, of the 
Doctrine of Baptiſms, and of Laying on 
of Hanas, ana of the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, and of the Eternal Judgment. In 
all Probability, therefore, the Form 
of ſound Words deliver'd by St. Paal 
to Timothy, and by him to others, con- 


tain'd theſe ſix Heads of Principles of | 


Chriſtianity, which every Chriſtian 
was oblig'd to hear, and learn. 


SECT. II. 


The Practice of Our Church, in Reading, 
aud Preaching the Word. 


A T Heſe are the Rules and Examples 


the Scriptures propoſe to us, for 
our Feeding the People with the Mora 


f 
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of Life, and their Hearing it in Pub- 
lick. Let us, in the Second Place, com- 
pare the Practice of our Church With 
them, and ſurely, no Copy can come 
nearer the Original. 

1. For, firſt, Our Miniſters are ex- 
prelly oblig'd, in their Ordination, di- 
ligently to read all the Canonical Scrip- 
tures Ot the Old and New Teſtament, 
uuto the People Aſſembled in the 
Church, where they Ihall be appointed 
to ſerve. 

2. Our Church has diſpos'd the H- 
ly Scriptares in a certain Order, and 
has appointed four, or more Chapters 
to be read every Day in the Publick: 
Congregations, by which Means all 
the molt edifying Parts of the 0/4 Te- 

ſtament are Order'd to be read once a 
Year, and the New Teſtament (except 
the Revelations) thrice in the fame 
Time; and ſome ſelect Chapters of 
the Revelations are appointed on ex- 
traordinary Occaſions. There are, 
indeed, iome Chapters {about one 
Teath) of the Old Teſtament leſt out 
of this Order; but then *cis to be ob- 
"ET. terv'd, 
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ſor v'd, that thoſe which are left out, 
are either Genealogies, Names of 
Perſons, and Places, Hiſtorical Re. 
petitions, or ſome obſcure and myſti- 
cal Prophecies in Ezekze/,which are not 
ſo proper for an ordinary Aſſembly, 
for which Reaſons, ſome part of the 
Revela:ions is allo left out) yet theſe 
are not excluded, thoꝰ not particularly 


Commanded. The general Obligation 


on every Clergy-man, in his Ordina- 
tion, to read all the Canonical Seriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament, ſtill al- 
lows him to read theſe, and allo 
obliges him to it, when he ſhall per- 
cei ve, that it may be for the Edifica- 
tion of the People. 

3. Beſides this Order for the whole 
Scriptures, on every Lora's-Day, and 
other ſolema Occaſions, there are 
appointed certain ſelect Portions 
out of the Epiſtles, and Goſpels to 
be read, which are adapted to the 
Ocaſion; and contain ſome great My- 
ſtery of our Faith, or other weighty 
Matter neceſſary to our Edification 

4. For the more ſolemnity ot theſe 

Read- 
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each of them Praiſes, Thankſgivings, 
or Confe ſſions, according to what 
we find practiſed in the Holy Scrip- 
turès. 

5. That the People may Benefit, 


and be Edifi'd, by hearing the Word 


of God, a plain Authentick, and 
moſt excellent Tranſlation is provi- 
ded by Pavlick Authority, in which the 
Scriptures are read to the People: 


This was the firſt Care of our Church 


in the Reformation ; and the gene- 
rality of Diſſenters are forc'd to be 
beholden to it for the Word of Lite, 
and draw all the Knowledge that 
they have, from the Fountains which 
our Biſhops open'd for them, by 
Tranſlating the Word of God, and 
putting it into a Language they un- 
derſtand. | 
6. ?Tis order'd in Our Church, 
that the Miniſters {hall explain ſome 
part of the Holy Scriptures every 
Loras-Day, and Exhort their Con- 
gregations in, a Sermon. 
7. To inculcate ** great Myſteries 
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of our Faith the better, Our Church 
has appointed certain Solemn Times, 
wherein once in the-Year, they are 
oblig'd to explain, and inculcate every 
great Myſtery of our Faith, and moſt 
material paſſages of the Goſpel : ſuch 
are the Conception, Birth, Paſſion, 
Reſurrection and Acenſion of Our 
Saviour. | 

Laſtly, There is provided a Form 
of Sound of Words, in a ſhort and 
plain Catechiſm ; in which are contain- 
ed the firſt Principles of the Oracle: 
of God; this is adapted, as it ought to 
be, to the Capacity of Children, and 
is, indeed, ſincere Milł, without School 
Notions, or hard Words. And all the 
ſix Principles which the Apoſtle 
mentions, Heb. vi. 1, 2. are briefly 
explain'd in it, and yet largely 
enough to make thoſe that attend co 
it, wiſe to Salvation, The Teaching, 
and Explaining theſe Fundamentals, 
is a part of our Publick Inſtruction, 
and enjoyn'd as a conſtant Duty on 
Miaiiters and People in our ſolemn 
Worſhip, The Miniſter in each 
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Pariſh being requir'd diligently up— 
on Sundays and Holy DE: open- 
ly in the Church to inſtruct, and ex- 
amine ſo many Children of his Pa- 
riſh ſent unto him, as he ſhall think 
convenient, in ſome part of the Cate- 
chiſm, and the People are oblig'd 
to come at the Lime appointed and 
obediently to Hear. 

And by our Twelfth Canon jor the 
better grounding of the People in 
the Principles ot Chriſtian Religion, 
'tis ordain'd, That the Heads ot the 
Catechiſm being divided in to io ma- 
ny Parts as there are Sundays in the 
Year, ſhall be explain'd to the Peo- 
ple in every Pariſh-Church 

This is the Care our Church has 
taken to Teach the People in their 
Publick Aſſemblies; and the Method 
is ſo effectual, that *is ſcarce concei- 
vable, how any one duly conforms 
to theſe Orders, ſhould be ignorant 
of any Thing that concerns his Soul. 

And by the Bleſſing of God, the 
Effect is ſuch, that we may affirm, 
without Vanity or Partiality, That 


wy 


1 r . * — 1 b 
% 
— — 


Our 


8 — 4 
9 SE 2 


— + 
3 1 


I _— 3 - * —_ 
7 * . — 


4 » 3 
r: n. 
© 


- rern * os 
dA. as. 4 +> ta” 2 


»-- 7 Sy 


= 
ww _— 
of . a” * 


en 
1 . 
. = 


— 


2 


"= 2 N 


— 


18 Of H EARING, Chap. z. 


our Clergy, and Lait, eſpecially where 
we can prevail with them to conform 
to the Rules of our Church, are gene- 
rally much more knowing, modeſt, go- 
vernable, devout and charitable, than 
perhaps may be found in any other 
Church; of which our late Conteſts 
with the Papiſts, and Behaviour under 
their Government, ſince the preſent 
Revolution, are evident Proofs. 


SECT. III. 


The Practice of the Diſſenters, in Heat 
ing and Reading the Word, 


1 Come now to conſider with you, 


my Friends, who Diſſent from us, 
ow this great Duty of Teaching the 
People the Law of God, is perform'd 
in your Aſſemblies, and to compare 
your Practice in this Point, with the 
Scripture Rates and Examples. Which 
I ſhall do with the ſame Candor and 
Integrity, that I have hitherto endea- 
vour'd to obſerve. 
I. And here I mult needs ſay, that 
your Teachers ſeem to have had yo 
L1CLLY 
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5 little Regard, either to Scripture Rules 
or Examples in framing this Part of 
; your M. bio having laid aſide all thoſe 
. Methods of Inſtruction, that the Scrip- > I} 
1 tures recommend to us, except it be 
r that of Expoſition and Exhortation ; 
; which, among you, is call'd Preaching: 
r Inſomuch, that tho? a Man frequent 
t your Meetings all his Life, yet he has 
no Security, or hardly Poſſibilty of 
Learning, from your Publick Teach- 
ings, all the great Myſteries of his 


Religion, or the neceſſary Principles 
| of his Faith. 1 

1. For firſt, Your Preachers are en- 
h tirely left to their Choice, what Place 
b of 1 they will explain, or what 
0 Subject they will handle: And hence 
d it happens, thatzhardly any one Man 
0 in his Life, ever goes through the ne- 
6 ceſſary Articles of Faith, or of Prac- 
h tice in his Publick Sermons ; and 


i for the Truth of this, I appeal to 
* your ſelves. 

2. You have no Summary of Prin- 
it ciples enjoyn'd to be either Read, or 
Taught in your Publick * 
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A Catechiſm you have, but neither 
your Directory nor Practice make it 
any Part of your Lora's-Day Service: 
And beſides, your Catechiſm is ſuch, 
that it no ways anſwers the Deſign of 
a Form of ſound Words, I have alrea- 
dy ſhew'd, that ſuch a Form ſhould 
contain only the firſt, and neceſſary 
Principles of the Oracles of Goa, in 
ſuch Words and Methods, as may 
make it eaſily apprehended, and re- 
tain'd by the Weak and Unlearned, 
which make up the Bulk of the Peo- 
ple. But your Catechiſm is full of 
Hard Words, School Terms and Al- 


ſtraſe Notions, no wiſe neceſſary to be 
 kaowa by the Generality of Chiriſti- 


ans, or poſſible to be underſtood by 
Children, or unlearned Perſons, for 
whoſe Edification, principally, a Care- 
chiſm ought to be contriv'd. Beſides 


all this, *ris ſo long and intricate, ev'n 


the Shorter, that not one Child in ten 
ever gets it by Heart, nor one in five 
Hundred retains it, as I have found 
by Experience, and deſire, that you 
would judge of this Matter as * 
1 


Se&.3- How practisbd by Diſſenters. 111 
find upon Trial. Laftly, After all, it 
is imperfect ; ſome of the Principles 
of the Apoſtles Catechiſm being quite 
left out of it, I mean, Laying on of 
Hands, joyn'd with Baptiſm, Heb. 
vi. 2. A great Defect ſure in a Cate- | 
chiſm, to leave out a Fundamental off 
Chriſtianity. 

II. But the moſt fad, and deplo- 
rable Defect of your Performance of 
this Duty, is your Caſting out the 
Reading of the Word of God from 
moſt of your Publick Aſſemblies, di- 
rectly contrary to God's Inſtitution 
and Ordinance for the Inffruttion of 
his Church; inſomuch, that in ma 
of your Meetings, ſetting aſide a 
Verſe or two for a Text, or Quota® |} 
tion, at the Diſcretion of the Teacher, 
the Voice of God is never publickly + 
heard amongſt them. Thus is Mat- 
ter of Fact, and undeniable; and in 
all the Meetings in the North of Ire- 
land in a whole Year, perhaps there 
is not ſo much Scripture read, as in 
one Day in Our Church, by the ſtrict- 

elt Enquiry which I could make. 
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One would think, this alone were ſuf. 


ficient to ſhew the People where the 
Worſhip of God, is to be found in its Pa. 
rit), and to prove Our Aſſemblies tobe 
the True Church of God, againſt all 
that come in Competition with us ; 
whereof ſome hide the Word of God 
in a ſtrange Language, and others 
baniſh it out of their Meetings. It 
being in Our Congregations only, 
that the Voice of God is heard ſpeak- 
ing to his People, without cover or 
gloſs. Sure it is a ſad Thug, that a 
Man may go to moſt Meetings many 
Years, and never hear one entire 
Chapter read in them. Now this O- 
miſſion is the more inexculable in 
you, and mult render you maniſeſt- 
ly ſelf- condemned. | 
1. Firſt, Becauſe you ſo vehement- 
ly preſs the Neceſſity of Preaching, 
and quote the Holy Scriptures to prove 
it: In which, Reading the Law (as 
is ſhew*d before) is term'd Preaching, 
Acts xv. 21. but Interpreting the 
Scriptures, Applying them, or Ex- 
horting the Congregation rom them, 
in 


7 
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in a fix'd Chriſtian Auditory, (which 
you count Preaching) is never call'd 
ſo in the whole New Teſtament: 
Therefore, by laying aſide the Read- 
ing the Scriptures in your Publick 
Aſſemblies, you have intirely caſt a- 
fide Preaching, in the proper Scrip- 
ture Sence of it. But, 

2. This muſt render you ſelt-con- 
demned, becauſe you pretend to 
honour the Holy Scriptures above 
other Chriſtians : Your Mouths, 
Commendably, and with juſt Rea- 
ſon, are continually full of Praifes 
of the Holy Bible; you own it, 
with the generality of the Reform'd 
Churches, for the only ſufficient 
Rule of Faith ; you appeal to it, 
and ſeem to found your ſelves on 
it: And yet your not allowing the 
Reading of it a conſtant Place in 
your Religious Aſſemblies, makes 
it ſeem as if you had a very low 
Opinion of it in your Hearts. If 
you really value it as you profeſs, 
why do you baniſh the Reading of 
it from your Publick Worſhip, to 
make 
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make room for Diſcourſes, Lectures, 
and Sermons of your own Teachers? 
Remember of whom it is ſaid, Mark 
vii, 6. This People honoareth me with 
their Lips, but their Heart is far from 
me. While you thus juſtle the Word 
of God out of your Solemn Mectings, 
to make room for your own Sermons, 
TI beſeech you to conſider, whether 
this be not a Laying aſide the Com- 
mandments of God, for Men's Inven- 
tions; unleſs you will call your Si- 
mons (as ſome Quakers are laid to do) 
as much the Word of God as the Bible. 
III. I look on this as ſo material a 
Point, and conceive the Honour of th: 
Holy Scriptures, and the Salvation of 
Chriſtians, to be ſo deeply concera'd 
in it, that I think my ſelf oblig'd to 
examine the Pretences I have found 
to juſtify it: Tho? I confeſs, they 
ſeem to me ſo weak, that I am afraid 
I ſhall be atmoſt ſuſpected, by indit- 
ferent Perſons, not to do Juſtice in 
repreſenting them: For it is unac- 
countable, that any Body ſhould urge 
ſo flight Reaſons for fo conſiderable an 

| 28 Omi/- 
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Omiſſion: And yet theſe are all I have 
ever met with, or heard from you. 
The firſt Reaſon I have heard 
urg*d, is, That the People are oblig'a 
to read the Scriptures at Home; and be- 
ing thus acquainted with them, the Read- 
ing of them is not neceſſary in their Pub- 
lick Meetings. But to this I anſwer, 
1. That we ſee, from what has 
been ſaid, That the Reading of rhe 
Holy Scriptures is by God's Appoint- 
| ment a Part of his ſolemn Pablick Wor- 
ſbip ; therefore, to leave it out in our 
Aſſemblies, on any Pretence whatſoever, 
is to lay aſide his Command, and ſo to 
corrupt, and diſmember his Worſhip. 
2. The Private Performance of a 
Duty, ought by no Means to inter- 
tere with, or hinder the Publick. We 
muſt pray to God, praiſe Him, and 
inſtruct our Families in Private; and 
yet God forbid that our doing theſe 
privately, ſhould baniſh the Uſe of 
them in our Publick Aſſemblies ; or 
that any one ſhould think himſelf ex- 
cuſed from Attending on the Publick 


Performance of them, on Account of 
; his 


his Private Diligence in them: And 


Holy Scriptures. 


Heſt down, and when thou riſeſt up . 
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the ſame Rule holds for Reading the 


3- God tells the Children of 1/-ae!, 
Deut. vi. 6. That theſe Words which J 
command thee this Day ſhall be in thin 
Heart, and thou ſhalt teach them diligent. 
ly to thy Children, and ſhalt tall of them 
when thou ſitteſt in thine Houſe, and when 
thou walkeſt by the Way, and when thou 


and thou ſhalt write them on the Poſts of 
thy Houſe. Here is as much Private 
Diligence in Reading and Teaching 
the Lam requir'd of the Iſraelites, as Nat 
any Chriſtian can pretend to exerciſe; ¶ to 
and yet all this Care to preſerve the © Re 
Knowledge of the Lam by private Study va 
and Exerciſe, did not make the Read- tie 
ing it in their Snagogues unneceſſary, tu 
or prevent God from requiring them ne 
to ule it as a Part of his Publick Wor- 1 G 
ſhip, Deut. xxxi. 11. And, therefore, 5 
all your Diligence in Reading the 
Scriptures privately, or Your Teachers 
exhorting, and requiring you to do 
it, ought not to warrant Thezy or hoy 
me 


— — 


diſpenſing vith the Command of God, 
that appo its the Reading his Word, 
as a Part of His Publick Service, 
But 

4. When People are left to them- 
ſelves in Private, they may either do, 
or not do a Thing, as they pleaſe : 
And we are aſſur'd, That there are 
many who come to Church, and 
kear the Word of God read there, that 
neither can, nor ever wou'd be at 
the Pains to read it in Private. It 
is, therefore, a great Temptation 
to the People, to be negligent; and 
a great Want of Care in a Church, 
to leave ſo material a Thing as the 
Reading of the Word of God, to pri- 
vate Diligence. We find by Expe- 
rience, that where no Publick, Effec- 
tual Care is taken to inform the Ge- 
nerality of Men, the Kowleage of 
God's Word ſenſibly decays, and is in 
a fair Way to be loſt. The Papiſts 
read the Scriptures in a Language that 
the People do not underſtand; and we 
lee into what groſs Ignorance they are 


fallen by this Means: Thoſe of Tour 


Per- 
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118 Of HEARING, Chap. z. 
Perſuaſion (generally ſpeaking) do not 
read them at all in your Meetings; and 
the Conſequence of this is, That 24. 
ny of your common People are Strangers 
to the very Hiſtory of the Bible, and the 
Hr ſt Principles of Chrijtianity ; as I have 
found on Trial, to my great Trouble 
and Aſtoniſhment. This Pretence, 
therefore, of People's Reading the Ho!) 
Scriptares in private, will by no Means 
juſtify you, tor breaking God's Com. 
mana, in omitting the Pablick Read. 
ing them as a Part of God's Service in 
the Congregations. 

The tecond Pretence that I have 


met with ior this Omiſſion, is, That 


ſiuce the Penning of the Scriptures, and 
ſettling of the Church by the Apoſtles, 
the Caſe is much alter d with Chriſtians; 
That Printing was not then known, and 
conſequently Copies of the Bible were fem, 
and hard ta come by: Few could ther 
read tbem, if they had them; and there- 
fore (lay ſome) Reading the Scriptures 

#n the Aſſemblies was then abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, otherwiſe the Generality mu# 
have been Strangers to them. But nov 


Copies 


- 
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Copies of the Bible, by Means of Print- 


ing, are become common, and eaſy to be 
had, and moi Families have ſome in 
them that can read : And therefore the 
Public Reading them is not now ne- 
weſlary. 

1. The plain Anſwer to this is, 
Firſt, That the Reading the Scrip- 
tures Publickly, 1s an In#itation of 
God: Therefore, to lay it aſide on the 
Account of the Invention of Printing, 
is in Effect to ſay, That Men have 
tound out a better Way to propagate 
the Knowledge of Goa's Word, than 
He inſtituted ; and plainly to lay aſide 
his Command, for Men's own Inventions. 

2. God has promis'd, that there 
Mall be always Religious Aſſemblies, 
and has commanded his Word to be 
read in them, which is a Certain 
Means to preſerve the Knowledge 
thereof, as long as there is a Church; 
but He has no where promis'd the 
conſtant Commonneſs of Bibles, nor 
Ability to People to read them at 
Home. Io omit, therefore, - the Iz» 
ſtttution of God for Teaching his N. _ 

an 
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little Time, we tee by Experience, 
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and to rely on the People's Procuring, 

and Reading Copies of the Bible pri- 

vately, is to leave God's Way, and 

— — — depend on that which 
as no Promiſe annex'd to it. 

3. How eaſy ſoever, we may ima. 
gine the obtaining Copies of the Bible, 
and notwithſtanding the Number of 
thoſe that can read, there are ſtill 
many Families, even amongſt Pro- 
teſtants, that can neither compaſs a 
Bible, nor get any to read it, if they 


had one; and, therefore, this Expe- 


dient is no ways ſufficient to ſupply 
the Deſign of Gods Inſtitution, in 
commanding it to be read publickly. 

4. Let us ſuppoſe Bibles to be as 
common as we can deſire, and that 
every one can read them, yet who 
will ſecure us that they will do it? 
People, whilſt the firſt Fervour of 4 
Reformation is on them, may perhaps 
be diligent ſo long as the Scripture is 
a Novelty to them, or Zeal for a Par- 
ty inſpirits them; but when this 
wears off, as it generally does in a 


that 
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that their Care of Reading, and Me- 
ditating in the Scriptures decays with 
it ; and there are at this Day, too many 
of all Parties, that neither read them- 
ſelves, nor hear one Chapter read in a 
whole Year, except at Church. And, 
therefore, toomit the publick Reading 
them, on Preſumption that the People 
will do it themſelves, ſinceit is ſo eaſie 
for them to do it, 1s the ready way to 
introduce an Univerſal Ignorance of 
God's Mord, and reduce us again to 
Popery ; the molt effectual Bar againſt 
which, is the Bible in our own Lan- 
guage. a 
5. People may be oblig'd to come 
to the Publick Congregations, and 
| hear the Word of God read, tho? 
they have no Inclination to it ; and 
when they neglect, they may be re- 
prov'd, or puniſh'd: But this is not 
practical, when the Scriptures are re- 
; quir'd only to be read in private Fa- 
. milies, Experience ſhews us, that 
5 there is great Difference between theſe 
two Methods in point of Efficacy. We 
„ i in England and Wales, where 
4 — 
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publick Reading was practis'd, the 


People generally embrac'd the Re- 
formation; but in Ireland, where the 
fame care was not taken, they re- 
jected it. Had God's Way been taken, 
and the Scriptures as conſtantly read 
to the Native Iriſb, in a Language 
they underſtood, as it was in Fre- 
land and Wales, there is a little doubt 
but the Reformation had ſucceeded 
as Univerſally here, as it did there; 
but the want of this, has kept them 
in Ignorance to this Day; which 
may convince us, how ineffectual 
all our Contrivances are to enlighten 
Men, in reſpect of God's Inſtitution. 
I am perſuaded, that if ever the Na- 
tive Ir;þ be brought to the Know- 
ledge of God's Word, it muſt be by 
having it read to them, publickly in 
a Language they underſtand, and 
not by thruſting Bibles privately in- 
to their Hands; of the IneffeCtual 
neſs of which, we have had an Ex- 
periment 150 Years. þ 
6. But Laſtly, Iaſtead of all other 
Arguments, None of us are Igno- 
Rd . rant, 
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rant, that the Word of God cannot 
be preſumed to have the ſame Effi- 
cacy, when read privately, as it has 
when read in the Aſſembly of Chri- 
ſtians, according to God's Appoint- 
ment; ſince he has given us a pecu- 
liar Promiſe to be preſent in ſuch 
Aſſemblies. And there are no dili- 
gent Hearers of the Word publickly 
read, but are able from their own 
Experience to teſtiſie, that they often 
find it to have 2 different Force and 
Efficacy, when they hear it read, as 
a part of his Ordinance, in the Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, in which He has 
peculiarly promis'd his Preſence, 
than when they read it in private by 
themſelves. 

The Third Pretence I have found 
alledged, for omitting the regular 
Reading the Bible in your Meetings, 
is, That it takes up too much T ime, aud 
is 4 hindrance to the more profitable Du- 
ty, of what you commonly call Preachis g. 

1. Ientreat you to conſider, That 


there is a Time for every Thing ; and 


ſince God has appointed Reading his 
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Word,a'l ime and Room, in our Puh. 
lick Aſſemblies; Who are we, that 
we ſhould preſume to throw it out? 
"I his, ſurely, is to ſet up our ſelves a- 
gainſt God, and to think that we are 
able toorder Things better for the E. 
di fication of his Church, than He has 
done. Sureiy, we ought rather to take 
care fo to diſpoſe our Sermons,thatthey 
may not interfere with any other 1%. 
tution of God: But, that whatever 


Time we allow them, there may re- 


main ſufficient for Reading God's Hel 
Mord; which J have prov'd, is in 
Scripture-language, Preachizg : And, 
therefore, to juſtle this out, to make 
our own Diſcourſes longer, is plain- 
ly to prefer our way of Preaching to 
God's, If there were a neceſſity, that 
one or the other muſt be omit- 
ted, Modeſty ought to teach us to 
Omit our own Words, rather than 
God's. 

2. Suppole that upon ſome Ex 
traordinary Occaſion, it may be Lan- 
ful to omit Reading God's Word injout 
Allemblies, that we may have the 

| | more 
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more Time to manage a Dilcourle for 
the Inſtruction of the People, yet it can. 
never be juſtifiable to make this a. 
common Practice; which is to put a. 
manifeſt Contempt on the Mord of 
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A Fourth Pretence againſt Read- 
ing the Scripture publickly in a regu»- 
lar Method, is, That they are hard to. 
be underſtood, or apply; and therefore. 
aul) ſo much of them ought to be rea 
at a T ime, as the Miniſter may exp/atn,, 
aud apply to his Auditory : Aud that one: 
Verſe thus apply'd, is better than many: 
Chapters read without ſuch Application. 

1. It is to be conſider'd, Firſt, That 
it is againſt the general Opinion of 
the Reformed Churches, who uniyer- 
tally teach, That the Scriptures are. 
plain, in all Things neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. And, therefore, there is not 
that univerſal Neceſſity of an EX 
planation of every Place of Scrip- 
ture that is to be read, as is pre- 
tended. 

2. The Holy Scriptares, when heard 
with Humility and Attention, apply, 
G 3 them 
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themſelves better than any Maa can 


do it. - The Words of them are the 


Words of God, and they have a Plain- 
neſs, Force, and Spirit in them, which 


no Human Eloquence can improve; 


and, therefore, it is a great Affront 
to them to ſay, that they have little 


5 Efficacy except a Miniſter apply 


them. 

3. Suppoſe one Verſe well applicd 
to be better than many Chapters, 
(for which there 15 no colour,) yet 


this would not juitifie the Omiſſion 


of Reading them publickly ; for no 
Application, can be ſo well made of 


them, whillt People are not through- 


ly acquainted with them. Ir ought, 
therefore, to be our firſt Care to read 
them to the People, often and folenin- 
ly, that they may be acquainted with 
the whole Body of them, and then 
one Word of Application may do more 
good, than many Sermoas,to People not 
io prepar'd with the general Know- 
ledge of them. | 
The Literal Knowledge of the Will 
of Goa mult always ga before the Sa- 
wing, 
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ving, and is the belt Iatrodaction to it. 
Now the Reading the Law in the Ears 
of the People, is the Means appointed 
by God to teach them that Literal 
Knowledge; and, therefore, while 
jour Teachers have laid aſide this Means 
of God's Appointment, they have in a 
great Meaſure debar'd People of the 
ritual and ſaving Knowledge of his 


p 
Wi 


4. Reading a Verſe or two, and 
trulting to the Minilter's Application, 
without the People's being acquaint- 
ed with the whole Body of the Scrip- 


tures, do's put Chriſtians too much 


in the Power of their Teachers, and, 
makes them liable to be ſeduc'd by 
them. This is the very Arrtifice, 
whereby the Romiſh Prieſts keep their 
People in Ignorance ; and your Teach- 
ers uſing the ſame Method (while it 
is manifeſt, that fo great a Part of 
their People either do not, or cannot 
read them at Home) ſeems too like a 
Deſign on their Hearers, and tempts 
the World to ſuſpect, that they are 
atraid of the naked Simplicity of the 
G + Serip⸗ 
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Scriptures, ſince they dare not truſt 
their People with Hearing them Pub. 
lickly read, except they add their own 

Gloſſes to them. | 
The fifth Pretence that I have met 
with, for laying aſide the Publick 
Reading the Word of God, is, That the 
dead Letter (as ſome call it) # a dul, 
formal thing, without Spirit or Life, 
where it is not applya to the Souls of 
Men, by the Spirit of God ſpeaking in his 
Miniſters; and that without ſuch Aſſiſ- 
tance, the Scriptures have little Efficacy 2 
con the Heart, | t 
[ hope there are few of any Com- 2 
munion will own this Pretence, fince MM «© 
it is ſo horrid a Reflection and Aﬀront I 
, 


on the Word of God. I will, however, 
in Anſwer to it, offer theſe following 


Conſiderations. * 

1. That the Holy Scriptures give a if 7 
Character of themſelves very different r 
from this. They repreſent the Word WM < 
of God, as the Sword of the Spirit, as \ 
quick and powerful, as able to make a Man . 


wiſe to Salvation, as giving Wiſdom 
to the Simple, as converting the 22 ] 
| with 


po 
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with many other Expreſſions to de- 


note the Efficacy thereof on the Hearts 
of Men; and, therefore, to reflect on 


the Word, as aull and formal, as a 


meer dead Letter, that cannot engage 
the Attention of the Hearers, or reach 
their Hearts, is too near Bla ſphemy. 
2. We are certain, that God ſpeaks 
to us immediately by his Holy Spirit in 
his Word: And where the Spirit of 


God is, there is Power, But when Men 
{peak their ow Words, or pretend to 


apply the Words or Paſſages of Scrip- 


ture, tho? they ſeem to do it with the 


greateſt Zeal and Learning, yet they 
may be miſtaken ; nay, they may de- 
ceive us: And, therefore, Wolly to 


lay aſide the immediate Dictates of 


the Holy CG hoſt recorded in the Scrip- 


tures, for any pretended Eæxplica- 
tion, or Application made by Men, is 


manifeſtly to exchange God's Un- 


doubted Words and Command, tor 


what may be a meer Human Inven- 
lion. | 


2. Tis to be conſider'd, That the 


People have always been apt to grow 


5 | weary ; 
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weary of the Service of God in the 
way of his own Appointment, and 
complain of it, as dull and tedious ; 
fo Mal. i. 13. Te ſaid alſo, what a Wea- 


rineſs is it, and ye ſnuſfed at it. And 
the Reaſon is, 2 the Way of 


God's Appointing is always more Spi. 
ritual, in reſpect of that which is of 
Man's own Invention; and, therefore, 


it cannot be ſo eaſy, or agreeable to 


the Carnal Minds of Men. 

4. It ought, therefore, to be conſi- 
der'd by you, when People complain 
of being dull, and unaffected, by 
meer Hearizg the Word of God read, 
whether this do not truly procced 


from a Carnal and Wicked Heart e- 


ſtranged from the Spirit of God; and 
whether the Reaſon, that Sermons 
pleaſe, and affect more than a Chap- 


ter out of the Bible, be not the No- 


velty, and Outward Ornaments of 
them, rather than the Spiritualneſs 
of the Diſcourſe. We are ſure St. Paul 
ſuppoſes ſuch as are not affected with 
the Mords of God, to be meer Natural 
or Carnal Men, 1 Cor. ii. 13. where 

having 
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having taken Notice of ſpeaking, Nor 
in Words which Man's Miſdom teacheth, 


bat which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth; he 


adds, But the Natural Man recerveth 
nat the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are Fooliſhneſs to him; neither can 
he know them, for they are ſpiritually diſ- 
cerned, From whence it clearly fol- 
lows, that the Reaſon, why Men do 
not underſtand, or receive the things 
of God deliver*d to them in the Moras 
of Scripture, dictated by the Holy 
Ghoit, is, becauſe they are meer Na- 
tural Men, and want the Spirit of 
God, Whoever, therefore, is more 
affected, or delights more in a Ser- 
mon, than in a Chapter of the Bible, 
has Reaſon to look into his Hearr, 
and examine himſelf whether he has 
the Spirit of God. Thole mention'd 
in Scripture that had that Spirit, de- 
lighted in the Law of God: It was the 
Joy of their Hearts; they preter'd it 
to all Things, they meozrated in it Day 
and Night ; and were ſo far from 
turning it out of their Publick A ſſem- 
blies, that the Hearing it read wes a 

great. 
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grear Part of their Worſhip. Who- 
cver, therefore, lays aſide this Practice, 
have Reaſon to ſuſpect that they want 


that Temper and Spirit, with which 
thoſe Holy Men were inſpir'd; and 


notwithſtanding all their Pretences to 


- 4 more than ordinary Spiritualneſs 
and Reformation, are little advanc'd 
above the Natural Men, that neither 
receive, or reliſh the things of God, 
at leaſt, not as they ought. 

I find it alledg'd as a f Pretence 
for not Reading the Mord of God in 
your Meetings, That a Child may read 
them, and perform this Duty; aud then 
what need it take up the Miniter's 
lime? 

To which there need no other An- 
ſWer, than that the Service of God is 
not leſs His, or the leſs to be valu'd 
becauſe it is eaſy. Oa the contrary, 
tis the more ſinful to neglect it, the 
more eaſy it is. Miniſters are not {ct 
a- part for difficult things only, Which 
others cannot perform; but they 
are to execute the Office that God 
nas impos'd on them, whether He 

1 s 
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be caſy, or difficult. As for Exam- 
ple : God has Commanded his Mi- 
niſters to Baptize, In the Name of the 
Father, &c. Now to pour on Water 
in this Form is no ſuch difficult thing, 
but a Child, or any elſe might per- 
form it: Neither is there any greater 
Difficulty in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, as to the Eſſentials of 
it. Yet I ſuppoſe, it will be granted 
by all, that it belongs only to the Mi- 
niſter's Office to perform theſe, and 
they muſt not delegate them, or any 
Part of them to others, or omit them 
becauſe they are eaſy ; and that they 
have a quite different Sacred neſs, Effi- 
cacy and Force, when perform'd by a 
Perſon Ordain'd, and Authoriz'd to 
this Purpoſe, than when perform'd 
by another: And the ſame Rule 
holds in Offering up our Prayers, and 


in Reading the Scriptures: A Man 


may read them at Home, a Child may 
read them in the Church, but they 
have not the ſame Aſſurance of Effi- 
cacy, and a Blefling, as when the 
come from the Mouth of a Perſon ſet 
3 a-part 
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a-part by God's Ordinance tor this 
Purpoſe. 

I make no Doubt, but the Expe- 
rience (as I have ſaid) of moſt Chri- 
ſtians, from what they have felt in 
their own Hearts in Hearing the Word 
of God Publickly read, will atteſt the 
Truth of this. Now, if you, my 
Friends, know, and own this, as I 
hope the Generality of you do, you 
mult ſee the Unreaſonableneſs of this 
Pretence. If any of you do not know 
it, you mult give me Leave to (ay, 
that I fear *tis from Ignorance, and 
nor conſidering the Scriptures : And 
tis your Teachers Duty to inform you 
better. Reading the Scriptures being 
allow*d by their Director) to be a Part 
of God's Publick Worſhip. We have 
this Rule there in expreſs Words, That 
it is requiſite, that all the Canonical Books 
be read over in Order, that the Pe pit 
may be better acquainted with the whole 
Bod) of Scriptures. Now if you can 
ſhew but one Meeting in the Laſt 
Age, in which this has been duly 
perform'd, we will not accule yo" 
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ſo generally of Violating Goa's Com- 


mand in this Point; but if there be 
not one ſuch Meeting, you ought to 
conſider, how you will excuſe your 
ſelves before God. And I think it 
neceſſary here to obſerve to you, how 
inſignificant general Rules are, with- 
out deſcending to a particular Deter- 
mination of Circumſtances. Here 
we have in your Directory, a general 
Rule (ſuch as it is) for Reading the 
Scripture: But for want of being 
particular, as the Calendar in our Com- 
mon-Prayer-Book is, J queſtion, if it 
yet was ever once obſerv'd, or, in- 
deed, that it is Practical to obſerve it. 
And it is ſo almoſt in every other ge- 
neral Rule; and, therefore, to leave 
the Service of God to be Order'd hy 


ſuch general Rules ouly, is, in Effect, | 


to Teach People to neglect it. 

V. Theſe are all the Reaſoxs that I 
can poſhbly think of, or have heard 
urg'd tor your Practice in this Point, 
I will not ſay, but others may be pre- 
tended, but I mult profels, that I do 
not remember to have met with them : 
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if I had, I would have given them a 
due Conſideration: Iam perſuaded, 
that they cannot be of greater Force 
than thoſe I have examin'd : Ang 
that they can never excuſe Jos in 
this Matter, from manifeſt Breach ot 
God's Command, in preferring Men“ 
Invention to his Inſtitution. 

After all, I muſt profeſs to Jo, Tho: 
I look on all theſe to be only Preten- 
ces ; and that the true Reaſon of 
Men's Negligence in this Dat), is 
given us, 2 Tim. iv. 3. For the Time 
will come (faith the Apoſtle) men they 
will not endare ſound Doctrine; but af. 
ter their own Luts ſhall they heap ap ro 
themſelves Teachers, having itching Ears. 
An itching Ear here, can ſignify no- 
thing ſo properly, as an Ear that loves 
Novelty and Variety: Becauſe, tliere- 


little that is New in her Prayers, or 
Reading the Scriptures, but retains a 
Form of ſound Words in the one, and 
the plain Mord of God in the other; 
Hence it is, that ſome People cannot 
endure our Service, but heap up to 
—_ 0 


fore, our Church gives the People. 
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themſelves Teachers, that inſtead of 
the Praiſes, Prayers and Sermons of 
God's immediate Appointment, will gra- 
tify them every Meeting with a New 
Prayer, Without troubling them with 
ſuch Prayers or Sermons as they think 
old, which are incomparably better, 
only the Itching Ears of the People, 
as the Apoſtle foretold, are pleas'd 
with the Novelty and Variety of the 
one, and diſguſt the Reputation of 
the other, as the Iſraz/ztes did that of 
Angels Food, Pſal. Ixxviti- 25. Numb. 
XX1. 5. and Xl. 6. Rs 
It is the Duty of all Miniſters, and 
the Buſineſs of the truly Conſcienti- 
ous, to check and curb this Humour 
in the People; and notwithſtandin 
all Diſcouragemeats, the Miniſters of 
Oar Church, inſtead of Complying 
with them, have conſtantly reprov'd 
them for their Negligence and Levi- 
ty, where they found them guilty. 
But as Aaron, to pleaſe the Iſraelites, 
made the Golden Calf; fo ſome Mini- 


ſters (tho? contrary to their own Princi- 


ples) have chang'd God's Inſtitution to 


pleale 
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pleaſe their People; and left out the 7 
conſtant, and regular Reading of 1 
God's Word, becauſe their People C 
grew weary of it. But let all Men 1 
judge, who behave themſelves moſt le 
like the Miniſters of Chriſt; We, who 0 
keep to the Reading God's Word, ac- v 
cording to His own Inſtitution, he- 


ther the People will hear, or forbear; k 
or, They that comply with them, and tl 
lay aſide God's Command, to oblige F 
and gain them, a 
b | [ 
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CH AP. IV. 
Of BopiLy WogsHIP. 


8 E C T. 8 ? 
What the HOLY SCRIPTURES preſcrive 
concerning it. 


J. H E Fourth Part of the 

| Publick Worſhip of God, 
gh or Deſign of Religious Aſ- 
ſemblies, is Viſible, or Bodily Adora- 


tion; 
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tion; ſuch amongſt us, are Vncoviring 
the Head, Bowing, Kyeeling, and other 
Outward Signs of Reverence and Sub- 
miſſion, by which we openly acknow- 
ledge the Mercy, the Juſtice and Power 
of God, and expreſs the Inward Senſe 
we have of theſe Attributes. 

In treating of this Head, I will 
keep my ſelf to the ſame Method as in 
the former; and conſider, Firſt, The 
Rules and Examples that the Scriptures 
afford us for the Performance of this 
Duty. Seconaly, Compare the Prac- 
tice of our Church with them. Thiraly, 
Examine the Diſſenters Practice, and 
the Reaſons they alledge for it. 

1. As to the Firlt of theſe, we find 
a Poſitive Command of God, for Bodily 
Worſhip in Publick, P/al. xcv. 6. O come 
let us worſhip, and bow down, let us kneel 
before the Lord our Maker. The ſecond 
Verſe of this Pſalm plainly ſhews us, 
that this is meant of Publick Worſhip: 
Let us come before his Preſence with 
Thankſgiving. And that this Boming or 
Kyeeling is to be interpreted literalh, 
not figuratively, appears from the ſame 
Verſes, 
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Verles, where Singing, Thankſeivine, 
and Pſalms, are all literally to be un- 
derſtood; and there is no more reaſon 
for underſtanding-Bowizg and Kyeeli; 
in a figurative Sence, than the other. 

II. The fame Bodily Worſhip is re- 
quir'd by the Second Commandment, 
which forbids us to bow dows to a gra- 
ven Image, by which Words we are 
commanded to bow domn to God; for 
it is confeſsd by all, and laid down as 
à Rule by the Aſſemblies Larger Cate- 
chiſm, That the Negative Commaid- 
ments include in them the contrary Poſi= 
tive; that is to ſay, When a Com- 
mandment forbids us any thing, it re- 
quires us to perform the Duty contra- 
ry to what is forbidden. As for Ex- 
ample: When the Firſt Command- 
ment forbids us to have any other Gods 
before the Lord, it requires us to ow, 
and worſhip Him for our only God : 
And after the ſame manner all other 
Commands are to be interpreted. By 
which Rule, when the Second Com- 
mandment, Exvd. xx. 5. forbids us in 
theſe Words, Thou ſhalt not bow dow: 
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to them, nor ſerve them; it requires 
us to practiſe the contrary Duties in 
our Addreſſes to God. To bom domn 
| ts Him, and ſerve Him; that is, to 
worſhip Him both with the Wor- 
ſhip of our Bodies and Minds: There- 


fore, as he that either bows, or kzeels, 
or uſes any Poſture of Reverence to a 
graven Image, breaks the Second 


| Commandment ; ſo does he, who, on 
; Occaſion of Publick Morſbip, either re- 
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Fes, or neglects to ule ſome ſuch Po- 
fare to God. It being a Contempt of 
Foa, and contrary to His Commands, 
; to Pray to Him; tor Inſtance, with- 
out ſome Poſture of Adoration to Him, 
uben ve can do it, as well as it is a 
Sia to Aα to an Image, without Pray- 
eto it, which the Fapiſts pretend to 
go; he one is Idolatry, and the other 
, Sacrilege: For the Reaſon why we if 
: are not to bow donn to an Idol, is, be- |. 
r cauſe 'tis an Act of Worſhip due to 
1 God. And whether we give what 
= is due to Him to an Image, or re- 
n fuſe to pay it to Himſelf, we are 1 
» | <qually Robbers of God, we den 
S 
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Him his Honour, and are guilty of 
Sacriledge. 

I wiſh all concern'd, may ſeriouſly 
conſider, and amend their Practice in 
this Particular. | 

III. But the Practice of Holy Men, 
and of the Church of God in Scripture, 
are the beſt Interpreters of God's Com- 
mands; and from them we may learn 
what he requires, or approves in his 
Worſhip. Now through the whole 0/4 
Teſtament, we {hall never find any one 
ſitting at his Devotion; but on all Oc- 
caſions of Worſhip, eſpecially in Pab- 
_ dick Aſſemblies, the People of God ſtood, 
kneeled, bow'd, or proſtrated them- 
ſelves. ?Tis laid, indeed, 2 Sam. vii. 8, 
that Mug David then went, and ſate be- 
Fore the Lord : But here the Original 
Word is capable of another Significa- 
tion, and may as well be tranſlated, 
that he remaized, ſtayed, or abode before 


the Lord; and accordingly it is thus 


tranſlated in other Places of Scripture, 
particularly Gen. xxii. 5. and xxiv. 5 5. 
and xxix. 19. I Kings Xi. 2. This 
Place, therefore, is no Exception a- 
5 | —_ gainſt 
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of gainſt that Practice, which is ſo evi- 


dent through the whole Old Teſtament, 
that Holy Men worſhip'd God with 
their Bodies, as well as with their 
Minds. | 

IV. We ſhall find the ſame prac- 
tis d by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
in the New Teſtament. Our Saviour 
undoubtedly is the Be Example, we 
can propoſe to our ſelves for the Wor- 
ſbip of God, and we ought to imitate 
what he did, and approv'd. Now if 
we conſider the Worſhip he offer'd 
to his Father, we {hall find him ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to him with Bowing | 
the Body, with Keeling and Proſtra- 
tien, as well as with ſtrong Cries and 
Tears; 10 Mat. xxvi. 39. And he went 
4 little further, and fell on his Face, and 
prayed, O my Father, &c. and Lake xxii. 
41. He kneeled down, and prayed. And 
as he paid this Bodily Worſhip to 
God, ſo he accepted the ſame from 
Men when he was on Earth: Thus 
the Wiſe Men worſhip'd him in his 
Cradle, Mat. ii. 11. When they ſaw the 
Joung Child, and his Mother Mary, 2 
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fell down, & c. Thus they that deſir'd 
to be Cur'd by him, addreſs'd them. 
ſelves to him, Mark v. 22. Mhen he 
ſaw him, he fell at his Feet, and beſought, 
&c. And after the ſame Manner, 
thoſe who were Cur'd by him, re- 
turn'd him Thanks, Lake xvii, 16, 
Thus his beloved Mary came into 
his Preſence, John xi. 32. And Mz. | 
xxviii. 9. They held him by the Feet, and | 
worſhipped him. Our Saviour look'd 
on this Bodily Worſhip to be ſo in- | 
diſpenſably his Due, that he accepted ; 
of it from the very Devils, and they 
durſt not forbear to pay it to him, : 
Mark iii. 11. And unclean Sfirits, when Ne 
they {aw him, fell down before him, and 1 , 
t 
n 
0 
( 


cry d, Thou art the Son of God, And 
thus the very Heathen, as well as his 
Diſciples, approached him, ev'n whillt 
he was in his State of Humiliation. | 
And that we may not be tempted d 
to think, that Our Saviour admitted W 
this Boaly Worſhip to be paid Him on- 4, 
ly, Whilſt he was Bodzly preſent, we MW 3 
may oblerve St. Sephen preſents his 
Prayer with the fame Poſture, As 
* 3 VII. 
| m Vil. 
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vii. Go. He kneeled down, and cry'd with 
4 loud Voice, Lord, lay not this Sin to 
their Charge. 

V. The Scriptures repreſent to us 
the Firſt Chriſtians thus g/0r7fyins God 
ni h their Bodies, (as St. Paul exprelly 
commands us, 1 Cor. vi. 20.) in the 
Public Aſſemblies, as we may learn 
from 1 Cor. xiv. 23. where the Apoſtle 
ſpeaking of a Heathen coming into the 
Aſſembly of Chriſtians, and being con- 
viac'd, adds, and ſo falling down on his 
Face, he will worſhip God. If it had 
not been the Cuſtom for Chriſtians 
to do thus, it would never have been 
expected from a Heathen, or reckon'd 
an Argument of his Conviction. If 
the Church Triumphant in Heav'n 


| may be allow'd a fit Pattern to us, 
| of what is decent in the Worſhip of 


God, we find them paying this Bo- 
aily Worſhip to God, Rev. vn. 11. 
And all the Angels flood avout the I Hrone, 
and about the Elders, and about the 
Beaits, and fell on their Fares before 
the Throne, and worfhipped Cod; ſo 
Chap, iv. Ic ard Xix- 4. And the 
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1ame we find practis'd by the Charch 


on Earth, Add. xxi. 5. where St. Paul, 
and the Church of Tyre, kneeled donn 
on the Shoar, and prayed. After the ſame 
manner he took his leave of the Ei. 
ders of Ephelus Act. xx. 36. He kneceled 
down, and pray d nith them all. So con- 
ſtantly are Bodil) Worſhip and Prayer 
joia'd together, that Bowing the Knee, 
ſometimes ſignifies Prayer, Eph. 111. 14. 
For this cauſe J bow my Ruees unto the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

VI. The Scriptures repreſent this 
Bedily Worſhip, as the moſt proper 
External Act of Adoration : If we 
look into the Scriptures, we ſhall not 
find, Praying, Praiſing, Reading the 
Scriptures, or Adminiſtring the Sacra. 
ments, termed Worſhip ;, they are, in- 
deed, Duties, which we are obiig'd to 


perform to the Honour of God; but 


not immediate directs Acts ol Hobi, 
properly fo call'd eh, is pro- 


perly the Subjection of our Minds to 


Ge; and that is a proper Act of 
External Worſhip, which directly ſig- 
n.fies this Subjection or Submiſſion o 

our 
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our Minds: But Prayer ſiguifies our 
Deſires of good Things from God, and 
only indirectly our Subjection to Him; 
Praiſes, immediately ſignify the Senſe 
we have of God's Excellencies, and 
only by conſequence our Submiſſion ; 
Reading the Scriptures, is a Means of 
Iaſtruction, and tends to bring us to 
ſubmit to Gd; but does not direct- 
ly expreſs it, And the Sacraments 
primarily {ignity God's Grace to us, 


| rather than our Submiſſion to Him. 
| All theſe may, in a large Senſe, upon 
very good grounds, be look'd upon 
as Parts of Worſhip, becauſe they do 
imply ſuch Submiſſion; but Bending 
or Boming the Body, is that, which is 
properly in Scripture card Worſhzy, 
Jas ſignify ing immediately and natu— 
rally, the Bendisg and Submiica of our 
Souls, and nothing elle. 


In the Ola Teſtament, the Words 


| render'd V 0rſhip, ſignify properly and 
5 originally, tO bow aon, Or proſtrate the 


„h. This is the proper Significa— 
ion of vn and of dn, the latter of 
hich in the S-cond Commandment is 


H 2 reader'd 
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Tender'd to bow domꝝ; and very often, 
when the Original has, they bond 
aown themſelves ; the Tranſlators ren. 
der it, they worſhipped ; ſo Pſal. xcv. 5. 
and Jer. i. 16. And worſhipped the Wark 
of their omn Hands; in the Original 'tis, 
%) bowd themſelves down 10 the Work, 
&c. Gen. XXIV. 52, He worſhipped the 
Lord, bowing himſelf to the Earth; the 


Original has no more, but, he bon 


himſelf to the Karth to the Lord; {0 
Pal. xcv. 5. And the ſame holds ge- 
cerally through the whole Ol Tia 
ment; from whence it follows, that 
in the Opinion of our Tranſlators, 
to bow one's ſelf to the Earth, is that 
proper Act which they call Worſbip. 
And hence the whole Worſhip of Gos 
is ſignify'd by Bowirg before him; 
Micah vi. 6. Wherenith ſhall J cont 
b-fore the Lord, and bow my jelf befort 
the High God? that is, How ſhall ! 
+ orſhip him acceptabiy ? 

As to the New Teſtament, the Word 
generally, there render'd Mois, 
properly ſigniftes a Bodily Action: 
Nes. uuns zo, 18 Originally, to pay Ho- 

mage 
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mage by a Ks; as we now kits the. 
King's Hand, which uſually was 
done Kpreeling : And hence Kyeeling 
and Worſhipping , ſigaify the ſame 


thing in the New Teſtament, and the 


one is put for the other: Thus Mat. 
viii. 2. There came 4 Leper, and wor- 
ſpipped him. The fame Perſon is ſaid 
(Mark i. 40.) to come beſeeching him, 
and kneeling to him. Of the Canaznitiſh 
Woman 'tis ſaid ( Mat. XV. 23.) Tha: 
ſhe came, and Worſhipped" him. And 
Mark fays CH. vil. 25.) She came, 
and fell at his Feet. And Luke ſays of 
the Man among the 'Tombs, that He 


| fell down before him, (Chap, viii. 28.) 
Mark, that He worſhipped him, (Chap. 


v. 6.) Of Jairus, Mark and Lake ſay, 


that He fell down at his Feet: Matthew, 
| that He worſhipped him, (Lake viii. 
40. Mark v. 22. Mat. ix. 18.) ſo pro- 


miſcuouſly do the Evangeliſts uſo 
the Words Keeling, or Falling down, 
and Worſhipping, to ſignify the ſame 
Thing. Whence we may learn, that 
when any is faid to Worſhip Chriſt 
viſibly, by it is meant they kneeled t 

1 H 3 him. 
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him, And when we are commanded 
to Worſhip God in the Congrega- 
tion; the Meaning is, that we are re- 
quir*d to expreſs the Submiſſion of our 
Minds, by Boming our ſelves, or K neel- 
ing unto him. Hence the very Soldiers, 
that in deriſion bowed their Knees to 
Chriſt, are ſaid to worſhip him, Mark 
xv. 19. And St. John Rev. xxii. S. when 
he would Worſhipthe Angel, fell before 
his Feet: To which the Angel reply'd 
See thou av it not. Worſhip God, 
From which Text it clearly follows, 
that Falling down is an Act of Wor- 
hip, and that we are commanded by 
the Mouth of an Angel to pay it to 
God. ; 
VII. We find in Scripture, ſome 
Act of this Boazly Worſhip, accompa- 
nying every Religious Performance. 
Thus Prayers are generally offer'd 
with Knceling, and that to conſtantly 
{as is obſerv'd before) that to Bow the 
Rpee, in Scripture-Language, is to 
Pray. Thus Praiſes, Thankſgivings, 
and Conſeſſions of Faith, are offer'd 
ſtauding, 1 Ring. viii. 14. And the Riig 


turn'd 
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turu'd his Face about, and bleſſed all the. 
Congregation of Tirael. (and all the Con- 
oregation of Iſrael ſtood) and be ſaid, 
Bleſſed be the Lord, &c. The ſame Po- 
{ture is obſerv*d, ver. 55. 2 Chron. xx. 
19. Aud the Levites---=-(tood up to praiſe 
the Lord God of Iſrael with a loud Voice, 
2 Chron. XX1X- 29. Nehem. x. 40. And 
this was not a voluntary Act, but im- 

vod on the People, as appears from 
Mehlem. ix. F. Then the Levites --=« ſaid, 
Stand up, and bleſs the Lord your God, & c. 
In conformity to which, the Saints. 
and Angels in Heaven are repreſented; 
to us thus praiſing God, Rev. vii. 9. 
They ſtood before the Throne, and before 

the Lamb-=-- and cry'd with a loud Voice, 
Jazing, Salvation, &c. At Reading the 

Holy Scriptures, both Reader and 
People us'd the fame Poſture, as ap- 

pears from Nehem, vlii- 4, 5. And Ezra 
the Scrtve ſtood on a Pulpit of Wood . 

And Ezra open'd the Book, and all the 
People ftood up. And Chap. ix. 3. And 
they ſtood up in their place, and read in the 
Book : Which Our Saviour likewiſe 
obſerv'd, Lake iv. 16. 
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Laſtly, They offer'd their Sacrifices 
with Bodily Adoration, 2 Chroy. xxix. 
27. And when the Burnt-Offerings be- 
gan, the Song of the Lord began alſo---. 
And all the Congregation worſhipped, 
and the Singers ſang, and the Trumpets 
ſounded; and all this continu'd until 
the Burnt-Offering was finiſh'd. The 
Word, as was obſerv'd, here render'd 
worſhipped, ſigni fies literally, they bond 
themſelves down ; and the Meaning 1s, 
They continu'd proſtrate, or kneel- 
ing, whilſt the Burnt Offering was 
ofter*'d. Thus in every Nel gious Per- 
tormance, the Scripture has tak'n par- 
ticular Notice, and recorded to us, 
with what Acts of Bodily Worſhip it 
was offer'd up to God. 


en 
The Practice of Our Church in Boaity 


Worſhip. 


TV. ET us,in the next Place, compare 
gur own Practice with this Repre- 
ſentation, and ſee how we perform this 
Part of Viſble Worſhip in our Church. 
| 1. Hirſt, 


e 
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1. Firſt then, When we come into 
the Publick Aſſemblies, we believe 
our ſelves to come into Chriſt's Pre- 
ſence ; becaule he has promis'd, Mat. 
xViil. 21. Where two or three are ga- 
ther'd together in my Name, there aun 
1 in the midſt of them: And, therefore, 
in Obedience to the Commands of 
God in Scripture, 'tis our Cuſtom to 
lift up our Hearts to Him in Prayer, 
and bow our Bodies before Him: This 
Bowing our Bodies, when we come in- 
to the Aſſembly of Chriſtians met toy 
gether in Chriſt's Name, and for his 
Service, tho? it be not enjoy n'd by 
any Conſtitution of our Church, 1s 
generally practis'd by good People, 
as very decent in it ſelt, and Ediſy- 
ing to others. Our Bowizz our Bo- 
dies, therefore, at our Coming into a 
Chriſtian Aſſembly for Worſhip, is 
only to pay that Bodily Worſhip to 
God, that H requires from us when 
we come into his peculiar Preſence, 
which Prefence he has promis'd in 
ſuch Afſemblies. Some, indeed, are ſo 
Weak as to term our thus Morſbip- 


Hs ſ 178 


154 of BopiLY WorSH1P: Chap.g. 


ping God, a Boming to the Altar; where. 
as our Church expreſly declaring a- 
gainſt any Adoration to be paid to the 
Coaſecrated Bread and Wine, does 
much more declare againſt doing it 
to the Altar. 

II. Uncovering the Head is a Mark of 


we continue Uncover'd whillt the Aſ- 
ſembly laſts ; that is, whilſt we are 
in Chriſt's Preſence. The Cuſtom of 
the Eaſter» Church was to Uncover 
their Feet in the Preſence of God; ſo 
Moſes and Joſhua were commanded to 
do; (to which Solomon alludes, Ec- 
cleſ. v. 1.) This was eaſily practis'd 
with them, becauſe they wore nothing 
on their Feet but looſe Shoes and San- 
dals, which were readily flipt off: And 
this continu*d *till Our Saviour's time, 
as appears by their Waſhing their 
Feet when they came inco Houles, 
Luke Vii. 44. Uncovering the Head is 
the ſame common Mark of Reſpect 
with us now, as Uncovering the Feet 
was with them in their 'Time : And 
this VUncovering the Feet being neither 
Pracs 


Reſpect amongſt us; and, therefore, 
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practicable with us, nor any Note of 
Reſpect among us, but rather the 


g contrary, Our Church has requir'd 
; us, inſtead of it, to uncover our Heads, 
Can. 7. | : 

For the Juſtification of this Prac- 
c tice, give me Leave to digrels ſo far, 
| as to explain one Paſſage in the New 
) Teſtament, which ſeems to require, 
i that a Man ſhould have his Head un- 
b cover d in the Preſence of God, not as 
] a Note of Reſpect, but of Privilege, 
) 1 Cor. xi. 7. For a Man, indeed, ought 
0 not to cover his Head, foraſmuch as he 
y is the Image and Glory of God; baut 
1 the Woman is the Glory of the Miu. 
„Which Paſſage does not primarily re- 
late to the Covering the Head, but 
the Face, by a Veil, according to the . 
, IF Cuſtom of the Fattern. Countries: LY 
: And this Covering the Fate was a Note 4 
= of Relpect, as the contrary was a. 4 
5 Note of Privilege ; So we find, that 1 
} when Rebecca was to appear before. i 
+ her Husband, Gen. xxiv. 65, She crook: i 
4 a Veil, and cover'd her ſelf. So Exod. 1 
| ll, 6, Moſes hid his Face, for he was | 

a afraiat if 
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afraid zo look upon God; and Elijah 
wrapped his Face in his Mantle when he 


went out to meet God, 1 Rings xix. 13. 


Ona the ſame Account the Seraphims 
cover their Faces with their Wings, Iſa. 
Vi. 2. Tis, therefore, a peculiar Privi- 
ledge and Favour to be allow?*d to ap- 
pear before God uncover'd, and ' tis 
reckon'd as ſuch, 2 Cor. ii. 18. Bat we 
all with open Face, beholding a4 in aGlaſs 
the Glory of the Lord, &c. Thoſe that 
were out of Favour, might not appear 
bare-faced before their Prince, but 
with their Heads cover'd, as Haman 
was, when the King ſignify'd his Diſ- 


Pleaſure againſt him, Efther vii. 8. 


Now for the underitanding of the be- 
fore-cited Place, we mult conſider, 
that Man being the Image and Glory of 
God,is allow'd to take this Confidence 
before God, which is deny*d to Momen: 
For ſince God was pleas'd to make Man 
his Image and Glory, tis not fit that this 
hisGlcry ſhould be cover'd before Him; 
but on the other Hand, *tis fit that 
Man's Glory, which is Woman, ſhould 
be cover'd before God. This, I con- 
| | ceive, 


— — — 
156 Of BOoDILITY WORSHIP. Chap. 4. 


Scct.2. Tom practisd by Our Church. 1 77 


ceive, is the full Meaning of this Place, 
and has no Relation to the Manner of 
Uncovering the Head, in Uſe with us 
now ; which is only a Mark of civil 
Reſpect, and that peculiar to Men, 
and not to Women. But however, 
being an Honour paid to Men, there's 
no Reaſon why it ſhould not be paid 
to God: On the contrary, it ſeems to 
be 1 by the Apoſtle's general 
Injunction, Let all things be done decent- 
ly. And it is one of the Articles of 
Our Church, That the Church has Power 
to order Rites and Ceremonies ; that is, 
to determine what particular Things 
come under the Apoſtle's General 
Word of Decexcy. | 

3. We ſtand up at our Praiſes , 
Thankſgiving s, and Confeſſions of Faith, 
in Conformity to the Examples of 
Holy Scripture. 


4. At our Confeſſions of Sin, and 


at our Prayers, we preſent our ſelves 
before God on our Knees, by Order 
of Our Church, according to the Ex- 
ample of Our Saviour, and the Church 


of God. 
III. We 
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III. We Celebrate the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Boa) and Blood of Chriſt 
in a Worſhipping Poſture. I know that 
many except againſt this. It would 
engage me in a longer Diſcourſe to 


examine it fully; perhaps, God may 


hereafter, give me an Opportunity to 
diſcuſs it at large; at preſent I ſhall 
only hint at the ðcripture-· Ground we 


ha ve for it, and that by the following 
Deduction. 


1. The Altar was of Old the Lord's 
i Table, from whence 
. hisAttendants were 

The Auth In- 
Phra 22 al fed, Mal. i. 7. Te of- 


ert, That the Scrip- lluted . 
tures require Xueel- fe 1 Bread * 


ing at the Lord's Sup- U mine Altar, and e 
per 3 but to ſhew, ſay, Mherein have we 


That it is not con- > g 
trary to the Inſtitu- polluted thee ? In that 


tion of Chriſt, or 9e ſay, The Table of 


Practice of.the Apo- 7the Lord is CORLEM pe 
fries, who compare 


Our Receiving it {ible, 

with tze Jews Par- 

raking of their Altar, to which they approached 
with Adoration. | 


2, On this Account the Iſraelites 
came to the Altar, and worſhip'd be- 
fore. 
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fore it, as being God's 1 able, on which 
the Sacrifice was preſented as his 
Meat, of which they were permitted 
to partake ; So 2 Chron. vi. 12. And 
he ſtood before the Altar of the Lord - 
ver.13. And kneeled down on his Knees : 
And 1 Kings viii. 54+ He aroſe from be- 


fore the Altar 8 Kypeeling on hu Knees. 


Nor can it be ſaid, thar this Kneel- 
ing of Solomon, was only becauſe he 
offerꝰd up a Prayer at that Time, and 


that, therefore, he was in a Praying 
Poſture; for, undoubtedly, it was the 


Duty of all that were preſent at any 
Sacrifice, to offer up Prayers to God 
with the Sacrifice: And accordingly 
we find it commanded, 2 Rings xvii, 
22, Te ſhall worſhip before this Altar in 
Jeruſalem ; literally, Te ſhall bow downs 
your ſelves. 

3. The Communion Table is call'd 
The Lord's Table, 1 Cor. x. 21. 

4. The 1/razlites Partaking of the 
Altar, is propos'd as an Example for 
our Partaking of the Lord's Table, 
1 Cor. x. 16. The Cup of Bbefſing which 
we bleſs, is it not the Communion of the 


Blood 
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Blood of Chriſt? The Bread which me 
break, us it not the Communion of the 
Boay of Chri t e —— Ver. 18. Behold 
Iſrael after the Fleſh: Are not they 
which eat of the Sacrifices Partakers of 
the Altar ? f 
5. In Alluſion to this Religious Eat- 
ing with Bodily Worſbip, it Is prophe- 
ſy'd of Our Saviour, P/al. xxii. 29. Al 
they that be fat upon Earth, (that is, the by 
favour'd and happy Servants of God 1 
here, call'd in ver. 20. The Meek) ſhall 
] 
{ 


Eat and Worſhip. 

Since then, the Scripture ſcts forth 
to us a Religious Eating at the Lora's 
Table with Wor ſbip, and the Holy Com- 
munion is ſuch an Eating at his Table, 
i follows, that the Scripture warrants 
our Worſhipping when we Eat. 

i ' 2, We are Commanded in Scrip- 
ture to receive the Holy Euchariſt z 
Remembrance of Chriſt's Death; and by 
it we ſhew his Death till he come. The 
ſame Scriptures command us to Wor- 
ſhip our Saviour; For he is the Lord, 
and Mer jhip thou him, Pſal. xlv. 11. 
If ever then, we are to Worſhip py r 

Ce 
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Szviour, it is, certainly, when we 


come to Him in the Neareſt Ap- 


proaches, that we are capable of in 
this World, and with the higheſt 
Senſe of Gratitude that our Souls 
can admit of; to remember, and 
adore him for the greateſt Act of 
Love, that could be extended to- 
wards us, even Laying down his 
Life for us, and partake of the Be- 
nefits thereof by Feeding on him. 
If it be not our Duty to Worſhip 
Him with our Bodies, as well as our 
Minds, on this Occaſion, it is hard 
to ſay when we are oblig'd to do it. 
This Conſideration prevaiPd with 
the Proteſtant Church of Poland, to 
oblige all their Members to Re- 
ceive Kyeeling, or Standing, in Op- 
poſition to the Socinians, who refus'd 
to pay any Worſhip to our Saviour, 
and therefore Celebrated his Sup- 


per Sitting. The Words of their Ge- 


neral nod are theſe, Corpus Confeſſion. 
p. 236, Quod attinet ad Ceremonias, 
&c. © As to the Ceremonies of the 
Lord's Supper, the Decree ſometime 
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ago diſcuſs'd in the Hu, of Sando- 
mir, and the Concluſion made and 
repeated in the General Hud of 
Cracow and Petrolom, is all approv'd 
in that Seſſion of the Syuod of Ula- 
ayſlaw, vis. This Sitting at the 
Lord's Table ſhall not be us'd in a- 
ny of the Churches of Poland or Li- 
thuania, &c. of our Communion : 
For this Ceremony (tho? indifle- 


rent as others are) is not us'd by 
the Chriſtian and Reformed Churches; 


and is proper to the Infidel Ariays 


only, who place themſelves in an 


equal Throne with the Lord. Since 
then, Sitting has crept into ſome 
of our Churches, chiefly by the Oc- 
caſion and Countenance of thoſe, 


who have milerably falPn from us, 


and dem d the Lord that bought us, 
We entreat, and exhort all thoſe 
Congregations, and our Brethren 
in the Lord\, that they would 
change Sitting, into the Ceremo- 


nies us'd by us Proteſtants in all the 


Reformed Churches of Europe, ev'n 
that the Lord's Sapper may be ad- 
| « miniſter'd. 


« teſtation againſt Bread-Worſhip ug d: 
| © by the Papiſts) both which Rites 
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« miniſter'd to the Communicants 
« gtanding, or kneeling (with a Pro- 


(as they have been hitherto us'd in 
% ſome Churches) we leave free, and 
« approve ; without blaming, or giv- 
ing Offence to thoſe who ule either. 
This Synuod was held June 19th, 1583. 
The Synod of Peirokow above- men- 
tion'd, (held Fane 1, 2, 3, 1578. pa. 
234.) expreſſes it ſelf in theſe Words, 
© Becauſe thoſe Traiterous Fugitives 
« from us to Arianiſm, who change 
« all Things in the Church, pretend- 
« ing to imitate Chriſt, without Diſ- 
“ cretion, were the firſt Authors a- 
“ mongit us of Sit ing at the Lord's 
* Table, contrary to the Rites us'd in 
« all the Reformed Churches through- 
out Europe: Therefore we reject 
te this Ceremony, as proper to them 
* who treat as well Chriſt as his Sa- 
4 craments irreverently, as indecent 
and irreligious, and very offenſive 
„ to well-meaning People. 
It ought to be oblerv'd, That this 
DM Church 
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Church reckons Sting a Ceremony ; 
and a Ceremony of an ill Signification 
and Original, and not uſed by any 
Proteſtant Church in their Time. 
IV. But I find moſt People acknow- 
ledge the Reaſonablenels of this; and 
grant, if it were left to us how we 
would Receive, that we ought to do 
it with Adoration : But lay they, 

Obedience is better than. Sacrifice ; we 
are commanded to do what Chrilt 

did, and he inſtituted, and his Diſ- 

ciples receiv'd it, in a Table-poſture ; 

and therefore ſo ought we, notwith- 

ſtanding the Scriptures, Reaſon, 
and Decency, ſeem to recommend 
another Poſture to us. | 

Now to this Argument, which is 
the only one I find brought from 
Scripture, and which ſeems to prevail 
with moſt, I anſwer, 

1. That we are not requir'd, nor 
is it convenient to imitate all that 
Chriſt did: Neither the Time, nor 
the Number of Receivers, nor the 
Poſture being Obligatory to us; as 
appears, from St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. * 
18 | WO 
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who having occaſion to mention what 
he recciv'd of the Lord, concerning this 
Sacrament, mentions only our Savi- 
our's taking Bread, giving Thanks, and 
Breaking it; and thenſaying,Take, Eat; 
this is my Body, &c. without the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Number of Receiv- 
ers, his Poſture, or being at Supper. 
Nay, that we may not think, that this 
had any Relation to a Common Sup- 
per, or the Circumſtances of it, he 
obſerves ,that Supper was done when he 
tcok the Cup. Our Saviour's Poſture, 
therefore, whatever it was, is no wile 
Obligatory to us, it not heing any 
Part of what St. Paul profeſſes to 
have receiv'd from Chriſt, concern- 
ing this Sacrament. 

2. I have already prov'd, That 
Religious Eating was accompany*d 
with Bodily Worſhip ; and therefore, if 
it were granted, that we were oblig'd 
to recieve this Sacrament in a Table- 
Poſture, from the Example of our 
Sav10ur , yet it would not follow, 
that we ſhould not receive it Kneel- 
ing. is certain, Our Saviour did 

not 


— 


did cat his uſual Meals. Suppoſe, R 


then, he had oblig'd us to his Polture in 
of Eating, we ought to Lye, as he W 
did; but none aſſert the Neceſſity of th 
our doing ſo, or practiſe this Way. J 
Since then all Parties change it, ſure ſec 
we do better, that change it into the tl 
Religious Way of Eating recommend- tl 
dd to us in the Scriptures, with Ado- V 
tration, than others, that change our e. 
& Saviour's Way into Sitting, the com- 1 | 
| mon Way of our Eating. 0 
| 3. We have this further to ſay for 
| our Practice, That Our Saviour was t 


not at a Common Supper when he 
inſtituted this Sacrament, but at the 
Paſſover ; which was a Sacramenral 
Eating, and had a peculiar Poſture 
preſcrib'd for it, Exod. xii. 11. And 
tho? ſome think (but without War- 
rant from Scripcure) that the Jews 
did not obſerve this; yet *cis own'd 
they obſerv'd another, which differ 'd 
from the Common Poſture of Eating, 
and was reckon'd Religious: How- 
ever 'tis ſpoken, that Our Saviour 
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pertorm'd this Eating wich ſeveral 
Religious Ceremonies that were not 
in the firſt Inſtitution: Such 1s that 
we find Luke xxii. 17. And he took 
the Cup, and gave Thanks, and ſaid, 
Take this, and divide it among your 
ſelves. This Cap is different from 
the Sacramental Cap, which is inſti- 
tuted, ver. 20. And, therefore, if we 
would imitate Chrift, we ought to 
cat the Lord's Supper in a Way pecu- 
liar to it ſelf, and different from our 


Common Meals. 
4. But, Fourthly, The full Anſwer 


to the Argument, is, That it goes on 


a falſe Suppoſition, That Our Savi- 
our inſtituted this Sacrament in the 
Common Poſture of Eating. Which 
no wile appears in Scripture; neither 
can it be infer'd from any thing ſaid 
or intimated by the Evangeliſts, or 
St. Paul, but rather the contrary, It's 
true, whilſt the Diſciples were Eat- 
ing, He . took Bread; but aſter that, 
He gave Thanks, and bleſſed it; and 
then He brake it, and gave it to them: 
And it is not to be ſupposꝰd, that the 

Diſciples 
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168 Of Bovity Woxsnte. Chap. 4, 
Diſciples contiau'd Eating whilſt Our 
Saviour was giving Thanks, and Bleſ. 
ſing; that 15, Praying. Our Saviqur, 
or his Diſciples, were not Eating, but 
giving Thanks, and Praying, Whilſt 
this Sacrament was inſtituted; and, 
therefore, it was proper to be done, 
(and in probability was done by our 
Saviour,) in a Thankſgiving, and 
Praying-poſture. Neither was there 
any Neceſſity to take notice of this 
Change of Poſture; ſince the Change 
of the Action, from Eating, to Thar k/« 
giving and Bleſſing, ſufficiently ſignifics 
and inſers it. There is no Notice taken 
of our Saviour's Riſing at all from the 
Table, by any of the Three Evange- 
liſts, that deliver to us the Inſtituto; 
of the Sacraments; and yet it is plain, 
from Joh xiii. 4 that he did Riſe from 
that Supper, waſhed his Diſciples Feet, 
and /are down again, ver. 12. And ſo he 
might Riſe to Bleſs and Diftribute the 
Holy Sacrament : And therefore, we 
have no Aſſurance from Scripture, 
that our Saviour inſtituted this Sacra- 
ment in a Common I able: poſture, _ 
tlie 
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the contrary ſeems probable. So that 
He has left us at Liberty to follow the 
general Rules of Decency and Rea- 
jon, and what the Scriptures repre- 
ſent to us as fit, and practis'd in the 
like Caſes. 

Lajily, We find the Apoſtle levere- 
ly reproving the Corinthians, for their 
Irreverence in Receivim this Sacra- 
ment; and threatning them with 
Damnation, for not Diſcerning the 
Lord's Body ; that is, for Receiving 
it as their Common Foed, without 
diſtinguiſhing between them by a 
Reverend, and Religious Receiving 
it. And fure, it is but a due Di- 
ſlinction between It and our Common 
Food, to approach the Lord's Table 
with as much Reverence as the Jews 
did their Altar, at which they never 
ſate down. 

Upon the whole, I think we do no- 
thing in this, or any other Sacred Ac- 
tion, as to Bodily Worſhip, but what 
is Warranted and Grounded on the 
Holy Scriptures; and particularly as to 
What we do at the Holy Sacrament of 
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i 6. 6 


the Lora's-Supper, it is as unjult to ſu— 

ſpect, or accufe us of Worſhipping 
The Lora*s T able, or the Elements of N 
Bread and Mine, becauſe we receive f 
them kzeelizg, as it were to accuſe the i « 
Jems of Worſhipping their Altar or 
Sacrifice, becauſe they Worſhipped be- [ 
Fore them, as God Commanded them [ 
to do, 2 Kjzgs xviii. 22. I beſeech ] 
God to give us true Sabmiſſion and | 
Humility of Heart; for the Outward 1 


Expreſſions of theſe Inward Diſpoli- C 
tions of Mind, which our Church has J 
appointed by Bedily Moſbip, are, cer- C 
rainly, ſuch as God has approv'd, and 1 
Holy Men have practisd in Scripture, 0 
te 

JEC T. HI. 4 

:The Praclice of the Diſſenters iz Bc di!) 85 
Worſhip. | : 

J. ND now I come to you, my ly 
F Hiends, who Diſſent ſrom Us, ae 
to conſider how You perform this Part 1 *! 
of God's Worſnip, and to compare Tour in 
Principles and Practices with whar I Fa 
fe 


have repreſented from the Hol) Scrip- 
Fares. And, 


i — — 


And, Firſt, As to Tour Principles. 1 


need not tell you, That Tea do not allow 


Bodily Adoration to be any Part of God's 
Worſhip : Which you cannot but diſ- 
cern to be plainly contrary to the Hl 
Scriptures, that make it the nat proper 
peculiar Act thereof (as I have ſhew'd 
before, Chap. 4. Sect. 1. No. 1, 2, 3. 
In your Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. XXI. 
Prayer, Reading Scriptures, &c. Sing- 
ing Plalms, Adminiſtration of che Sa- 
craments, are reckon'd up as Parts of 
Religious Worſhip, but not a Word 
concerning the Worſhip of the Body. 
Your Directory doth not only leave it 
out, but exclages it, by requiring All 
to enter the Aſſembly, and 20 take 
their Seats and Places, without Adora- 
tian, or Bowing themſelves towards one 


Place, or other; that is, without Bow- 


ing themſelves at all. A Rule direct- 
ly oppolite to Natural Reaſon, as well 
as to the Commands of God, and to 
the Examples of his Saints: And 'tis 
inconceivable, how it ſhould be laid 
down by a Society of Men, that pro- 
telfd to believe Chriſt peculiarly pre- 
1 ſent 
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ſeut in their Aflemblies; which yer 
the Authors of your Director) proteſs 
to do, in that very Place where they 
forbid all Adoration. Let us then, [ 
pray you, compare their Rule with 
God's Word: You have the Bible in 
your Hands, and you look upon n 
to be your Privilege to uſe it: The 
Scriptures lay, O come, let us Worſhip, 
let us bow down, let us kaeel before the 
Lord our Maker. Your Directory ſays, 
let us enter the Aſſembly without Ado- 
ration, or Bon ing. Where, notwith- 
ſtanding it allows, that we in a ſpeczal 
Mauer appear in God's Preſence. Sure- 
ly, you cannot but ſee, this is not only 
to lay aſide, but to contradict the 
Rules of Scripture. | 
II. Your Practice is conformable to 
your Principles. For, 


1. At your Thanlſgivings or Praiſes, 


you neither Bow, nor Stand up. 

2. Whereas we, and the Churches 
of God in all Ages, have us'd to Stand 
up at the Solemn Confeſſions of Faith, 
you have caſt out of your Religious 
Aſſemblles, not only %ig Act of Wer- 
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ſhip, but the Confiſſiuus of Faith thems 
ſelves; io material a Part of the Ser- 
vice of God, as appears from Rom, 
x. 9,10. If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 
Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe 
in thine Heart that God hath raiſed hint 


from the Dead, thou (halt be ſaved : For 


with the Heart Mau velieveth unta 
Righteouſrieſs, aud with the Mouth Con- 
feſſion is mane anto Salvation, To pro- 
fels ſolemnly, that we expect no 
Happineſs but from the good Plea- 
ſure of God, and that we freely ac- 
quieſce in his Proviſions for us, is no 
mall Evidence of the Submiſſion of 


our Minds to God; and, upon that 


Account, may be reckon'd an In- 
ſtance of External Worſhip, and ac- 
cordingly many of the P/alzzs contain 
ſuch Confeſſions. AF" 

3. You Sit generally at your Pab- 


lic Prayers, 


4. At the Holy Sacrament you Sit, 


not only whilſt you Receive, hut like- 
wile at the Thankſgiving and Bleſſing 


before: And your Director) impo- 


{es this Poſture on Communicants, 
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tho? contrary to Holy Scriptuse, in re- 
ſpect of that Part that concerns the 
Prayer and Thankſgiving; and with- 
out any Command, or ſo much as Ex- 
ample ti om Scripture, in reſpect of the 
Sitting at the 1ime of Receiving. 

5. Too many of your Perſuaſion 
condemn us, who conform to God's 
Word, ia theſe Particulars, as guilty 
of Saper/tirzon ; and endeavour to ren- 
der our Conformity ridiculous-; not 
being content to lay aſide the Com- 
mands of God themſelves, but endea- 
vouring likewiſe to condemn, and ſcoff 
at the Oblervation of them in Vs. 

In ſhort, Ientreat you to conſider, 
That you have zor ary one Viſible Att 
of Adoration among it you in your Aſſem- 
blies, except we reckon in this Num- 
ber, That your Men Uncover their 
Heads at Prayer; and yet even this is 
not requir'd by your Director). 

III. And now let me a While exa- 
mine calmly with you, the Pretences 
1 have met with, for lay ing aſide this 
Part of God's Worſhip; for 'tis not 
probable, that any would baniſh Aav- 
rab ion 
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ration out of their Aſſemblies, and al- 
ledge no Reaſon for their doing fo. 
1. Firſt therefore, I hnd that Place 
of Scripture produc'd to this Purpoſe, 


John 4. 24. God is a Spirit, and they 


that worſhip Him, mut worſhip Him in 
Spirit, and in Truth. Some think, that: 
all Badily) Worſhip is here forbidden, 


and that only the Worſhip of the Spirzr, 


or Mind, is requir'd of us under the 
Goſpel: Upon this, Some have de- 
clar'd againſt all Churches, or ſeparate 
Places tor Worſhip; Others, againſt 
all Bodily Worſhip; Others, againſt all 
Sacraments ; Others, againſt all Yocat 
Prayers, Praiſes and Thankſgivings : 
And even in the Apoſtle's Time, ſome 
were againſt all Viſzble Aſſemblies. And: 
indeed, if we underſtand this Place as 
{ome do, That all Bodily Worſhip is. 
excluded by it, and that it is ſuffici- 
ent to worſhip God in our Spirits, or 
Minds only, I do not fee but all theſe. 
are in the right; and choſe who pre- 
tend to be above Ordinances, aud- 
worſhip God no where, are moſt confur- 
wable to this Rule; and next to them, 
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the ſilent Meetings of the Quakers, with- 
out Sacraments, without Vocal Prayers 
or Praiſes, are the moſt Spiritual Ser- 
dice. For if other Diſſenters think Bo- 
dil) Worſhip, ſuch as Bowing, Kyeeling, 
Kc. wnlawful or unneceſſary, becauſe 
they are Acts of the Body, and unfit, 
on that Account, to be offer'd to God, 
Who is a Spirit; why may not the 

1 omit the Sacraments, and the 
 Woras of the Mouth, which are Out- 
ward Things as well as the other? Nay, 
why ſhould not Outward Teaching, 
or Preaching ceaſe ? ſince the Spirit 
is a ſufficient Teacher, and has pro- 
mis'd us, Heb. 8. 10. I will put my 
Laws in their Minas, and write thens 
in their Hearts — Ver. 11. And they 

ſhall not teach every Man his Neighboar, 
and every Man bis Brother, &c. The 
Principle and Reaſoning is the ſame 
in all theſe, and will juſtify the ſilent 
Meetings of the Quakers ; nay, the Ex- 
travagance of Thoſe that pretend to 
be above all Ordinances, as well as the 


Irreverence of other Diſſenters. 


But 
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But we ought to interpret Scrip- 


ture ſo as one Place may not contra- 


dict another; and ſince the Holy Scrip- 
tures ſhew us, that God requires our 


Vocal Prayers and Praiſes, our Viſible 


Sacraments and Adoration, we ought 
not to interpret Morſhipping in the 
Spirit lo as to exclude theſe; bur ra- 
ther conclude, that they may be of- 
fer'd up to God in ſuch a Manner, 
as to become proper for Spiritual Mor- 


ſþip, or God would never have re- 


quir'd them. 


When, therefore, our Saviour re- 


preſents the Worſbip He taught the 


World, as a Worſhip in Spirit and Truth; 
his Meaning, doubtleſs, is not to ex- 


empt us from Morſhipp ing his Father 


with our Bodies, whereot He Himſelf 
has given us an Example ; but to 
teach us, That the Outward Acts of 
Morſbip that we pay to God, are only 
acceptable to Him, when they pro- 
ceed irom, and are accompany 'd w:th 
a hearty Submiſſion of our Souls ; and 
that every Act is more or lets Aucep= 
table, as it has more or leis of cur 
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Hearts and Aﬀections in it: But that 
Circumſtances of Place, and the like, 
give us no Advantage, and are of no 
Value towards making our Worſhip 
Acceptable: 

This Meaning of the Words direct- 
ly anſwers our Sæviour's Deſign, which 
was to ſhew the Samaritan Woman, 
that the Time was coming, that the 
F$orjbip offer'd to God under the Go/- 
pel would be nothing more accepta- 
ble, for being offer'd at Jeraſalem, or 
Mount Gerigim, or any other Place: 
But the Heart being right, all Places 
Were alike. Which was directly con- 
trary to the Jewiſh Law, that ailow'd 
no Sacrifice or Ob/atizn to be acceptable 
to God, that was not offer'd at the 
Temple; and conſequently, their Mor- 
i deriv'd its Acceptance from the 
Place, and not from the Heart alone 
of him chat offer'dd it. 

We affirm, therefore, as our Saviour 
has here taught us, That 'tis only from 
the Hears, or Spirit, that our Worſhip 
becomes acccpte ble to God, and that 
the Time, or Flace, where 'tis oſ- 
fer'd 
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t ter*d, contributes nothing to our c- , 
: ceptance: But that in whatever Place, 
£ at whatever Time, in whatſoever 
p Poſture we offer up our Spzrits and: If 
Hearts to God, we are accepted by 
5 Him. ' 
» | But then we lay likewiſe, a Man, I 
\ ho neglects the Aſſemblies of Chri- 1 
b Aians, cannot have a good Heart to» & 
4 wards God, becauſe he breaks. his: 1 
. Command; That ſuch as do not take f ; 
Fe Care to provide a convenient and de= 
| cent Place, and ſet it a- part for Chriſ=-. A 
C tians ro meet, and to perform God's 
F Worfhip in, cannot have a Value for F 
F it; That ſuch as neglect the Holy Se- if 
5 cramtnis, want Faith in His Promiſes, 
E as well as Obedrence to His Commands; # 
8 and that thoſe who neglect to nbi if 
s Him with their Boay, and to pay Oats ö 
. ward Reverence and Adoration when 
they come into his Preſence, muſt want. 
Inward Submiſſion of their Minds, be- 


0 

caule they do not approach as he te- 
1 / any 
, quires. If a Man truly worſhip God: 
in his Spirit, it will oblige him, if: 
able, to perform theſe Ourward Acts: 
and 
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and it he be not able, God doth not wit 
require them. it! 
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It is in this, as in Faith, Jam. ii. 18. 

A Man may ſay, Thou haſt Faith, and 
* 7Thave Works : Shew me thy Faith with- Tv 
out thy Works, and 1 will ſhew thee my an 
WY Faith by my Works After the fame 1 
MW anner a Man may ſay, Thou wor- th 
| ſhippeſt God Inwardly in Heart and re 
*  S$pzrit, and J worſhip him Outwardly, ui 
and in the Face of the Church with it 
my Boay: Shew me thy Inward Mor- d 

& ſbip without Bowing, Kyeelirg, or o- 

ther Bodil) Act of Worſhip; and I | 
will ſnew thee my Inward Worſhip, a 
and Dread of God's Majeſty, by the ( 
Worſhip of my Boay. | 
From all which *tis manifeſt, That c 
our Obligation to worſhip God in Spirit 
and Truth, doth no more exclude Bo- 1 
dily Worſhip, than Faith does exclude | 
Works. . | 
2. The ſecond Pretence I have | 
heard for baniſhing of Bodzly Adorati- | 
on, is much like rhe firſt. It is alledg'd, 

That God has no Value for it; and 


that if our Hearts are humble, and rig 4 
„ 0 
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with God, no Matter whether we ſignify 
it by Outward Acts of Adoration, or no. 

But to this I Anſwer, 

1. That God Himſelf is the beſt 
| Judge of what befits His Majeſty ; 
and *tis a ſure Sign that He values a 
Thing when He requires it: Since, 
theretore, He has Commanded us to 
render Him this Bodily Worſhip ; for 
us to alledge, That He does not value 
it, is too like ſetting up our own Wil- 
dom above His. | 

2. The Words of our Prayers, or 
Praiſes, and all the Fruits of our Lips, 
are Outward Things, as well as the 
Geſtures of our Bodies; and God va- 
lues them as little as our Proſtratin 
our Bodies before Him, when the 
Heart goes not along with them, as 
appears from Ja. i. where he ſhews 
his Abhorrence, got only of Sacrifices, 
Feaſts, and Spreading forth Hapas, 
but likewiſe of Prayers, ver. 4. And 
Mark vu. 6, 7. This People honoareth 
me with their Lips, but their Heart is 
far from me: Howbut, in vain do they 
wor ſbip me, &c. Yet to throw Vocal 
Prayers 
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Prayers and Praiſes out of the Service 
of God, were abſolutely to deſtroy His 
Viſible Worſhip ; and after the ſame 
Manner to throw out all Outward 
Signs of Reverence, ſuch as Keel- 
ing, &c. is a fair Step to it. For the 


ſame God that has ſworn, That every 


Tongue ſhall confeſs unto him, has like- 
wile ſworn, That every Kee ſhall boy 
unto him, Rom. X1v. 11. Both, there- 
fore, are alike requir'd in the Wor- 


ſhip of God, and both alike inſigni fi- 


cant when ſeparated from the ſincere 
Concurrence of our Hearts, When 
the Meditations of our Hearts goalong 
with the Words of our Mouths, they 


are acceptable to God; and When 


the Submiſſion of our Souls go along 
with the Worſhip of our Boates, it 1s 
grateful to Him, and valuable in his 
Sight, as all other Adds of Obedience 
are. 


3. Tho' Bodily Worſhip in it ſelf 


were a {mall Thing, yet the Omiſſion 


of it may be a great and crying Sin, 
and a great Contempt of Aimighty 
God. Thus Eating the Forbidden 
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Fruit was in it felt, a very incbnſide- 
rable Outward Action; and yet be- 
ing forbidden, it was the Ruine of all 

| Mankind, Thus the Waſhing a Man 
with Water, In the Name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, is in ſelf no great 
matter; yet the wilful omiſſion of it 
is acknowledg'd by moſt to be damna- 
ble. Thus Kyeeling, or Standing at our 
Pray: rs, is but a Circumſtance ; yet 
fince God has requir'd it, and Holy 
Men recommended it by their Ex- 
ample, to omit it wiltully may be a 
great Sin, and render our beſt- 
meant Prayers ineffectual. Much 
more mult it be ſinful ro condemn, or 
mock at thoſe who practiſe it ac- 
cording to God's Inſtuution. 

4. As imall a value as you think 
God has for Outward Performan- 
ces; yet it is plain, that you lay 

great weight upon the doing, or not 

doing of them In Caſes of Neceſ- 
ſity, we th.nk they may be la vfully 
omitted; hat you are taught, That in 
no Caics they may be law fully prac- 
tio d. Lou are taught rather to ſtay at 
Home, 
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Home, and not to worſhip God at all 
Pablickly, than to Conform in Out- 
ward Geſtures, or Circumſtances. 
Lou are advis'd rather to abſtain all 
your Lives from. the Lord's Supper, 
than receive it Kneeling. Now it you 
think God does hate them ſo much, 
upon Suppoſition that He has nor 
requir'd them, and accounts them a 
Polluting of his Ordinance”; How 
mult it diſpleaſe Him to omit them, 
if it appears that He has Commanded 
them? as I think, I have made ſuffi- 
ciently plain. * f 

5- 1 intreat you, my Friends, to 
conſider, That whatever Bodil) Wor- 
ſbip be in it ſelf, yet to throw it out 
of our Pablict Aſſemblies is of fatal 
Conſequence, ſince it does in a great 
Meaſure defeat the Deſign of them. 
The great Deſign of Publicł Worſhip, 
is, F:r4, To ſignify, and teſtify to the 
World, the Senſe and Beliet we have 
of the Being, Power and Providence af 
Goa ; to declare his Name to our Bre- 
thren, and in the Midſt of the Church to 
fing Praiſes unto him, Heb, ii. 12. 7% 
8 tn 
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Secanaly, To be a Means to beget, 
ſtir up, and preſerve this Senſe and 
Belief in one another, Heb, x. 25. To 
both theſe Ends, Boaily and External 
Worſhip do very much contribute ; 
and 'tis hardly poſſible to attain ei- 
ther of them without it. For we 
cannot ſee into one another's Hearts, 
and, therefore, we muſt ſignify our 


Senſe and Belief of God in the Pablick 


Aſſemblies, either by Words or Actions, 
and, if poſſible, by ſuch as are pecu- 
larly appointed by God to this Pur- 


poſe. But in your Meetings there is 


no Obligation on any one to ſignify 
his Concurrence with the Congrega- 
tion in any Ordinary Act of Worſhip, 
either by Word, or Geſture ; and, 


therefore, this End of Pablick Aſſem- 


lies is utterly defeated by you. Your 
Directory does not require, or allow 
the People ſo much as to ſignify their 
Aſlent, by adding an Amen to the 
Prayers or Thanlſgivings there offer'd: 
But, on the contrary, you ridicule 
thoſe that practice it, purſuant to the 
Direct ions and Examples in Scripture. 


And | 
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And as to Geltures, ſuch as Reling, 
S'anaing,or Bowing theBody,&c.you con- 
demn them all as Reliques of 1do/atry, 
Or Superſtition. There remains, there- 
fore, in your 4ſſemblies,nothing where- 
by the People may teſtify their Belief, 
or Aſſent to what they hear, which was 
one Deſign of the Meeting. Thus by 
turning all Boazly Worſhip out of your 
Aſſemblies, you have made void this 
great End of them, and lefr no viſible 
Diſtinction, whereby any one may lig- 
niſie, whether he aſſents to the Wor- 
Hip that is offer'd, or diſſents from it. 
The whole Aſſembly being to one 
another, meer Spectators and Hearers, 
not Joint-Woſhippers. 
As to the other End of Pablick Wor- 
ſbip, which is to keep alive, and ſtir 


up your Affections; you cannot but 


own that the Omiſſion of this Out- 
ward Worſhip, is a great hinderance to 
it. For it mutt needs be a great check 
to Devotion, to ſee a Man come into 
the Preſence of God in a Chriſta 
Aſſembly, with leſs Reverence,or Shew 
of ReſpeQ,thaninto the Preſence of an 
ordinary 


Secd. How practise by Diſſenters. 187 


ordinary Superior ; and behave him- 
{elf leſs civilly there, than he would 
do in a Court of Juſtice, And let Peo- 
ple pretend what they will, het can 
never be ſuitable Worſhip to God, 
which would be Rudenels to a Jaage. 


And, therefore, the Quakers, act much 


more reaſonably, who refuſe to take 
off their Hats, or pay Bodily Worſhip 
to Men, than other Diſſenters, who 

ay it to Men, and refuſe it to God, 
For to do lo, mult naturally tend to 
diitinguiſh the Awe and Senſe, we 
ought to have of His 1 and 
the Belief of his peculiar Preſence in 
our Aſſemblies; and it is much to be 
feared, that this proceeds too oſten 
from the want of ſuch Awe. 

6. To conclude, There 1s a Lan- 
guage of Geſtures, rather more ſig- 
nificant and moving than that of the 
Tongue : And he muſt have a pecu- 
liar Make of Mind, that is not more 
awaken'd and affected, by ſeeing a 
whole Congregation on their Knees, 
with their Hands and Hes lift up to 


Heaven; then to ſees them Sitting or 
Leaning, 
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Leaning, whilſt their Petitions are 
offering up to God. Words, therefore, 
and Geſtures, being only different parts 
of the Language, wherehy we expreſs 
and communicate our Thoughts and 
Affections to one another, and both bein 
recommended to us by Nature, and com- 
manded by Scripture to be us'd in the 
Worſhip of God, he who lays aſide Ge- 
ftares, does {in againſt the Command. 
ment of God, as well as he that lays aſide 
Words. T heartily wiſh you and all Di/- 
ſenters, wou'd conſider this: Which it 
yoa did, Laſſure my ſelf, you would per- 
ceivethis to be a Matter of ſome moment, 
and neither condemn our Bodily Adora- 
tion, nor continue your own(what I mult 
call) Ireverence. | 
3. But Thirdly, Some alledge, for 
their omitting this Part of God's Mor- 
ſbip, That they do not condemn Bodily Ado- 
ration, in his Service; but that to Stand 
up and Keel in the Congregation, is jo 
troubleſome to them, that they juage they 
are better omitted. 
Towhich I Anſwer, That J very be- 
lieve, that theſe Perſons do give the 
true 
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re true Reaſon of this Practice. For, as 

, it has been {hewn here, *twas of old | 
ts the Reaſon of the People's Neglecting 4 
ſs God's Service, and Matter of their : 
d Complaint againſt it, That iz was ame-. 
g ness, Mal. i. 13, But ſure 'tis no leſs a 
Gin, to lay aſide the Commandments of 

e God tor our Eaſe, than to change them 
por the Tradition of Men. Tis an Effect 

. of our Natural Corruption to deſire to 

e ſerve God with that which coſts us no- 
hing, and without trouble; and moſt 

if are willing to fave their Pazzs, as well 
as well as their Mone), in His Service. 

„ But this is a certain ſign that they 

- # have little Heart and Affection to it: 

t It they had, it would not ſeem a trou- 


ble to them, to ſhew it, by all the | 
Outward Demonſtrations that the Scrip- |} 
| tures recommend to us. A devoat 
- KF Heart bows the Bod), bends the Kees, 
7 and lifts up the Hands in Prayer, with- 
; out any trouble. And they have rea- 
y ſon to ſuſpect their own Hearts, that 
find theſe Demonſtrations of Reve- 
rence to their Creator and Redeemer, 
Uneaſie co them. 
This 
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This very Pretence ought to ſhew 
you, That 'tis the Negligence and 
Dead heartedneſs of People towards 
God's Service, that has bani{h'd theſe 
Bodil) Adorations out of it. We think 
it no Diſadvantage to our Church, 
that we are forc'd to acknowledge, 
That your Wayof Worſhip is mach eaſter 
than ours, to ſuch as are preſent at it; 
it being much leſs Trouble to a Man 
that has no Value for Religion, to come 
into an Aſſembly, and there ſit dows, 


and lap his Cſoat about him, without 


being oblig*d to any Word or Geitare 
that may diſturb his See, or world!) 
Thoughts, than to be under an Obliga- 
tion every Moment to {1gnily his A.- 
tention by ſome Word or Geſtare, under 
the Penalty of being remarked by the 
whole Congregation tor his Negligence 


and Irreverence ; which is the Cale in 


our Aſſemblies; and, *ris to be fear'd, 
is the Reaſan that ſome leave us, and 
go where they may be at Eaſe, and 

Negligent more ſecurely. 
4. I confeſs, in the fourth Place, 
There are ſome that excuſe themſelves 
more 
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more hand ſomly, tor not Kneeling at 
their Prayers, & c. Say they, We want 
Conventency, we have no Koums to K peel, 

To theſe we Anſwer, That where 
ſuch a Thing is omitted out of Neceſ- 
ſity, not Negligence or Contempt, we be- 
lieve God will not impute it to them, 
neither do we accuſe them for it. 

But then, we cannot but obſerve, 
That this is not the general Reaſon of 
Omitting this Part of God's Worſhip 
among you. For, | 

1. Firſt, It is not your Cuſtom to 
Kneel in your Publick Worſhip, tho? 
you have Conveniency, as is manifeſt 
from the Practice in all your Meet- 
ings; in which I could never learn 
that any one Kneeled : On the con- 
trary, you condemn Us who do. 

2. When you want Conveniency for 
Keeling, you might ſtand at your 
Prayers, which is a Scripture-Poſture 
as well as Kyeeling. You might bow 
Jour Bodies when you come into God's 
Preſence ; you might continue Unco- 
ver'd whillt in it: But you omit af 
theſe, as well as Kpzeling ; and _ 
57 
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by plainly ſhew, that your Neglect, 
in this Point, is an Effect of Choice, 
not Neceſſity. 

3. If Keeling at Public Prayers, be 


a Duty, we are oblig'd to provide Con. 


Lenienc) for it; for it is certainly a Sin, 
to ſuffer any Part of God's Service to 
be omitted, for want of Care. It is as 
eaſie to provide Conveniency for 
Kyeeling, as for Sitting, in Public 4/- 

emblies: And if we conſider how care- 
ful molt People are, to provide Seats 
for their Eaſe, and how Negligent to 
make any Proviſion for Kyeelirz ; 
?Tis but too manifeſt a Sign (what- 
ever is pretended) that they are much 
more zealous for their Eaſe, than for 
the Service of God. 

But what Conveaiency is it that Men 
deſire? It is eaſie for them to have as 
much Conveniency as St. Paul, and 
his Congregation had, when they 
kneeled on the Shore, Ad, xx. If they 
had the Devotion of St. Paul, they 
would not fail to imitate his Exam- 
ple; Be ye followers (ſaith he) of me, as 
Jam of Chriſt. St. Paul followed the 

Example 
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5 Example of CHiſt in this Particular; 

„and ſurely, we ought to follow his, 
except we think our ſelves grown 

Wiſer than he was, or prefer our Ea ſe 

-- to our Duty. 

s But the Truth of the Matter, as it 


ſzems ro me, is, That your neglecting 


" to Kneel at the moſt ſolemn of all Chri- 
n ſtian Ordinances, the Lord's Supper, 
does harden you againſt Reverence in 


the other Parts of Divine Moſbip. 
on And *tis no Wonder it ſhou'd do ſo; 
tor if Reverence be not thought Nece{- 
> ſary in that Duty, it may well ſeem 
Uaneceſſary in any other. 


Enn 


CHAP. v. 1 
Of the LoxRp's SuppPER. : 


8 E $4 1 I. 481 
hat the Holy Scriptares preſcribe can 
cernisg the Frequency of Celebrating it. 


I. . Fifth Main and Subitan- 
* 1 tial Part of the c, or- 

hip of God, in the Aſlembites of Chri- 
Kz fans, 


194 Uf the LoRp's SuppERK, Chap. 1 
ſttans, is, The Celebration of the Lora's 
Supper, It is not to be expected, that 
I ihould treat concerning the Prepa- 
ration requiſite in the Receivers, or 
any of thoſe other Circumſtances, | 
which are generally agreed on as ne- 
ceſſary in this Matter, and concerning c 
which ſo many excehent Treatiſes ate a 
extant. I ſhall confine my ſelf to one 
Foint, and that is the Frequenc) of it, 
as a Publick Act of Worjhip ; and Ex- t 
amine, Firſt, What the Institution and 2 
Practice of the Church of God, in Scrip- 0} 
ture, teach us, as to this Particular. Þ f. 
Secondly, Compare our Practice there- I tt 

with. And, Thirdly, The Practice ol 

thoſe who differ from us. by 

As to the Frequency of Celebratin? 1 D 

the Lord's Supper, I find many People E- 

of Opinion, That the Scriptures have do 

determin'd nothing in it; and that, 1 #4? 

therefore, it is intirely left to the Di- e 

cretion of the Ministers, how often 1 . 

they will Celebrate it; and to the 1. 

People, how often they will Receive Ne 

it: And that on this Account, every Int 


one is left to judge for limſelt, _ Yay 
; ; 1 
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| he will be a Partaker of it, as he thinks 
5 it moſt for his Comfort and Edification; 
: which makes the Celebration, and Re- 
- Þ ciiving it ſo Arbitrary a thing, that 
many never Receive it all. And the 
Univerſal Neglect of it, is become one 


7 of the Crying Sins of theſe Kingdoms, 
e | and a great Objection againit the 
0 Reformation. | 

t, But if we conſider the Iaſtitution of 
(+ this Sacrament, it will help us to give 
d | aright Judgment, as to the 0b/z2 ati- 
Y on of the Frequency that lies on us, I 
r. hall endeavour to make this plain in 


c- the following Particulars, 

I. Our Savtour, When he had bleſſed, 
broken, and deliver'd the Bread to his 
Diſciples, Commanded them to Take, 
Eat, and Do I his, that they ſaw Him 
do, in Remembrance of Him: And when 
he had Bleſſed the Cup, and given it to 
them,he Commanded them to Driat all 
of tt, and as eften as they Drink it, to do 
it in Remembrance of him, 1 Cor.x1.26. 
Now I conceive, the moſt Natural 
Interpretation of theſe Words of our 
Saviour, Do This in Remembrance of Me, 
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and 1s do Je, as ofter as you drink it, in 
Remembrance of Me, to be as it he had 
laid, We have now (clebrated to- 
i gether the Jewiſh Paſſover, in Re- 
« membrance of our Fore- Fathers 
« Deliverance out of Fe pr; But ! 
« am about to purchaſe tor you, by 
“ my Death, a much more glorious 
« Peliverance from the Slavery of 
& Sin, and the Power of Hell. And 
« I order you for the future to do 
this (which you ſee done by Me) 
„ in Remembrance of Me, as what 
« you have hitherto done, has been 
« 1n Remembrance of your Delive- 
„ rance out of Egypt. From this 
Juſtitation it appears, | 

1. That the Lera's Supper is ſub- 
ſtituted in: the Place of the Paſſover, 
which was Commanded by the Lam 
to be Celebrated once in the Year; 
and that, in a Place appointed by 
God, where all rae were to At: 


ſemble for it. 


2. That Our Saviour has con fin'd 
us to no Place, or prehx'd Time for 
the Celebration of his Supper that ſuc- 
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n cceds it; hich makes it much more 9 
d caly for us to obſerve it, and renders A 
us much more inexcuſable if we neg- | 
e- [ct it. J 
rs$ 3. Since Our Saviour has taken off 1 
1 F cc Confinement to Time and Place, 5 
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y chat made the Paſſover ſuch a Bur- 
us then; It follows, that they who Ce- 
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OL lebrate it ſeldomer than the Jews did i 
id their Paſſover, mult needs have lets | 
o Regard to the Memory of Chritt's. 


e) © Death, and the Deliverance wrought {| 
at W by it, than the Jews had to their De- 
liverance out of Egypt : There being 
no other imaginable Reaſon, that 
us can tempt them to neglect puriſying 
| themſelves for this Solemnity of Wor- 
b - hip, and Frequenting it, but theDead- 
7 neſs of their Hearts towards Chriſt, 
av and the Want of Senſe, Gratitude, 
r and Love towards their Maſter. 
dy 4. Chriſt's Poſitive Command to 
Do this in Remembrance of Him, &c. 
mult oblige us in ſome Times, and 
din ſome Circumſtances : And there 
or can be no better Way of Determin- 
Ic ing when we are oblig'd to do it, than 
K 3 by 
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by oblerving when God in his Good- 
neſs gives us Opportunity; for either 
We are then oblig'd to do it, or elle we 
may chuſe whether we will ever do it 
or no; there being no better means of 
determining the Frequency, than this 
of Goa's giving us the Opportunity: 
And the tame Rule holding in all other 
general poſitive Commands, ſuch as 
in thoſe that oblige us to Charity, we 
may be {ure, it holds likewiſe in this. 
Therefore, whoever flights, or neg- 
lects any Opportunity of Receivisg 
which Ged affords him, does ſin as 
certainly, as he who being enabled by 
God to pertorm an Act of Charity, 
and invited by a fit Object, neglects 
to Relieve him, or ſhuts up his Bow- 
els of Compaſſion againſt him, con- 
cerning whom the Scripture aſſures 
us, That the Lowe of God awells not in 
him: And the Argument 1s rather 
ſtronger againſt him, ho neglects this 
Holy Sacrament. For how can it be 
{uppos'd, that Man has a true love for 
his Saviour, ora due ſenſe of his ſaffer- 
ings, who refuſes, or neglects to re- 
member 
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member the greateſt of all Benefits, 
in the eaſieſt Manner, tho? Com- 
manded to do it by his Reazeracr, and 


invited by a fair Opportunity of Goa's 


own Offering ? 

5. Tis manifeſt, That if it be not 
our own Faults, we may have an Oppor- 
tunity every Lord's Daz when we meet 
together; and, therefore, that Church 
is guilty of Laying aſide this Comman?, 
whoſe Order of Worſhip does not re- 

uite, and provide for this Practice. 
Chrilt's Command ſcems to lead us di- 
rectly to it: For, Do this in Remeni- 
brance of Me, implies, that Chriſt was 
to leave them; that they were to 


meet together after he was gone; and 


that he requir'd them to remember 
him at their Meetings whullt he was 
abſent. The very Deſign of our Pub- 
lick Meetings on the Lord's Day, and 
not on the Jewiſh Sabbath, is to re- 
member, and keep up in our Minds, 
a Seale of what Chriſt did, and ſuf- 
fet'd for us, 7 He come again; and 
this we are oblig'd to do, not in ſuch 


a Manner as our own Invention ſuggeſts, 
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| Þ 200 Of the Lord's SuppER, Chap. 5. 80 
[1 3 but by ſuch Means as Chriſt himſelf 7 
1 ha preſcribed to us, that is, by Cele- 4 
i N brating this Holy Sacrament. fe 
3 It ſeems, then, probable, from the * 
iN very Inſtitution of this Sacrament, that 
3 Our Saviour deſign'd it ſhould be a \ 
Part of God's Service in all the So- J1 
l 0 lemm Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, as the n 
Þ Paſſover was in the Yearly Aſſem- d 
þ blies of the Jews. To know, there- a 
3 tore, how often Chriſt requires us to # 
# Celebrate this Feajift, we have no t 
bt more to do, but to enquire how often 2 
5 Chriſt requires us to Meet together, 0 
that is, at lealt every Lord's Day. } 
II. And the fame is farther mani— ] 
jeſt, in the Second Place, from the f 
Examples of the Apoſtles, and of the ] 
Churches of God in the New Teſt ament. \ 
They cannot be ſuppos'd, but to 
have ander ſtood what Chriſt meant ] 
by theſe Words, Do this in Remem- ( 


brance of Me ; and if it appears, that 
they did make this Feaſt a conſtant 
Part of their Ordinary Worſhip, we 
may ſafely conclude, That Chriſt 
meant it {ſhould be fo. And here 
| 118 


9383 


111 


1 


— 


— 


* 


Sect. 1. How warranted by Scripture, 20 r 


dis obtervable, 1 has we ds not find 
any ſolema ſtated Meeting of Chriſtians 
for Worſhip in the whole New "Teſtament 
without it, 

At firſt the Diſciples had their 
Meetings every Day, and then they 
likewiſe daily receiv'd this Sacra- 
ment, Acts 11. 46. And they continu'd 
datly with one Accord in the Temple, 
and in Brea Bread from Houſe 10 
Houſe. And St. Paul ſuppoſes, that 
their Meetings together was on Pur- 
pole, and with expreſs Deſign to 
Celebrate this Fealt, x Cor. x. 20, 
When ye come together, therefore, in cue 
Place, this is wot to eat the Lord's Supe 
per; which intimates, that one main 


Deſign of their Coming together, 


was, and ought to have been, 70 eat 
the Lord's Supper; tho? by their 
Misbehaviour they fo corrupted the 
Ordinance, that it could not be call'd. 
His Supper. 

If one ſhould now reprove Chri- 
ſtians whom they oblierve to misbe- 
have themſelves in Church, in theſe 
Words; When you come together into. 
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one Place, That is not to hear the Word 
of God preached to ou; for one is Tall- 
ing, and another is Sleeping: Wou'd 
not every Body conclude, That in the 
Opinion ot the Reprover, the Hearing 
of the Mord of God preached, ought to 
be one End of their Coming together? 
And then, ſurely, the Apoſtle's laying, 


That when you come together into one 
” Lord's Sup- 
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Place, this is not to eat f 
per, &c. gives us Ground to conclude, 
That in his Opinion, Eating the Lord“ 
Supper ought to be one conſtant End 
ot our Coming together. Which is 
further manifeſt from the Advice he 
gives them, Ver. 33 Wherefore, my 
Brethren, when ye come together to Eat, 
zarry on? for another. One End, there- 
fore, of their Coming together, was, 
as Children come together in a Fami- 
ly at Meal-Time, that is, to be fed at 
if their Father's Table: For what the 
| Apoſtle call'd in the former Verſe, 
Coming together into one Place, in this 
Verſe he calls, Coming together Yo Eat; 
intimating, that a maia End of their 
Coming together into one Place, was to 
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* 


3 When the Mecting of Chriſtians 
came to be fix'd to the Firſt Day of the 
Week, or the Lord's Day, tlie Breakirs 
of Bread was likewiſe brought to the 
{ame Day: So Adds xx. 7. And upon 
the Firſt Day of the Week, when the Di. 
ciples came together to break Bread, Pau! 
preached unto them. From which Words. 
we may conclude two Things: Firſt, 
That the Fyr{t Day of the Week was 
the Diſciples Time of Publick Wor- 
{hip : Secondly, That the Breaking of 
Bread, or Celebrating the Holy Eu- 
chariſt, was a Part of that Worſhip. 
The Scripture is as plain for the one 
as the other. 

There have been ſome Diſputes: 
rais'd about Changing the Day of 
Worſhip, from the Laſt to the Firſt 
Day of the Week, and this Place is. 
ufually produc'd ro juſtify the Change; 
and ſure, the fame Place is as clear tor 
the Celebration of the Lord's Supper 
on that Day, as for the Obſervation of 
the Pay it ſelf, inſtead of the Sabbath, 
And, therefore, whoever wilfully paſ- 
fes the Lord Day without it, does 4 
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obſerve it, as the Scriptures, from the 
, of theDiſciples, direct us to 
0. | 

4. I have endeavour'd all alon 
to confige my ſelf to the plain Words 
of Scripture, and to uſe ſuch Argu- 
ments only, as the meaneſt Perlons 
might be able to judge of from 
their Bibles; Yet in a Controverted 
Place of Scripture concerning the 
Meaning of a Command of Chrilt, 
relating to ſome poſitive Duty, I 
take the conſtant Practice of the 
Church from the - Apoſtles down- 
ward, to be a good Means of de- 
termining the Sence of it: And as 
there is not any Example of a ſtated 
Aſſembly for Worſhip in the New 
Teſtament, without the Lord's Supper, 
ſo I thiak there is not any Example 
of that Nature in all Antiquity. For 
the Truth of which, I appeal to thoſe 
that are skill'd in it. 

The nearer we come to the Apo- 
ſtles, we {hall (till find the Lord's Sup- 
per, the more punctually obſerv d, as 
a conſtant part of the Ordinary Ser- 
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vice of the Church: And tis remar- 
kable, that when firſt ſome who had 
been preſent at the Prayers and 
Preaching of the Church began to 
go away from the Publick Aſſemblies, 
without Receiving (which was a 
Corruption that came in about 'Two 
Hundred Years after Chriſt,) it was 
look'd on ſo great an Innovation and 
Breach of the Scrpture-Rule, That 
the Church Decreed, Whoſoever 
was guilty of it, ſhould be Excom- 
municated. So, particularly the 
Ninth of choſe, commonly call'd the 
Canons of the Apoſtles, and the Second 

Canon of the Council of Antioch. 
Thus the Practice of the Church 
continu'd for many Ages. And 
tho* the Generality of Men could 
not be per ſuaded, conſtantly to per- 
take of the Lord's Supper, alter the 
Ditciphne of the Church was diſ- 
ſolv'd, and the Piety of Men be- 
gan to cool, yet {till it was Cele- 
brated on the Lord's Day, accor- 
ding to the firſt ſettl'd Practice of 
the Church 
= 5. And 
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5. And indeed, the corrupt Practice 
of the ſolitary Maſſes of the Paps, is 
a further Evidence of its being counted 
Originally a Part of the Ordinary Wor- 
{hip of God. I think *tis confeſsꝰd by 
all, even by the Papiſts themſelves, 
that thoſe Maſſes had their Original 
from the Univerſal Corruption and 
Negligence of Chriftians ; for whilſt 
the People had either Piety or Zeal, 
they Communicated with the Biſhop, 
or Miniſters, in every Aſſembly, at 
leaſt, a competent Number of them : 
But when Piety and Devotion were 
in a Manner loſt in' the corrupt Ages 
of the Church, it came to pals, that 
tho the Miniſter Conſecrated the Ele- 
ments every Lord's Day, according to 
the Example of the Holy Scriptures, 
and Antiquity, yet he could prevail 
with few or none to Receive with him, 
but was often forc'd to Receive alone. 

This was a great Corruption, and 
a Falling from the Scriprare-Precedent; 
but the Roman Church, inſtead of Re- 
forming the Abule, by obliging the 


People to Receive as tormerly, cor- 


rupted 
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rupted her Principles as well as Prac- 


tice, and Decreed it lawful and ſuffi- 
cient for the Prieſt to Receive alone. 
Yet this Abuſe ſhews us what ſhould 
be, and what has been the Practice; 
and that the Church has conſtantly 
reckon'd the Lord's Supper, as an Or- 
dinary Part of Pablick Worſhip in Chri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies on Solemn Days ; and 
ſure then, to lay it aſide, can be term'd 
no leſs than an Invention of our own ; 
ſince we can neither in Scripture, or in 
the Church of God for Fourteen Hun- 
dred Years together (which is a ſuffi- 
cient Commentary on the Scripture 
Text ) produce one Example ofa {tated 
Solemn Chriſtian Aſſembly without it. 


SECT. IL 


The Practice of Our Church, as to Fre- 
quent Communions. 


I. Aving thus conſider'd the 

Rules and Examples, that 
the Scr/ptares afford us in this Point; 
let us, in the Second Place, compare 
the Rates and Practice of Our C _— 
| Wit | 
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with this Pattern. I will not pretend 
that they còme fully up to it, this 
being the moſt defective Part of the 
Reformation; but I doubt not, on view, 
it Will appear, that our Our Church, 
comes nearer the Scripture-Prece- 
dent, than perhaps any other. 


_ *T'was the Delign of the Reforma- 


tion, to throw out tlie Corruptions of 
the Church of Rome, and to bring 
Things back to What was practis'd in 
the Apoſtles Time, and in the purer 
Ages of the Church. And as to the 
preſent Point before us, Our Refor- 
mers found Two Corruptions crept 
in by Time: The firſt was, That the 
Prieſt Received the Lord's Supper a- 
lone, without the People, which de- 
ſtroy'd the Nature of this Holy Sac- 
rament, as a Communion : The Se- 


cond was, That the People thought 


they had ſufficiently obſerv'd the 
Lord*s-Day, if they ſaw Maſs, with- 
out underſtanding it, or Receiving. 
Our Church, therefore, to Reform 
the Firſt of theſe Ordains, That 
there ſhall be ao Communion ex- 

. * cept 
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cept Four(or Three at the leaſt) Com- 
municate with the Prieſt. So where 
Three are willing to Receive, the Mi- 
niſters may proceed to the Hol) Com- 
munion every Lord's Day. For our Sa- 
viour has promis'd, That where Tivo 
or Three are met together, He will be 
in the midſt of them. 

Three, therefore, make a Congregati- 
on, and have a Title to the Ordinan- 
ces of Chriſt; andthere is no Reaſon, 
that the Obſtinacy or Negligeace of 
others, ſhould hinder ſuch as are wil- 
ling, from Worſhipping Goa, accor- 
ding to his Inſtitution ;and, therefore, 
our Church, has taken Care to pro- 
vide for them, by Ordering that ſome 
Part of the Communion- Service be 
read every Lord's- Da); both with De- 
ſign to put all the People in Miad of 
their Duty, and toaccommodate ſuch 
as can be prevaiPd on herein, to live 
up to the Rules of Scripture, and the 
Practice of the Primitive Church. 

2. Iis Order'd, That in Cathe- 
dral and Collegiate Churches and Col- 
leges, where there are many Prieſts and 

Deacons, 


* 
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Deacons, they {hall all Receive the 
Communion every Sunday at leaſt. 

3. That every Pariſbioner ſhall Com- 
municate at leaſt Three Times in the 
Year, whereof Eaſter to be one; and 
ſurely ſuch as cannot fit themſelves fo 
often, muſt, in their own Opinion, be 
out of the ſtate of Grace, and deſerve 
to be Excommunicated by the Church. 

4. Laſtly, As to our Practice, we 
have prevaiPd fo far, that Univerſal- 
Iy the Lord's Supper, is Celebrate 
Thrice, every Year ; and where either 
our Perſuaſions, Arguments, or En- 


treaties can prevail with our People, 


we have Monthly Communions ; and 
in Cities, and large Towns, by the 


changing the Monthly Days, in ſeveral 


Churches, -People that are Devoutly 
diſpos'd, have Opportunities of Re- 
ceiving Weekly : And we have Rea- 
ſon to bleſs God that our Church 


Wants not ſome, and I hope, I may 


ſay many ſuch. 

5. Upon the whole, it muſt be con- 
fes'd, That to hold Solemn Aſſem- 
blies of Chriſtians without Commu- 


nicating 
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nicating, is a Corruption of Popery, 


and came in by Diſſolution of Man- 


ners, and Slackning of the Diſcipline 
of the Church ; and tho? we have not 
been able to Root- out and Reform this 
Popiſh Practice entirely, yet we have 
done our Endeavour; and, by God's 
Bleſſing, may ſay, we have made 
ſome Progreſs in it; inſomuch, that 
if we take that for Ordizary which has 
a conſtant fixed Time for its Obſerva- 
tion, the Holy Sacrament is an Ordinary 
Part of our Publick Service of God. 
And I verily perſuade my ſelf, That 


by God's Aſſiſtance, we ſhould have 


brought our People before now to the 
Scripture-Order of conſtant Weekly 
Communicating, had not the ill Ex- 
ample and Obſtinacy of thoſe, that 
ſeparate from Our Church, encourag'd 
them in their Negligence, and weak- 
en'd our Diſcipline: For our Charch 
orders Non-Communicants to be Pre- 
ſented and Puniſh'd : And our Mini- 
ſters do not generally flatter the Peo- 
ple in their Sin, or diſſemble their 


Duty in this Point; but frequently, 
and 
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and earneſtly, by Sermons Admoni- 
tions, and Treatiſes, purpoſely pub- 
liſh'd to this Intent, preſs them to 
it; and therefore we are blameleſs 
before God and Man. Nor is this 
our Fault, That the Practice of our 
People is not Reform'd, according to 
the Pattern of the Apoſtolick Chur ch, 
and the Rules of our Onz So that 
we cannot be accus'd of laying a- 
fide the Commandments of God, or 
teaching any Doctrine of our om 
Invention, in this particular; tho? we 
are yet too far ſhort of the Primi- 
tive Practice and Inſtitution. 


| + © Gy any | * On 
The Practice of the Diſſ, enters about Fre- 


quency of Communicating. 


L I Come now, (according to my 
former Method) to Tou, my 
Friends, who Diſſent from us, and en- 
treat Tow, to Examine, with Me, 
your Principles and Practice, by 
theſe Scripture-Rules and Examples : 
And here, Firſt, I muſt obſerve to 
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you, That you have no Fix'd of 
- Set Times, for the Adminiſtration of 
) this Sacrament; on the contrary, 
3 your Directory Orders, That the 
1'imes, how often this is to be Cele- 
' rated, may be conſider'd, and dcter- 
min d, by the Miniſters, and other 
| Church. Governours, of each Congres 
| pation, as they (hall find moſt conventent 
for the Comfort and Eaification of the 
People committed to their Charge: By 
which Rule, the Lord's Supper is Ex- 
cluded from being any ordinary 
conſtant Part of God's Service, it 
being referr'd to the Diſcretion of 
the Miniſters and Elders, of each Con- 
gregation, to determine, as in other 
occaſional Things, how often the 
People {hall have the Comfort of it. 
It had been as reaſonable to refer 
it to their Diſcretion, how often the 
People ſhould have the Comfort of 
Hearing the Scriptures read, of 
joyning in the Praiſes of God, or 
in Prayers to Him ; which yet they 
determine they are obliged to every 
Lord*s-day. Hadzthey made the — 
5 ule 
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Rule for the Holy Communion, they 
had, indeed, conform'd to the Scrip- 
ture-Precedent, and might have pre- 
tended to ſome Reformarion : But to 
leave the Celebration of this Feaſt al- 
together Diſcretionary, I have ſhew?d 
to be directly againſt what we find 
practis'd in Scripture. 


II. Whereas tis a Corruption of Po- 


per), to ſuffer the People to be preſent 
at the Publick Aſſemblies for Wor- 
ſhip, and Celebration of the Lord's 
Sapper, without being oblig'd to Re- 
celve ; your Teachers, inſtead of en- 
deavouring to Reform this Abuſe and 
Innovation, have fallen into another 
Practice as unprecedented in Scrip- 
tare, the Excluding this Sacrament 
entirely from your Ordinary ſolemn 
Meetings, And truly, in this Point, 
pou ſeem more inexcuſable than the 
Papiſts themſelves; for the Papiſts or- 
der the Elements to be Conlecrated 
every Lord's Day, and diſtributed to 
thoſe that deſire it: But your Teachers 
neither offer it to the People, nor invite 
them to it; nay, ſo far are they from 

| it, 
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it, that they do not fo much as afford 
an Opportunity to thoſe that deſire to be 
conſtant Receivers: Which is plain- 
ly to multiply the Abuſes introduc'd 
by Popery, inſtead of Reforming them. 
III. They rarely preſs their People 
to Communicate: They have few Ser- 
mas, or Diſcourſes to that Purpoſe; 
and many of them condemn our Zeal, 
for endeavouring to reſtore the con- 
ſtant Communion precedented in Scrip- 
ture. 
I muſt, further, make you ſenſible, 
That your Practice is yet worſe than 
Jour Principles. Your Directory owns, 
that the Communion, or Supper of the 
Lord, is frequently to be Celebrated, &c. 
But it fares with this, as with all o- 
ther indefinite Rules; they ſignify 
only, that Peqple may do what they 
pleaſe in the Caſe. No Body can cer- 
tainly tell, what Frequently, Many, 
Often, or Conventent, ſignify ; and, 
therefore, where only theſe Words 
are us'd in a Rule, *tis little better, 
than to have no Rule at all, as ap- 
pears in this very Caſe; For, when 


People 
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People were relaxed from the particu- wh 
lar, and certain Rules of our Church, it: 
by the firſt Breaking off of thoſe of I 0 
your Perſuaſion from us, the Lord's Sup- ul 
per was laid aſide wholly for ſeveral in 
Years, by ſome Congregations; and, th 
at laſt, too many came to look on it 
as a Matter of no conſtant Neceſſity. m 
I appeal to Joa, whether 'tis not m 
yet reckon'd a great thing among ma- to 
ny of you, if once in a Year or two a of 
Communion be celebrated in one of 1 4 
your Meetings: Nay, among ſome of alt 
you, it is often omitted for ſeveral fre 
Years together; and in ſome Places, SC 
for ten or more. I fear I may fay, I ft 
Your People generally have too little ar 


Senſe of the Obligation of Receiving it B. 
at all; and your Miniſters indulge I te 
them /o far in this Corruption, that a 

Man may live comfortably amongſt you, an 


and with the Reputation of a Profeſſor, Ve 
to Thirty or Forty Years of Age, and Pr 
never Receive at all: And by the belt ou 
Enquiry I cou'd make, I cou'd not he 
compute that One in Ten that go to your ſu 


Meetings ever Receive, through the 
w ph 8 IN whole 
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whole Courſe of their Lives, notwith- 
ſtanding Chriſt's poũitive Command 
to do it in Remembrance of Him. 80 
| unhappily are Men over-ſeen in Lay- 
| ing aſide the Commands of Ged, for 
their Own Inventions. | 

I ſhou'd be glad to find that T were 
miſtaken in this Computation: In the 
mean time, o mult give me Leave 
to tell you plainly, That this Practice 
| of Rare or No Communion, is ſo pecu- 
liarly your Omnn, that I think you are 
altogether ſingular in it; and are fo far 
from having any Precedent for it in 
| Scripture, that I doubt whether any 

Precedent can be found for oa, even 

amongſt the molt degenerated, or 

Barbarous People that ever call'd them- 
| elves Chriſtians. 

And, therefore, if you have either 
any true Regard for Scripture, or Re- 
verence for the Cœnſtant and Univerſal - 
Practice of the Church of God; you 
ought to reflect upon your Practice 
herein; and conſider how go can an- 
ſwer it to God, or your Conſcrences. 

I will not examine the Reaſoxs com- 
abs monly 
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monty given for your Omiſſions in this 


weighty Affair, tince 'tis manifeſt, no 


Neaſon of Man's Invention ought to be 


admitted, for direct Diſobedience to 
Chriſi's Command. If you are C- 
ſtiaus in carneſt, you ought, as often 


&5 you have Opportunity, to remember 
the great Love of our Lord and Maſter, 
as He has Commanded; and your Mi- 
niſters ought to take Care to afford 


Jou frequently fuch Opportutities. It 


or, or they neglect this, I do not lee, 
low you can with Reaſon, inſiſt ſo 
much on the Parity and Obſervation of 
Chrift's Inflitution. 


— 
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' CONCLUSION. 


Have gone through the Five Prin- 
cipal Parts of the Publick Worjpip 
% God; and (TI hope) in all of 
them have made good what I firlt un- 
dertook; and ſhew'd, that there needs 
no more to jultity the Pablict Service 


„ 


of our Church, than te coinpare it 


With 


2 
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with the Rules aud Examples of Scrip- 
tures, I have only a few Words to 


add, by Way of Cox cus fo, 


firſt to my Brethren of the Clergy, and 
then to the Lai, who are under my 
Charge, 


Jo the Conformins CLERGY 
£1 *.- of DERMKD 


1. ND, Firſt, As to you, My Bre- 

thren, that are of Our Commun 
nion, and own My 47zthority, let me, 
as.a Brother, and a Fellow-Labourer, 
Exhort you to be Thankful to God, 
that has intruſted you with ſuch an 
Excellent Miniſtry and Service; which 
being built on ſo ſure a Foundation as 
the Word of God, can never be ſhakea, 
or put you to any great Difficulty to 
Defend it; ſince you need no more 
than che plain Words of your Bibles, 
without G/ofs or Commentators, to al- 


ſert and juſtify it. 


2. Let me recommend to you, Re- 
verence, Devotion and Diligence, in 
the Uſe of this Service. I have al- 

ready 
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ready oblerv'd, That there is a Lan- 
guage of Geſtures, rather more ſigai— 
ficant and affecting than that of Hor ds. 
It becomes us, therefore, not only to 
Love and Uſe our Service, but hke- 
wiſe to Recommend it to the People, 
by a diſtinct and affectionate Manner 
of Pronouncing and Reading it, and 
by a devour and grave Behaviour at 
ic, This can never be preſs'd too 
much on you, or on others by you ; 
ſince *cis abſolutely neceſſary to give 
Life and Efficacy toit; as the contra- 
ry will expole the be and mot ſacred 
Thing toCentempt, aud bring a greater 
Diſparagement on our Service, than 
all Our Adverſaries Endeavours can 
ever do. Tho' Our Service be Ap- 
pointed by God, and Marranted by 
Scripture; yet even God's Apporntments 
are 4bominatica to him, when ſepara- 
ted from the Heart, and are only ac- 


ceptable to Him, as they contribute 


to Innard Devotion. Let me, there- 
fore, entreat you to labour ſo to per- 
form the Service of Our Church, that it 
may attain the End for which God has 
deſign'd His Worſhip. 3. Since 
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3+ Since che Service of our Church is 
ſuch as God has requird in His Mord, 
let nothing diſcourage us in the Uſe 
ot it: Let us remember, that we per- 
torm it in Obedience to God; and tho? 
ſome Hate, {ome Revile, and ſome 
Deſpiſe it, yet, that the Author of it is 
able to Vindicate it. This is no New 
Thing; *Iis the Entertainment the 
World has generally given God's Ser- 
eb, and his Truths : And, therefore, 
neither Obſtinacy, Perverſeneſs, or 
Negligence of the People, whom you 
are to Periuade, ought to Diſcourage 
you, Be Diligenc, be Conſtant, be 
Reſolute, and be aſſur'd, that God will 
always give you Succeſs, fo far as is. 
neceſſary to ſupport his Trath, All 
Means are, therefore, to be attempt- 
ed; and when one fails, another is to. 
be apply'd: And the more averſe 
People ſeem to the Way of Werſh:ir 
preſcrib*d by God, and the more cager 
they are for any Corruption, the more: 
Induſtry is to be us'd to bring them 
off from it; and when all other Means. 
fail, earneſt, Prayers and Interceſſions 
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with God ſtill remain: We are never 
to. Deſpair, whilſt we have God's 
Truth on our Side, tho? whole Provin- 
ces ſhould fall off from the Church ; 
as all they in Aſia did from St, Paul, 
2 Tim. i. 15. Tho few, or none ſhould 
believe our Report, as it happen'd to 
Our Saviour Himſelf; yet Ged will 
have a Reward for the faithful En- 
deavours of his Miniſters: And there- 
fore, we mutt not deſiſt, tho? People 
ſeem Obſtinate; but 7: Scaſon, and 
eut of Seaſor, by Exhortatioa and 
Writing, by all Means of Importu- 
nty and Induſtry, we mutt preſs 
them to their Duty, and endeavour 
to bring them back to the Purity of 
Goa*s Worſhip,as He has inſtituted it. 

4. Let me put you in Mind, That 
the Moti ves, you had to do your Du- 
ty, are the molt Noble and Gene- 
rous, that can be: And you have this 
Advantage, that you cannot be ſup- 
pos'd to be zealous in your Office, 
our of any private Intereſt, or pro- 
ipect of particular Profit. Your 
Maintenance and Preferments, are al- 
| certain'd 
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certain'd to you by Law, and do n not. 
depend on tlie Voluntary Contribu- 
tion of the People. And as you are 
under no Temptation to pleale them, 
by complying with their Vices or 
Humours; ſo neither can you be ſu- 
ſpected to be D. ligent and Induſtrious. 
in your Office, our: a ay ſuch mean 
Conſiderations. Since therefore what. 
Pains you take, may well be lup- 
pod, to proceed only {rom Senſe of 
Duty, and the Love of God, let me. 
Intreat you to Labour in it. 

It is certain, That acicher Popula- 
rity, Factions, nor Worldly Intereſt, 
can [nfluence you to this, fo as they: 
may ſome, that have no other Way, 
to attain to Honour, or Support, but. 
by making or gaining a Party, But 
God forbid, that true Piety and Zeal 
for Souls, ſhould wor k leſs effectually 
vpon you, than thoſe Carnal and Ser- 
vile Moti ves do on others, 

Let me, therefore, earneſtly encovs. 
rage, and intreat you, to it more and; 
more, and that you will endeavour 
to become all Things, 10 all Men; and 
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decline none of thoſe Arts which are 
allowable, when apply'd, to gain the 
People to Truth and Holineſs; but 
very Wicked, when employ'd to Di- 
vide, and Seduce them. 

5. Let me put you in Mind, That 
you are Mizifters of the Goſpel, and 
not of a Party: And therefore, it con- 
cerns you, to mind the Common In- 
cercit of Holineſs, and Religion, more 
than thote Differences, that are oſten 
Ot little Concern in themſelves, and 
are inſiſted on only, as the Occaſions 
and Badges of thoſe People, who being 
re ſolv'd to ſeperate themſelves, are 
oblig'd to take up little Differences 
tor a Diſtinction, The leſs you med- 
dle with theſe Diſpntes, it is com- 
monly the better: And, indeed, tis not 
prudent to mention them, 'till Men's 
Minds be fitted and prepar'd, by a 
true Senſe of the great Duties of Re- 
ligion; And then the beſt Way, per- 
haps, will be, to ſhew of what little 
weight they are, to cauſe or juſtifie 
Diviſions, or Quarrels amongſt Chri- 
ſtians. 8 

I am 
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I am well aware, that it may be 
objected to us, That whillt we preſs 
the great Duties of the Firft and Se- 
cond Table, and ſpend our Pains aud 
Diligence in Defending our Common 
Chriſtianity, againſt Papiſts, Sociniaus, 
Deiſts, and Atheiſts, thoſe that are our 
Ad verſaries in theſe lefler Points, 
have made their Advantage of Our 
being imploy'd againſt the Common 
Enemy, to undermine us, with the 
People ; nay, that ſome of them have 
been join'd withthole Ezernzes, to pull. 
down Our Conſtitution. But yer I per 
ſuade my ſelf, that we are in lets ha- 
zard from them, whilſt we de our- 
Duty, and apply our ſelves to the 
Great and Common Obligations of 
Our Holy Religion, than if we ſhould: 
leave this expos'd to the Aſſaults o? 
Oar common Enemy, to Guard our 
{elves from the Attempts of ſuch Sac 
Frienas, We muſt, therefore, have an; 
Eye to them; but the other, che. 
Great and Common Traths, and Dau- 
ties of the Goſpel, muſt be our main 
Buſineſs. 225 
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I might add many more "Remarks, 
proper ro my preſent Subject, but I 
Know, your own Prudence and Obſer— 
vation are ſufficient to ſuggeſt them 
to you; I ſhall only add my Prayers 
tor you, that God will encreaſe your 
Wiſdom and Real, and effectually turn 
them to his own Glory. 


8 


To the Diſſenting MINISTERS 
of DERRT. 


p UT as to Tow, My Brethren, 

that diſown my Communion, 
and Authority, I have Reaſon to Fear, 
that what I ſhall offer to you, may 
receive ſome Prejudices from my a- 
tion and Character, with which you 
ſeem offended: Yet Reaſon # Reaſon, 
from whomloever it proceeds; and, 


I only deſire, that you would weigh 


ſeriouſly what I have here offer'd, in 
Defence of the Service of Our Church; 
and it the Arguments do not convince 
Tou, yet let me pray Jou to iclicct 
thus tar on the Matter, as to 8 
Tr | er, 
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ber, that ail Men's Minds are not of 
the ſame Make; and that it becomes. 
Ton, and all good Mez, at lealt, tO treat: 
Our Service with Reſpect ; ſince we 
believe, and think we have prov'd, 
That 'tis clearly founded on the Mord 
of Cod. It will not excule ſcurrilous, 
or unſeemly Reflections on it, to ſay 
that we are miſtaken : For all He 
arc fallible, and Joa may as well be 
miſtaken as you ſuppote Me are; and. 
therefore, leſt Jo ſhould be in the. 
Wrong, it will be the fatelt Way to. 
be mode it in Cerſuring. 
No Man ought to take it ill, that 
another propoles Reaſon agaimtt. his. 
Opinion; but to ſcoff at, or reuile any 
Practice or Opinion, that another be- 
lieves · to be founded on the Mord of. 
God, is not only ill Manners, but is of 
dangerous Conſequence; being apt. 
to breed Bil ſerneſt and Auimoſitses he- 
tween the Parties: And if it ſhouid. 
happen in a Caſe, where the Prall ice, 
and Opinion is really Warranted by the 
Word of God, it would be a Blaſphemy 
and Impiety. And, therefore, in all, 
. Matters 
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Matters of Religion, we ought to a- 
void this Manner of Treatment; and 
whatever Book ules it, we need trou- 
ble our ſelves no further with it, for 
tis certainly written only to ſerve a 
Party, and not Truth. 

There is another Thing, that in 
Juſtice I think I may requelt of Jon, 
which is, That in Tour Worſhip and 
Practice, Jou will not make the Diffe- 
rence between us ſeem greater than 
really it is. To abſtain trom a thing 
confeſs'd to be Lawful-in the Service 
of God, meerly becauſe obſerv'd by 
us, ſurely is very far from a Spirit of 
Meekneſs and Moderation: And, there- 
fore, I may hope, that Jo will not 
Indulge your People in ſuch Affected 
Diltances, that can ſerve to no other 
Purpole, but to make Parties irrecon- 
cilable ; and mult proceed from a 
greater Bitterneſs of Spirit, than a good 
Man can be guilty of towards any 
Chriſtian, | 

And that Joa may underſtand my 
Mind the better in this Matter, I will 
give Joa a few Inſtances, that I hope, 

; WI 
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will be inoffenſive, and in which, we 
may juſtly expect Jour Compliance. 

1. The fir# is, in the Uſe of the 
Lord's Prayer, which is own'd in Jour 
Larger Catechiſm, to be, Not oy for 
Direction, as 4 Pattern according to 
which we are to make other Prayers, but 
may be alſo uſed as a Prayer. And in 
your Director, *tis recommended 79 
be us'd in the Prayers of the Charch, 
Yet I am inform'd, that Joa, my Bre- 
thren of this Dioceſe, who ſeparate - 
from Our Communion, do univerſally 
neglect it, and thereby confirm Tour 
| Hearers in an Opinion too common 
amongſt them, that all Forms of Prayer 
are Unlawtul: And that, for no other 
Reaſon, that I can learn, but to keep 
up a Difference from us in Practice, 
where we really agree in Point of 
Doctrine. 

2. Your Si:44g at Publick Prayers, 
may be a Second Inſtance, in which 
we may reaſonably expect ſome Re- 
formation. *Tis a very Irreverent 
Thing ia it felt, againſt the Command 
and Examples of Scriptures, as I think 
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I have ſufficiently ſhew'd, and againſt 
the Opinion of your beſt Caſaiits, par- 
ticularly of Dr. Ames, de Conſcientia, 
Lib. 4. Cap. 18. S io per fe non et 


geitus Orandi, qui nullam exyrimit re- 


Dierenutiam aeque 1 Scripturis apprc bal ar, 


that is, Sitting is not of it ſelt a Po- 
4 ſture of Prayer, becauſe it expreſſes 
% no Reverence, neither is it approv'd 
& in Scripture.” Yet I underitand, 
that this is the general Poſture in 
which your People offer their Pub- 
lick Prayers ; and either becaule it is 
for their Eaſe, or becauſe you are un- 
willing to lay any Streſs on Outward 
Performances; or, La#/y, leit you 
{ſhould be like us, you indulge them in 


it; and ſome of them are ſo ignorant, 


that they reckon it a Piece ot Super- 


ſtition in us to Kneel at our Prayers; 


and are averſe to our Service, a- 
mongſt other Reaſons, becauſe tlus is 
requir'd ac it. Which Notions, I 
ſuppoſe, you your ſelves do not ap- 
prove; and therefore, we may juſtly 
expect, that you ſhou'd endeavour to 
iatorm your People better, and bring 

| them 
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them to a Compliance with the Rules 
of Decency in their Religious Perfor- 
FRANCES, 

3. My Third Inſtance ſhall be in 
the Matter of the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. I ſuppoſe, no ſerious 
conſidering Perſons amongſt you can 
deny, but the Celebrating it ſo ſeldom 
as it is done in your Meetings, and the 
Peoples Backwardneſs in Receiving it, 
are very great Faults; and, therefore, 
we may reaſonably expect, that you 
{ſhould preſs home to your People the 
Danger of their Neglect, and repre- 
ſent to them truly che Sin of it, 10 as 
not to ſuffer any to aſſume the Name 
of a Profeſſor, or a Religious Perſon, that 
does not in fome meaſure come up 
to the Scripture-Precedent iu this Par- 
ticular ; and withal, ſo order the Ce- 
lebration thereot, that every one may 
have ſufficient Opportunities to Re- 
ceive, as the firſt Christians did; which 
in your preſent Way ot Managing, is 
impoſhbie : From whence, you may 
be {ure, yours is not the Seripture-wap, 
and therefore, needs Reformation, 

| 4. Let 
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4. Let me put zo in Mind, That 
*ris order'd by your Directory (as 1 
have already obferv'dj that ordinarily 
one Chapter of each 'T eſt ament be read a: 
every Meeting, and ſometimes more. I 


— Cc 


think you cannot diſpenſe with this 


Rule, without being liable to juſt 
Cenſure, from all that have a true Va- 
lue for the Word of God: And yet I 
am inform' d, that there is not one of 
your Meetings in this Dioceſe where tis 
obſerv*d ; to the great Detriment of 
our Common Chriſtianity, and Offence 
of your Brethren. T know the People 
are fonder of Sermons and Lectures 
of Human Compoſure, than of the 
pure Word of God in its naked Simpli- 
city: But you know this to be a car- 
nal, and ſinful Humour in them; and 
God forbids any that claims to be a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhou'd indulge 
them in it: And, therefore, as you 


wou'd maintain a due Reverence in 


the People tor the Mord of God, I think, 

we may expect your Conformity to 

us in this Particular. 

5. I ſuppoſe, yo very well _ 
THAT 
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that the molt Learned and Sober Mu- 
Conformizts do own, that Occaſional 
Communion with our Church is law- 
ful, and that People had better come 
to our Worſhip, (at leaſt where he that 
Officiates is of Ability and Sobytety) 
than fit at Home on the Lord's Day, 
or frequent no Aſſemblies at all; and 
you cannot be ignorant, that many 
Thouſands in theſe Parts neglect all 
Pablick Worſhip,and many ſuffer their 
Children to dye Unbaptiz'd, for want 
of Miniſters of their owa Communion ; 
and, therefore, in this Caſe, *tis a 
Point of Juſtice due to the Souls of 
theſe poor People, and-to our Common 
Chriſtianity, to let them know, that 
tis their Duty to join with us both in 
Morſbip and Sacraments, as far as your 
Brethren in Exgland have allow'd it 
on ſuch Occaſions. 

6. You are ſenſible, that amongſt 
thoſe Proteſtants that diſſent from our 
Church, ſome are Congregational, and 
other Pre«byteriazs ; You of this Dio- 
ceſe where I am concern'd, profeſs to 


be of this latter Sort, and agree with 


us 
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us in Owaing, that by Chriſt's Ap- 
pointment, the particular Churches 
in convenient Diltricts, ought, accor- 
ding to Scripture-Precedents, to Aſſo- 
ciate under one Government ; and 
theſe again to Unite themſelves into 
greater Combinations of Provincial 
and National: Churches: The Dit- 
ference between Joa and Us, is con- 
cerning theſe particular Diſtricts ; 
namely, Whether the Governmear ot 
them ought to be in a Presbytery, with 
2 Biſhop as Preſident and Governour, 
by Chriſt's Appointment; or in a Col- 
lege of Presbyters abſolutely Equal. So 
then, we both own National and Pro- 
l vincial Churches, as well as ſingle Mor- 
ll Joipping Congrega:ions\, but the Congre- 
| gational Diſſenters deny that Chriſt iu- 
ſtituted any other Church, beſides a 
ſingle Congregation, and affirm, that 
ll all other Churches, ſuch as Clafſica!, 
| Provincial, or National, are Human 
Inventions ; and that every ſingle Cen- 
gregation is Independent, and may, in- 
deed, keep a fair Correſpondence with 
its Neighbour-Congregations, but 15 
oh | not 
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not under any common Government 


with them. Theſe laſt are the avowed 
Principles of Mr. Baxter, Dr, Oxen, 


Mr. Lobb, Mr. Humphrys, Mr. Boyſe, 


Mr. Alſop, Mr. Clarkſon, and generally 


of all the late Defenders of the Diſſen- 


ters Cauſe in Exgland and Ireland, that 
I have met with. Now 'tis manifeſt, 
that theſe Principles of theirs, are 
much more different from your Prin- 
ciples, than ours are; and the 'Diffe- 
rexce is much greater, and more ma- 
terial. For it is poſſible, on your Prin- 
ciples and ours, to preſerve Unity, 
and to keep up ſome Value for Ex- 
communication, and other Cenſures 
of the Church; ſince he, who is cen- 
ſur'd in one Church cannot be receiv'd 
into another; neither with you, nor 
us: Whereas in the Congregational 
Way, he that is Excommunicated in 


one Congregation, may remove to 


another, or-fet up one for himſelf, if 
he pleaſes ; at the worſt, if he ſhou*d, 
it wou'd be counted bt an Irregula- 
rity, Theſe Principles are deſtruc- 


tive to the Peace and Unity of the 


Church, 


— 


——  — * — — 


236 CONCLUSION. 


Church, as well as to our common 
Cauſe: And our Learned Men have 
carefully Anſwer'd all the Principal 


Writers of that Sort; ſo that no Books 


of that Kind have remain'd Unan- 
ſwer'd, but ſuch only as were meer 
Repetitions of what had been ſaid, 
and anſwer'd before. I do not re- 
member any of you have of Late un- 
dertaken the Detence of this Impor- 
tant Truch; tho? the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines, in their Humble Advice 
concerning Church Goverument (Which 
T ſuppoſe you approve) do prove it 
from the Holy Scriptures, in their 
Title of Claſſical Aſſemblies, Now we 
think, in Juſtice to your Own Caule, 
as well as to Us, you ought to warn 
your People againſt thoſe Books, that 
maintain Principles contrary to us 
both; at leaſt, not to bear thera in 
Hand, that thoſe Books written againſt 
Vs, make for Jou; for this will ap- 


pear a great Piece of Inſincerity, as 


well as Ingratitude ; and will tempt 
the World to believe, that you are 
willing to. encourage Principles de- 


ſtructive 
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ſtructive to your own Cauj', (as the 


Principles of thoje Books manite!tiy are 
in this very Pazt} to they do but ſerve 
a Turn, and ſtrengilen your Party a— 
mongſt the jenorant People. 

6. Laſtly, I think we may juſtly. ex- 
pea from you a ready Concurrence 
with us to beat down ſuch Vices and 
Immoralities, as are confeſs'd on all 
Hands to be againſt our Common 
Chriſtianity ; ſuch as Adultery, Forni- 
cation, Blaſphemy, Prophanation of the 
Lord's Day, &c. And ſince the Biſhops 
Courts are Legally impower'd to pu- 
niſh thele, and many are guilty of 
thein, who yet will not appear, or 
ſubmit to acknowledge their Sins, 
and upon that Account are Excom- 
municated ; the leaft that cah be ex- 
pected from you in theſe Cafes, is, 
Not to encourage ſuch Sinners in their 
'Obi#tinacy, or to admit them to Com- 
muaion amongſt Jon, whilſt they lye 
under ſuch Cenſures; which might 
be a Means to Reform, in ſome Mea- 
ture, theſe Crying Vices. 

Theſe are but tew of thoſe Tug 
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that might be inſtanc'd; in which 
we may concur in our Practice, as 
well as we do in our Opinions; and if 
we did, I perſuade my elf, that tho? 
they did not bring us to one Religious 
Communton, yet they might much con- 
tribute to our living Ealy with one 
another, and take off that Unchari- 
ta bleneſs, which our Religions Diſſen- 
tions are apt to cauſe amongſt us: 
However, it wou'd be a great Satis- 
faction to Me, and I ſhould reckon 
it as ſome kind of Succeſs in my Of- 
fice, if I cou'd prevail with any fort 
of People, that profeſs to meet in the 
Name of Chriſt, to come nearer to his 
Inſtitation in their Worſhip, tho? I 
Hou'd not be able to perſuade them 


to the Communion, whereot I am a 
Member. 


To the Conforming L AITY of the 
Dioceſe f DERRY. 


s to You, my Friends and Bre. 

. thren of the LaiTy, who protels 
your ſelves Members of the Ejt abl1ſh'd 
Church; 
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Church; It has pleas'd God to place 
Me among it you ; and to give me an 
Inſpection over you ; and *tis chiefly 
on your Account, that J have written 
and publiſh'd this Treatiſe, that it 
may be a Pledge and Teſtimony to 
you, of my Concern tor you, and 
make my Care to reach as far as may 
be among{t you. I hope, my La- 
bours this way may be Uleful to you, 
to ſettle the Minds of the Dcubtful, 
and to awaken you all to Diligence 
and Zeal in the Performance of the 
er vice of God. ; 

The great Principles of your Reli. 
ion, as you are Members of the Eſta- 
bliſÞ*d Church, are Uncontroverted on 
all Hands; and I have here endea- 
vour'd to {hew, that your particular 
Hay of Worſhip is warranted by the 
Holy -Scriptures. You have Reafon 


10 bleſs God, that He has afforded 
you ſo many Conveniencies of fre- 


quenting it; in which He has been 
pleas'd to give you io manitelt Ad- 
vantage above your Diſſenting Neigh- 
bonrs, that notwithitauding their Nu- 


meroul- 
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meroulneſs, you have Five Places for F 
Worſhip, for One that they have. J 
This will render you inexcuſable, if f 
you neglect Attendance at them, or | 
ſpend any Lord's Day (as is too com- ' 
mon in this Country) in a meer Reſt” | ( 
from Labour, without any Publick ö 
Worſhip. 1 
I muſt, likewiſe, put you in Mind, ! 
That our Service is not only fitted for f 
the Publick, but is likewiſe proper ] 
for private Families; and, therefore, 0 
I would adviſe you to make Uſe of : 
the Words with which Our Church 
has furniſh'd you, in your Houſes, as 
well as in the Church; at leaſt, to 
uſe ſuch felect Hymns and Collects as 
ſeem molt adapted to that Purpoſe, 
And at more Solemn Times, I con- 
ceive our Litam is as full, and proper 
a Service, as any Maſter of a Family 
can deſire to er to God. 
I muſt, therefore, more earneſtly, 
and paſſionately exhort you, by the 
Name of Our Lord %% Chriſt, for 
his Church's ſake, and your own, that 
Jou will add Diligence and Aral to this 
1477 Jour 
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your reaſonable Service, and prepare 
your Hearts to ſeek the Lord your God 
in his Holy Worſhip : And particular- 
ly, that you would endeavour to con- 
vince the World, that *tis not Faction, 
or a Party you contend for, but the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs 5 and there- 
upon ſtrive rather to ozt-{zve thoſe 
that differ from you, than to ont argue 


them. Let the Innocency of your. 


Lives, and your Chriſtian Moderation 
convince them of the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of their Separation. 


I be ſeech the God and Father of Our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, to multiply his 
Grace and Peace upon Ya, and 

to influence Ton by his Holy Spi- 
ri, that Joa may be perfect in 


every Gooa Work, and particu- 


larly ia that of Worſbipping Him 
in Parity and Holineſs, 
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Jo the Diſſenting LAITY of the 
Dioceſe of DE R RY. 


S to You, my Friends, that Diſſent 

/ from Our Communion, it remains 
only, that I beſeech you, in the Spirit of 
Aeekneſs, (as one that is appointed by 
the Providence of God, and the Care of 
a Chriſtian Magiſtracy , to watch over 
your Souls) That you will ſeriouſly con fi- 
der, and lay to Heart, what I have here 
tender'd to you, 1 cannot prevail with 
you to come, and receive Inſtruction from 
my Mouth, and, therefore, I have taken 
this Way to inform yo. I will only add 
a few Obſervations, which 1 recommend 
to you, and ſhall leave the Succeſs entirely 
to God. 

1. Therefore you thay obſerve, That in 
this Treatiſe 1 have not led you into long 
Reaſonings, or the Intricacies of Human 
Learning; but I have refer'd you to your 
Billes, and you need go no farther than to 
them to be ſatisfy d, whether the Things 
I have ſaid, be as I have repreſented them 
or not. Thoſe of Berea are reckon'd a 
Noble People (Acts xvii. 11.) becauſe they 
ſearch'd the Scriptures, and I pray moſt 
heartily to God, to giye you a Part 3 __ 
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Nobleneſs of ind, that you may ſearch, 
and find the Truth. 

2. I wou'd deſire you to obferve, That 
it has ever been, and in all Probablity ever 
will be the Humour of the World, to he 
more fond of Their Own Invention, than of 
what God Commands. If we look through 
the whole Scriptures, we ſhall find, that 
the Prophet ſent, by God, the Doctrines re- 
veal'd by Him, and the Worſhip He Com- 
manded, have had but ill Entertainment 
amongſt the People. There never ap- 
pear'd half ſo much Zeal, or lnclination 
in the Generality of Men, for the True 
God and his Worſhip, as for the falſe Gods, 
and their Prephets. And there is an oh- 
vious Natural Reaſon for it; ſince what 
Man invents, muſt needs have a nearer 


clinations of our depraved Nature, than 
what God preſcribes 3 which is the very 
Reaſon that induces Men to change the 
Inſtitution of God, and ſubſtitute their own 
Inventions inſtead of them. A thing that 


would never come into any Man's Mind, 


if he did not find more Eaſe or Gratifica- 
tion to his Humour in them, than in ob- 

ſerving God's Command ments. 
If it were proper to refer you to the Hi- 
ſtory of the Church, you wc u d find that 
molt of all the Corruptions in the Worſhip 
| M2 af 


_— _—— 


— _ 


—— 


.. — 


—ꝓ— ——— —— ld 


— 
— 


244 CoNCLus TON. 


of God, were introduc'd by the Fondneſs 
and violent Inclinations of the People for 
them; and that the Church-Governours 
did long oppole them, and were brought 
with Difficulty at laſt to comply with 
them. Thus the Worſhip of Images, Pray- 
ers for the Dead, Purgatory, the Interceſſion 
of Saints, Half-Communion, being preſent at 
Church = Aſſemblies without Receiving the 
Lord's Supper, ard Worſhipping the Host, 
were all Vulgar Practices at firſt, againſt 
the Opinion of the Goverggprs of the 
Church, who generally Opposd and Cou- 
demn'd them; but being Human Inven— 
tions, the People were ſo violent for them, 
that there was no withſtanding them; ſo 
that if the -Governours they had would 
not comply, the People did ſet up thoſe 
that would. 

Now let me entreat you to reflect a 
little, and conſider with all Seriouſneſs, 
whether there may not be ſomething like 
This in your own Caſe, eſpecially in the 
Matter of Extemporary Prayers. *Tis plain, 
you have brought them into Practice, a- 
gainſt the Opinion and Conſtitution of 
the Church-Gavernours, and of the firſt 
Reformers, who did all ſettle Liturgies in 
the Churches which they Reform'd : This 
Knox did in Scotland, whoſe Liturgy we 
have ready to produce, to the _— 
1 0 
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of thoſe who pretend to be his Succeſſors, 
and yet condemn Forms of Prayers as Un- 
lawful. This Luther did for Germany, 
and Calvin for Geneva, and for the French 
Church, whoſe Liturgies are ſtill us'd by 
them. Yet I find this weighs not much 
with you, tho' you ſeem to me to have 
little to oppoſe to it, beſides a ſtrange 
Fondneſs and Paſſion you have entertain'd 
for the contrary. And let me tell you, 
That 'tis no hard Matter to give a Rea- 
ſon, why the Generality of the People 
are better pleas'd with ſuch Extemporary 
Prayers, than with Forms: For can any 
one wonder, that a Prayer which People 
never heard before, and is adapted to the 
Fancies and Humours of a Party, with all 
the Advantages which Nevelty gives, 
ſhould gratify carnal and itching Ears, 
more than the fix'd and ſettFd Prayers of 
a Church, or that Form dictated by Chriſt 
Himſelf ? To join in theſe with Devotion, 
requires us duly to prepare our Hearts, 
to {train and lift up our Minds with much 
Seriouſneſs and Attention, or we Cannot 
be affected by them; whereas there is a 
Pleaſure, and a Kind of Senſual Delight 
in the Novelty of the other Prayers; and 
the Tone with which they are ſometimes 
deliver'd, makes the Hearers imaginarily 
Devout, tho' they come to them without 
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taking Pains to ſtrain their Minds to true 
Devotion. But you ought to remember, 
that Images; and Reliques, and AMediats: y 
Saints had the very ſame Effect on People 
long ago; which made them ſo fond of 
them, that they brought them into their 
Worſhip, in "ſpite of the Biſhops and Paſtors 
of the Church, as you have now brought 


in Extemporary Prayers: But 'tis rare to 


find the Generality of Men fond of what 
is truly Spiritual: And, therefore, Peoples 
Fondnefs of your peculiar Way of Worſhip, 
is ſo far from being an Argument for it, 
as 1 find ſome of you uſe it, that, on the 
contrary, 'tis a ſhrewd Preſumption that 
it is not from Gd; eſpecially ſince ill Peo- 
ple are fond of it, as well as good; as is 
manifeſt from many undeniable Inſtances; 
which could not be ſo, if it were truly, 
and of it ſelf Spiritual. - 

3. I would defire you to conſider, That 
nothing can generally induce Our Clergy, 
to decline theſe Extempora Prayers, but 
their Conſcience and Convittion that they 
are not convenient in the Publick Service 
of God. Tis manifeſt, that Extemporary 
Prayers would be much more eaſy to molt 
of us, and leſs burthenſome than the Ser- 
vice we uſe: Tou may think otherwiſe, but 
aſfure your ſelves that you are miſtaken 3 
and I dare appeal to thoſe that have try d 
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ue both, whether is moſt eaſy . There are | 
Ty fuch-both amongſt You and Us, who have | 
1 made the Experiment:; and I dare refer it | 
le to them to declare, on their Conſciences, 4 
of which of the twoServices they look on to be | 
Ir he greater Burden to him that performs 
rs them. Whatever T:u may think, if we 
ht would indulge our ſelves, it were no hard 
to Matter for the meaneſt of Us to paſs an | 
at E xtemiporar yy Prayer on Our Auditor), or to * 
es turn the Heads of our Sermons into one. | 
55 Laj'ly, 1 have one Thing which I would 
it, more eſpecially requeſt of Tov, That You | 
he would believe that I ſincerely and heartily | 
at deſire, and ſtudy the Gocd of your Souls 5 | 
o- and that I have, in this Treatiſe, endea- | 
is | vour'd to-promote it, and by God's Aſſiſ= * 
83 tance ever ſhall in all my Vndertakings. 
71 And if Tou had the ſame Apprehenſions 
with Me, Tou would not wonder at my 
at Concern in this Matter; for how is it poſ- 
75 ſi ble, that any Man that has a Zeal for the 
ut Purity of God's Worſhip, ſhould not have his 5 
> Spirit mov'd within him, to ſee a Well- 
ce meaning People ſo ſtrangely miſled, as to 
ry content themſelyes to meet together per- 
Jis haps for ſome Years,with a Deſign to Wor- 


r- ſbip G, and yet hardly ever ſee, or hear 
any thing of God's immediate Appointment 
in their Meetings. Now, to my Thoughts, 
this is manifeſtly the Caſe of many oy 
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iince a Man may frequent ſome Meetings 
amongſt Fu for ſome Years, and never 
hear a Prayer, a Pſalm, or Chapter, which 
has been immediately dictated by God, 
and never be call'd on to bow his Knee to 


God, or ſee either Mini/ter or People ad- 


dreſs themſelves to Him in that humble 
Poſture . Laſtly, Never ſee any Body offer 


to Adminiſter, or deſire to Receive the 
Food of Life-in the Lord's Supper. Theſe are 


Melancholy Reflections to me, who be- 
lieve, that Cod has requir'd theſe in His 


; 2 | Worſhip 5 and therefore, 1 hope, Tou will 


take it in good Part, that I endeavour to 


*- reſtore them to Lou. 


I have only to add my moſt Earneſt 


Prayers to God for Tu: And to beſeech 


Him, who is the God of Mercy, and Pur- 
chaſor of bis Couch, by a Price Ineſtimable, 
to'youchfafe his Bleſſing to theſe my En- 
dea vours, for your Souls Inſtruction; That 


Ton may reap the Benefit, and I the Com- 


fort of them, in the Great Day of Our 
Tord e WhO only is the True 
Teacher of Souls by his Spirit, and is able 


do Seal the Juſtruckiens of his Miniſters to 
Four Hearts, to open the Eyes of Tour Un- 
daerſtandings, and to guide You into all 
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